
DYNAMIC duo Taylor
and Marie’s hit debut
EP is down to the milk-
ing regime of a herd
of COWS.
The folk pair — Jodie Marie and
Samuel Taylor — were solo artist
pals but they have teamed up to
strike music gold with Tilt The
Moon.
Jodie, 23, said: “We started this
off last summer and it seems to
have taken off. We recorded it in
South West Wales.
“It’s a great little studio and it’s
on a working farm.
“We were in this shed that’s
been turned into a studio.

Parlour makes
massive noise

“And just outside is the milk-
ing parlour for the cows.
“So every afternoon we’d have
to stop dead at 4.30 because the
farmer would turn on the par-
lour which makes this massive
noise.
“So we’d have this break until
half six. It was quite an experi-
ence. But it focused us. We’d be

like, ‘It’s quarter past, we’ve got
to get this guitar part done — let’s
go’. It was a good way of working
as sometimes you can keep going
and doing all sorts of stupid
hours.
“This way, we had to take
breaks and follow a schedule
which made the songs better.”
And they even got in the milk-
ing parlour. Jodie added: “We did
record some drums in there when
it was empty.
“We brought in the bass drum
and wanted this big reverb. It
took us hours to get this one beat.
“As every time we’d hit it and
it would sound good, a cow would

moo from across the yard.” The
moon theme runs through all the
songs — starting with the cover of
Creedence Clearwater Revival’s
Bad Moon Rising but, spookily, it
wasn’t done on purpose.
Pembrokeshire girl Jodie
explained: “We didn’t make a con-
scious effort.
“The cover we did was Bad
Moon Rising and then the songs
we wrote — we realised there was
this theme of the moon.
“And the thing is, all of our
early sessions together when we’d
write were always at night.
“It’s a reminder of how it
started. It’s a bit strange but

romantic too.” Now the twosome
are hitting the road and going on
tour. They’re supporting Nerina
Pallot — and play Glasgow’s Oran
Mor on November 2.
Weirdly, Sam and Jodie met
three ago when they were on the
same support card. Jodie said:
“It’s almost exactly three years
ago.
“Sam was on first and I went
on as second support. We got on
well and kept in contact.

We had a lot
in common

“After a few nights of drinks
and playing music last summer,
we realised we had a lot in com-
mon.”
The double act is working
well for them. They created a
black and white video for Bad
Moon Rising, which is a tribute
to the old-style way music used
to be made.
They have built a terrific chem-
istry, but Jodie insists: “We’re
not trying to be anything. It’s
like it’s come full circle since we
met, three years to the month.
You couldn’t have planed this.”
Q To hear the EP, go to taylorandmarie.
com
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BY JIM GELLATLY
NEW MUSIC

JIM VALENTINE
WHO: James John Valentine
(vocals/guitar), Charlie Valen-
tine (guitar), Alekzander Val-
entine (bass), Carlo Valentine
(drums)
WHERE: Glasgow
FOR FANS OF: Arctic Mon-
keys, Miles Kane, Jake Bugg
JIM SAYS: I first came across
James playing guitar in a bat-
tle of the bands in his home
town of Stirling.
His band Two Stripe won

the competition, but it wasn’t
without controversy.
Friends and family of

another act weren’t particu-
larly impressed. As a judge,
and host of the event, I took
most of the flak. It wasn’t nice
being accused of being cor-
rupt, but the right decision
was made.
The beauty of doing radio

shows, podcasts, and writing
this column is that I’m often in
the privileged position of hear-
ing new music before it goes
public.
James got in touch a while

back with some solo material,
and I was instantly hooked.
With shades of T Rex and Arc-
tic Monkeys, it sounded like
the real deal.
What’s more, chatting to

him about the project, he
seemed very focused. He
already had the seeds of a
plan in place.
He was looking for advice,

but he was already overflow-
ing with ideas.
A gentle launch, with the

gradual unleashing of music,
seemed like the way forward.

That’s what he’s done. I was
slightly confused when he
unleashed the first track
Make You Mine. It became
clear from some of the online
reviews that Jim Valentine
was now a band rather than
an individual.
James said: “I started writ-

ing and recording tunes and
ideas myself which I wanted
to perform live.
“Our manager advertised

and found a drummer who
knew a bassist. I knew Char-
lie from going to gigs. It was a
very cohesive and creative
atmosphere from day one.
“It was apparent that we

were a band whether we had
made that conscious deci-
sion or not.”
He added: “We scream

abuse at each other most of
the time and compliments are
banned from the studio but
there’s still an ‘us against the
world’ vibe running concur-
rently.”
On the live circuit they

appear to be becoming a
force to be reckoned with.
James said: “I wouldn’t say
we pay much attention to any-
thing else ‘cause we’re a live
band and that’s what makes
us tick.”
Already getting approval

from NME, the band play with
Dexters at King Tut’s in Glas-
gow on November 6. Jim Val-
entine’s first official single
Hello is set for release
through Dead Beet Records
at the end of November.
MORE: facebook.com/jimval-
entinemusic
Q Jim presents Drivetime on XFM
Scotland, Monday to Friday 4-7pm.
xfm.co.uk www.jimgellatly.com
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STOCKPORT lads Blossoms areoff to a flyer.
The five-piece — Tom Ogden.Charlie Salt. Josh Dewhurst. JoeDonovan and Myles Kellock —have produced a stunning debutsingle called Blow.
It’s a grooving rock track, with awee touch of psychedelia chuckedin. Give it a listen at

blossomsband.co.uk

YOU have to admire Scott Mat-

thews for keeping at it.
He’s had chart hits, opened for

the Foo Fighters and won an Ivor

Novello award.
However, he’s been in a lull for
years, but now he’s back with a
new album. And he’ll be playing it
at Oran Mor in Glasgow on Octo-
ber 24. For more, visit scottmat-
thewsmusic.co.uk
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Listen to the band at
thescottishsun.co.uk

INCOMING . . .
Taylor and
Marie play

Oran Mor next
month with

Nerina Pallot,
inset
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