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NEW LOOK . . . Fratellis
are ready to rock again
after reforming last year

By CHRIS SWEENEY

“THE best thing I can
say about it, is I don’t
hate it.”
A typically blunt statement
from frontman Jon Fratelli on
the band’s comeback album.
It’s their long-awaited follow-up
to their first two hit records.
It took over five years to make
because they split up before reform-
ing late last year.
And Jon, drummer Mince and
bass player Barry are back to their
maverick, rock ‘n roll best.
They want to call the album The
Third One because that’s the easy
option, they have NO idea what
label it’s coming out on because
they’re not interested . . . and
describe packed-out gigs as just
another day at work.

Salesman
Jon said: “We’ve finished the
album. You’re meant to shout from
the rooftops how great it is, I can’t
do that — I’ve no idea.
“If you’re the one doing it, you’re
too close to have any idea.
“I always just think, is there any-
thing eating away and keeping me
awake at night. That’s when you
know you’re missing something.
“I haven’t had any of those
moments, so that’s good enough for
me.
“There is one song on there I’d
written four years ago with the
intention we would do it — then
we didn’t do anything, so it was
sitting there. Everything else was
written recently.
“I’m a terrible salesman — that’s
a horrendous pitch to tell people
they should be excited about and
get ready to buy a record.
“But it’s not up to me to decide
if it’s any good,”
Everyone else will get their say

next month. The lads — who won a
Brit award for Breakthrough Act
in 2007 — are taking the new stuff
on the road.
They’re doing a big UK tour,
which rounds off with an already
sold out show at Glasgow’s Barrow-
land on April 19.
They’ll be hammering out the
new tunes before the album is
released at the end of the summer.
Jon, 34, said: “My default
position is to write the sort of
style that our band plays.
“For a while, I thought that was
too constraining and it left me
with not that many places to go.
“But as time has gone on, I real-
ised that was just the way I was
looking at it.
“Within what we do as a band,

there are places to go that we
haven’t — it’s all about using your
imagination to get you there.
“There is a certain thing we do
that people like and they are keen
we keep giving it to them.
“That’s fair enough as long as we
can find ways that keeps us inter-
ested. With the new record, I think
we’ve got that just about right.”

Attitude
So while the sound and attitude
is the same, the boys admit they
are taking a back seat in the
business side of The Fratellis.
They don’t even what to know
what record deal they’ve got or
what label it’s with.
Jon admitted: “I don’t know the

inner workings, that’s why we have
a manager. We were guilty in the
past of getting too wrapped up in
that stuff.
“It got in the way, so I’m plead-
ing ignorance forever more.
“I don’t have the first clue what
label it’s on, to me it will just
come out — we want to reach as
many as people as we can. That’s
the only thing I care about.
“It’s the same with the name of
it. The title we have is Number
Three which shows how lazy we
are. It would be typical of us to
call it ‘the third one’.
“But let’s be honest, that’s all
anyone is going to refer to it as
anyway.
“I mean, we never refer to Cos-
tello Music as that, everyone just
says — how many songs are they
playing off the first record?”
The band will hit the ground
running for next month’s tour after

tuning up with a short run of gigs
when they reformed last year.
Jon said: “I enjoyed them more
than I thought I would. It was a
very basic thing of being on a stage
and just getting a reaction.
“It’s funny, people nowadays have
a lot of music to choose from and
attention spans are shorter — it’s
nice to know we put on those gigs
and people showed up.
“It was more than a nice moment
to know we can do it.
“There was no trepidation, it was
just ‘this is great, what a brilliant
life’.
“But I do just think of it as
another day at my work. It just hap-
pens to be the best job around.”

Excited
He added: “When you’re in the
business of playing loud guitars
on stage, it’s a kid in the sweetie
shop syndrome.
“That moment before you go
out on stage, that’s the only time
people like us get excited — it’s
certainly the only time I do.
“And it’s the same for this
tour coming up, I know they’ve
bought tickets so they will show
up. Having gone away, it has
now hit home to us that some
people still care about what
we do.
“I can’t say that doesn’t feel
good.”
Q Check out thefratellis.com

WHO doesn’t love a word search?
This one has a simple design and
is good fun. Choose from classic
challenge or go against the clock
to find as many words as you can
within a set time.

THIS kids’ game has you running
a hairdressers. You can work your
way up from scissors and a comb
to using all sorts of tools including
a curling iron. You even get to curl
moustaches.

TOCA HAIR SALON
iOS (£1.49)

NEW
MUSIC

THIS one really does capture the
motion of a bouncing ball. And it’s
great for multiplayer if the signal
on your tablet is good enough.
Now all you have to do is work

on your spin serves.

THE simulation love-in has
gone full circle.
Nineties juggernaut SimCity

has returned after a ten-year
hiatus in which The Sims took
centre stage.
It’s no surprise this was the

most highly anticipated launch
of a PC-only game for years.
Once in, SimCity delivers on

its promise of freedom and
scale. You can zoom right in to

watch individual Sims going
about their day.
But the game does come tum-

bling down if you are hit by the
simplest of bugs.
In SimCity, a traffic jam can

send your city into a meltdown.
There is a wealth of depth to

the game. That means it will
probably take a few trial runs

before you get the hang of it.
And patience is a useful trait.
You can’t just turn your city into
New York in an hour. You’ll
need to wait for it to grow.
At a basic level, SimCity is

everything you would wish it to
be, which makes the bugs all
the more frustrating.
If the issues can be resolved,

then SimCity will be an irresist-
ible opportunity to play God.

SIMCITY
PC (£34.99)

COPPER LUNGS
WHERE: Dundee.
FOR FANS OF: Biffy Clyro,
Twin Atlantic, The Twilight Sad.
JIM SAYS: Dundee outfit
Copper Lungs unleash their
debut album, fresh from picking
up Tay FM’s Under The Radar
award for emerging talent.
I hosted last month’s final at

the Gardyne Theatre in
Broughty Ferry and it was a
close call.
Copper Lungs edged it with

their take on poppy alt rock.
They’ve now become Tay FM’s
adopted band.
Frontman Darren Lindsay

said: “We all really enjoyed the
full experience of Under The
Radar. It was really good to get
our own dressing room for the
day and also have the time to
meet the other bands.
“Hopefully the win will let us

reach out to a new audience.
“We didn’t expect to win the

competition but it was a nice
surprise. It’s come at a good
time with the release of our
album this weekend.”
Darren originally formed

Copper Lungs in 2011 with
three mates. They left to pursue
other musical projects and
John Cargill, Jamie Mayes and
Sean Crossan were in place by
June last year. After only six
months of playing together, the
new line-up headed through to
Glasgow’s 45-A-Side Studios to
record their debut album
Louder with producer Bruce
Rintoul (Twin Atlantic, We Were
Promised Jetpacks, Vukovi).

Darren said: “We’ll be using this
album to play shows to as
many people as we can this
year and see where it takes us.
“We are about to give it our

all and really are looking
forward to meeting new people
on the road.”
Louder is launched tonight at

Non-Zero’s (formally Dexter’s)
in Dundee.
Darren added: “The show is

very close to selling out.
“We can’t believe the

response we’ve had. We are
joined on the night by our good
friends Bear Arms, Forest Fires
and Model Aeroplanes. It’s
going to be a great night.”
The guys continue the promo-

tion of the album with a gig
hosted by the Rave Child blog
at Broadcast in Glasgow’s
Sauchiehall Street on Wednes-
day. It’s free entry, with support
in the shape of Electric Honey
signings Young Aviatiors (in
great form supporting LA girls
Deap Vally at King Tut’s last
week). Copper Lungs also
appear at Perth Music Expo on
March 28.
Meanwhile, check out the

album Louder.
Packed-full of edgy pop-rock

gems, it’s a brilliant platform on
which Copper Lungs can build.
MORE: facebook.com/copper-
lungs
Q Jim will be playing Copper
Lungs on In:Demand Uncut
this Sunday from 7pm on
Clyde 1, Forth One, North-
sound 1, Radio Borders, Tay
FM, West FM & West Sound
FM. indemandscotland.co.uk

I’M the only person out-
side of the band’s inner
circle to hear any of the
new album yet.
Jon snuck out what he
reckons will be its first sin-
gle — This Old Ghost Town.
And it’s right back to what
turned them from pub rock-
ers into chart-toppers — that
rousing, in-your-face style
with banging drums and
guitars cranked up.
Also, having spent time with
the guys, they’re all back in
the groove. Mince was telling
me how he plays drums to
instrumental tracks all night in a
bid to keep sharp.
They really look to have
regained the focus and chemis-
try that earned them a following
in the US. So 2013 is shaping up
to be a big year for them — it’s
going to be a fun ride.

By CHRIS SWEENEY

FRAT’LL DO NICELY . . . Jon on stage when the band first made it big and, right, with their Brit award
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