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HOT
GIGS

TANGO IN THE ATTIC — tonight,
Glasgow King Tut’s, 0141 221 5279
GIANT SAND — tomorrow, Glasgow
O2 ABC, 08444 999 999

RUMER — Tuesday, Glasgow Classic
Grand, 0141 847 0504
KELE — Tuesday, Edinburgh Liquid
Room, 0131 225 2564

BY JIM
GELLATLY
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ROCKER Jon Fratelli hopes
everyone hasn’t forgotten
about him . . . as he’s about
to launch his solo career.
The singer enjoyed successful
stints in The Fratellis and retro
jazz outfit Codeine Velvet Club.

WHO: Daniel Craig (vocals),
Jordan Craig (guitar), Jonathan
MacFarlane (organs), James
Crooks (bass), Paul Johnson
(drums).
WHERE: Glenrothes, Fife.
FOR FANS OF: Vampire
Weekend, The View, Sunshine
Underground.
JIM SAYS: First earmarked for
success in The Scottish Sun
over a year ago, Tango In The
Attic’s star is set to continue its
ascent in 2011. Leftfield pop

overlaid with keyboards and
driving rhythms, it’s a sound
you might expect to emerge
from art school students rather
than the depths of Fife.
One of the new breed of indie
popsters revelling in the
discovery that it’s OK to sing in
Scottish accents, they’ve
released a delightful album
called Bank Place Locomotive
Society.
Favourites with BBC Radio
Scotland’s Vic Galloway, who’s

featured them in session, their
appeal will transcend borders.
They’ve already made their
first steps overseas by
appearing in the influential CMJ
(College Music Journal) chart in
the US, and securing licencing
for the album in Japan.
MORE: facebook.com/
tangointheattic
Q Hear Jim on Amazing
Radio, Sunday 3-4pm (DAB
digital radio & online). More
info at jimgellatly.com

But he’s going it alone now and gave
Something For The Weekend an exclusive interview about his plans in his
Glasgow city centre rehearsal studios.
Jon said: “When you’ve had a period
away and you come back, you hope
there’s still people there.
“It’s like having a party in your house.
You nip into the kitchen for a fag,
come back and everyone’s gone — you’d
be devastated. I get the feeling my solo
record will appeal

By CHRIS SWEENEY
to the people who liked The Fratellis’
first record.
“Those people are like me, five years
older, and I think it’s that sound five
years on.”
And Jon — real name John Lawler — is
thrilled with the end result.
He said: “I couldn’t be
happier with it. It
would be misleading just to say it
was rock ’n’ roll,
because it’s not
just a bunch of
guys
with
heavy guitars.
“I have just
written without
any
t h o u g h t s
about what I
should
be

writing about, so as a consequence it’s a
record that I would want to listen to. I
liked at least half of the Codeine Velvet
Club’s stuff and the first Fratellis record
did really well but I wouldn’t listen to it.
“I would listen to this though, which is
the exciting thing for me.”
Jon shot to fame with The Fratellis —
alongside Barry Fratelli (real name
Barry Wallace) and Mince Fratelli
(Gordon McRory) — in 2006 when
debut album Costello Music
reached No 2. Follow-up
Here We Stand was
released in 2008, then
Jon walked away to
form Codeine Velvet
Club with Lou Hickey.
Just four months
after
their
debut
album was released,
that
group
was
shelved
in
April
2010, leaving Jon

focusing on his solo career. He spent six
weeks in Los Angeles with top producer
Tony Hoffer — and the new record is set
to be released in the summer. John
played it to SFTW on his iPhone,
plugged into a docking station.
The 31-year-old said: “The production
on it is f****** incredible and weird.
“It’s different to what I expected to
come out with. Until we really got
started I just had a bunch of songs.
“It’s the first time I’ve really taken
myself out of the whole process — my
thing was just to write songs.
“I always feel that I’m scheming and
songs will end up in a certain way, but
it wasn’t like that, I let Hoffer do whatever he wanted.
“Some of it was weird, some of it was
confusing but the outcome on every
single one, when you finally heard it,
you got it.”
None of the songs currently on Jon’s
website will make the album, every track

is brand new. And first single Santa
Domingo was written even before he
found fame with The Fratellis.
Jon, from Cumbernauld. explained:
“For the album the rule was the songs
can go anywhere and be anything. The
only thread running through it was every
song had to be good.
“Some are more instant than others
but if you give the album time, they’ll
all make sense.
“The running order is important too. I
like to come out the traps quickly and
the first track Tell Me Honey does that.
“Towards the end of the record it
starts to breathe a bit more. I guess by
that point you’ve battered people enough
that they want a wee rest. They want to
lie on their bed with the light off.”
The songs are also the most modern
Jon has ever sounded, something he concedes is not his doing.
He said: “Hoffer definitely had an ear
on making it a modern record. It

couldn’t be a modern rock
record as they’re very shiny
and that’s not me — it’d be a square peg,
round hole.”
In fact the only thing Jon’s not totally
happy with is the title.
Currently the album is set to be named
The Magic Hour. But Jon is keen for it
to be called Psycho Jukebox.
He said: “The Magic Hour is the working title but someone pointed out that
Cast had an album called that in the 90s.
“I prefer Psycho Jukebox as it sums it
up nicely.”
Whatever it’s called, the album will get
its first airing when Jon plays Edinburgh’s Picture House on February 12.
Joining him on stage for that gig —
and all others from now on — will be old
Fratellis bandmate and drummer Mince
Fratelli. He’ll team up with current stickman Ross McFarlane.
And Jon also admitted for the first
time publicly that The Fratellis are over.
He said: “I’ve always been on a lifelong mission when it comes to music to
do whatever makes me happy. I don’t
want anything getting in the way.
“As a consequence I’ve written far better
songs than I might have done, which
makes me happy.
“I would be really surprised if we ever
got back together as The Fratellis. I
don’t see what the need would be, I
wouldn’t be doing it for me. I can’t
think of a good reason.

Selfish

TAKE FRAT . .

. Jon let Chris
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“Adding Mince to my solo band was
an idea I had.
“I always missed playing with Mince,
we had an invisible connection and it’s
great to have him back.
“There’s not many bands out there
with two drummers, it’s been done but
not in this way. It’s two full-on rock
drummers playing together, they’re like
synchronised swimmers.
“And Barry from The Fratellis? I
didn’t need a bass player — it’s that
straightforward.”
Jon also admits he’s been selfish, which
has pushed friends and family aside.
He said: “I expect to be making music
until I’m dead.
“There’s nothing I compare doing this
to, it takes over my head 24 hours a day
and I’m happy for that to be the case.
“If someone took that way, I’d have no
reason to still be kicking around.
“I do look at this as a long-term thing.
I’m not seeking any quick gratification
from it — I had that with The Fratellis.
“In a way it’s good I’ve seen that and
I know what happens. I’m happy for this
solo thing to gather pace, it doesn’t have
to happen straight away.
“I’ll always be writing. Even now I’m
thinking of my next record.
“I can see why things like family and
life can get in the way but I try to keep
things as simple as possible.
“Kids would definitely get in the way
and
you have to be able to dedicate
JON is taking time out of the build-up
everything to music.
to his album to play an emotional gig
“It means that everybody else gets
for a tragic fan in Stirling tomorrow.
what’s left afterwards which isn’t
It is being staged in memory of Eilidh Brown,
much sometimes.
who was struck down by cancer aged just 15.
“With this record it been, ‘I’m
Jon said: “She was a Fratellis fan. Her dad Gordon
sorry everybody but you’re going
gave me a letter after one of the Codeine gigs back in
to have to put up with this for
May — she’d not long died of cancer.
the next couple of years’.
“He asked me if I’d be involved. I said of course —
“This is the only way I could
there was no debate.
make a record that’s good
“There’s a few people I know who have had their childenough. I guess it is a little bit
ren die of cancer and I’m always impressed how they turn
selfish but I’m not the first nor
it around into something positive.
the last.
“My manager is one. His son Pablo died of cancer
“You can’t lie to yourself — well
when he was six, about 18 months ago. It’s just devastatyou can, but I don’t want to.”
ing, but him and his wife began Pablog, and have raised
Q Get tickets for Jon’s gig at The
$1million for cancer research.
Picture House on February 12 at
“Pleasure is not the right word, but those things are
jonfratelli.co.uk
very easy to say yes to.”
Q To donate, go to eilidhbrown.co.uk
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