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The Time Of
My Life
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Cecelia Ahern, £16.99

FOR 25 years, foster mum Cathy
Glass has cared for children, and
her kind, fair manner has helped to
save some of society’s most
vulnerable people.

NEW MUSIC

The London lads have
only been together for six
months and have just
wrapped up a massive
tour with chart-toppers
Bombay Bicycle Club.
But they spent most of
their days sitting about
killing time.
Frontman Miles Haughton sighed: “It’s been our
first proper taste of touring out on the road and
it’s going to be like that
till the end of the year.
“It was so quiet for us,
then you see time suddenly disappearing.
“It has got a bit crazy,
but this is what we’re
doing it all for — to get
out and play.
“People always told me
there was a lot of waiting
around, but I never took
them seriously.

long period to marinade
as no one heard them
and they were all done a
couple of months apart.
“One month we’d be
into something, then the
next month something
else. So there’s a lot of
different things in there.”
But their rapid rise has
taken them by surprise —
as they didn’t let anyone

hear their tunes until
after they’d bagged a
record deal.
Miles explained: “We
hadn’t played it to anyone. It had just been the
band and two of our
friends — that was it.
“You like to think
you’re making good music
but you never know.
“It got to the point, we

US popsters GIRLS are earning
rave reviews with their cracking
blend of pop and electro action.
Right now they’re on a big European tour and make the only Scots
stop tonight at Glasgow’s Stereo.
Info at facebook.com/GIRLSsf

need to see what people
think about this. The fact
that people are digging it,
we didn’t expect that.
“All the reviews say we
sound like Talking Heads
and they’re definitely one
of the bands I like.
“But I find the stuff
that influences you isn’t
necessarily what you will
end up sounding like. You

DEL BOY and Rodney Trotter are
the most famous dynamic duo to
hail from Peckham, South London.
But grime pair Future History are
stepping up to claim their throne
with current single Money Cash.
Check it at futurehistoryonline.com

start off with one inspiration and somehow a song
comes out the other end.”
Miles reckons the tour
with old pals Bombay
Bicycle Club, who were
in the year below them at
school, has given Theme
Park confidence for their
own future.
He explained: “We did
enormous venues with
them, much bigger than
anything else we’d done.
“Now we’ve handled gigs
for thousands of people,
we can handle our own
gigs easy.”
Q Listen and pre-order the
band’s new single at
themeparkband.com
chris.sweeney@the-sun.co.uk

BY TOM
CHURCHILL

ONES 2 WATCH

Groovy

“But basically on a big
tour, you’re sleeping, then
lots of waiting and then
playing.
“The show is the high
point and the fun bit —
but I can’t have enough
books or DVDs for all
the spare time when
we’re waiting for other
bands to sound-check or
waiting to do the gig.”
The guys all graduated
from university last year
and instead of attacking
the job market they
formed the group.
But they’re still using
their brains, battering out
what’s been labelled ‘intelligent pop’ — as shown on
their new single Milk,
released on December 5.
Miles, 22, said: “That’s
what we’re aiming for. I
like to think our music is
quite groovy — it’s something for people to have a
boogie to.
“It’s a combination of
that poppy, catchy sound
with a quirky side — all
these different twists.
“Part of that is because
our songs have had a

!

CLUBBING

In 2007, Cathy wrote Damaged, the
story of Jodie, a little girl who was
horrifically abused. It was a bestseller
and Cathy has since written ten books
based on children she cared for.
Her latest — The Night The Angels
Came, about a boy whose dad is dying,
is out now. SFTW spoke to Cathy

NINA NESBITT

YOUNG guns Theme
Park are stunned
that being successful
is so BORING.

RETURN TO MONO @ Sub Club,
Glasgow, tonight: Detroit techno
visionary Carl Craig, pictured, hits
Glasgow as part of a global tour
celebrating 20 years of his Planet E
record label.
One of the scene’s true innovators,
he’s used aliases such as Psyche, 69,
Paperclip People and Innerzone
Orchestra to explore the furthest
reaches of techno, house and jazz,
while using his label to release
influential tracks from the likes of
Moodymann, Recloose and Scotland’s
own Vince Watson.
Glasgow’s Slam are also celebrating
two decades of their Soma label, so it’s
a dream pairing in the Subbie’s
legendary DJ booth — expect plenty of
classics alongside fresh material.

TICTACTOE
@
The
$
Arches,
Glasgow,
tonight: It’s been a storming

year for the Tictactoe team
and they keep the pressure up
with this ace double-header.
Italian star Davide Squillace
teams up with Canadian hero Marc
Houle for a night of high-grade techno
and minimal beats.
HEAVY GOSSIP & ULTRAGROOVE @ Green Room/Below
Stairs, Edinburgh, tomorrow: House
stars of the moment Azari & III bring
their contemporary twist on classic
Chicago grooves to the capital.
The Canadian quartet are delivering
a special DJ set before heading to the
other end of the M8 for a full live show
at The Arches alongside L-Vis 1990.

%

KOLLEKTIV @ Chambre
&
69, Glasgow, tonight:
Scientist-turned-producer Max

Cooper headlines his first
Glasgow show, fresh from the
launch of his latest release, the
Almalgamations EP, on Sasha’s
new label Last Night On Earth.
Expect a heady combination of
melancholy melody and driving
electronic beats.
SPEKTRUM @ Reading Rooms,
Dundee, tomorrow: Dance
legends Utah Saints make a trip up
from their native Edinburgh for a party,
alongside the Scheinwerfer Collective,
DJ Nord, Alan Dobson and Paul
McFarlane.
Q Email your news and listings to
tom.churchill@the-sun.co.uk
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WHERE: Edinburgh
FOR FANS OF: Ed
Sheeran, Laura Marling,
Tori Amos
JIM SAYS: Nina Nesbitt’s
only been on my radar for
a wee while, but the
17-year-old Stevenson
College music student is
causing ripples across the
music industry.
Her progress has been
remarkable. One minute
she’s posting a video of a
cover of a song by her
favourite singer — and
weeks later she’s sharing
a stage with that artist!
Her videos of songs by
Ed Sheeran and Example
have put her in a position
most emerging acts could
only dream of.
Ed reckons her cover of
Sunburn is BETTER than
his original and invited
Nina to duet on it live.
They first met when Ed
performed a small set for
Edinburgh’s Forth One.
Ed got talking to Nina
then put her on the spot
by asking her to sing.
Subsequently, she
appeared with him at the
legendary Shepherd’s
Bush Empire in London
last month, as well as
Glasgow’s ABC.
Her reworking of
Example’s Stay Awake
also found its way to the
original artist. He
retweeted the link to
360,000 twitter followers

and it went haywire after
that. Now Nina will
support the rapper in
Glasgow, Newcastle and
Manchester next month.
I was thrilled to
introduce her in front of
10,000 people at the
Clyde 1 Live event at the
SECC at the end of
September.
The half-Swedish
starlet, who’s also on the
books of a model agency,
shared a bill with pop
heavyweights like Olly
Murs, Sugababes, Jessie
J and Pixie Lott and she
won the audience over
with ease.
No mean feat with just
voice and guitar.
It’s been a hectic week
for Nina, recording with
the guys who worked on
Ed Sheeran’s debut and
seeing record companies.
Tonight she’s got a
hometown gig at the
Liquid Room in Edinburgh
when she appears at
Future Hits Live with Pixie
Lott and Rizzle Kicks.
It should be further
proof that Nina is already
one of Scotland’s most
exciting new talents.
MORE: facebook.com/
ninanesbittmusic
Q Jim’ll be playing Nina
on In:Demand Uncut —
Sunday 7-10pm on Clyde
1, Forth One,
Northsound 1, Radio
Borders, Tay FM, West
FM & West Sound FM.
See jimgellatly.com
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Landscape
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Photographer
Of The Year: Collection 5

BOOKS

BY CHRIS
SWEENEY

BY JIM GELLATLY

THIS stunning coffee table
book contains beautiful full
colour reprints of the
winning and commended
entries from the Landscape
Photographer Of The Year
Awards 2011.
The book and awards
celebrate the landscapes of
the UK, showcasing our
wonderful country through
the eyes of the nation’s best
amateur and professional
photographers.
The overall winner was
Robert Fulton’s picture
Winter Field, right, taken in
Stirlingshire.
It is simply breathtaking
and deserving of the title.

about her work and her motivation to share
the children’s stories. Cathy says; “The latest
memoir is about Michael and it was one of
the saddest cases I’ve known.
“He had already lost his mum then discovered his dad was terminally ill. The pair of
them showed huge courage. They had
such positive spirit.
“When you foster a child you take on
the whole family. There are always deeper
issues that come to light and you often
end up trying to help everyone.”
Cathy Glass is a pseudonym because
of the sensitive nature of working with
children. She explains: “When I write

a story I change all the distinguishing features so people can’t be identified or traced.
“However, every individual case is representative of thousands.
“Even when there has been awful abuse,
you’d be shocked to know how far-reaching
it is and how often it occurs.
“I am gobsmacked by the amount of
children who write in and say they recognise the abused child in themselves.”
Cathy spends up to three hours every day
answering the countless people who write to
her. She says: “I always try to reply, even if
it’s just a one-line reply.”
Because Cathy takes on children with a
lot of problems, she usually takes
only one at a time. So how long
will she continue to care for kids?
She says: “I’ll continue to foster
those that need me in the shortterm. As I get older, I may just
offer respite a few times a year.

Courage

“The whole care system needs
revising. We haven’t learnt any
lessons from the past. There are
too few social workers and children are moved too easily.
“The court procedure needs
revamping and the child care system needs to be taken apart and
put back together.
“If you made errors in any other
business you would be out on
your ear but that doesn’t seem to
be the case with the care system.
“A lot of upset could be
avoided if the proper systems
were in place.
“There will be another Baby P
situation, without doubt.
“On the positive side, though,
although I see a lot of sad stuff
there is so much courage and
hope — and this puts problems
into perspective.
“Children are amazing survivors.”

WHEN Lucy Silchester
receives an invitation to meet
her “life” she ignores it.
But the letters continue to
arrive until she has no choice
but to confront her destiny
and review some of the
options she has taken.
Lucy discovers her life is a
total mess, but as time
passes she makes some
important decisions – and
everything, thankfully, finally
gets better.
A funny, very
poignant and truly
original tale that is
a thoroughly enjoyable read.

Picasso’s
Trousers

Nicholas Allan, £10.99
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PABLO PICASSO was the
greatest painter in the world.
By the time he died, aged
92, he had created more
than 20,000 pieces of art.
Picasso always pushed
boundaries and developed
many new techniques.
He famously said: “Every
child is an artist. It’s a challenge to remain an artist
when you grow up.”
This funny and accessible
introduction to Picasso and
art is simply delightful.
It features great reproductions of masterpieces – and has a
surprise ending
that kids will really
enjoy.

