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Q Texts cost £1 plus standard
network rates. Over-18s only.
Competition closes at midnight
tonight. If you text after the
closing date/time of this competition you will not be entered
but you may still be charged.
Five winners will be selected at
random after the closing date
from all correct entries
received. Usual Scottish Sun
rules apply. If you’re not lucky
enough to win, tickets are available from gigsinscotland.com
or by calling 08444 999 990.

THERE are certain things
that quirky pop babe
Marina and the Diamonds
swore never to do.

They
included
singing
about breaking up, working
with big-time American hitmakers and letting go of
complete control.

But she’s done ALL of them
on her highly-anticipated second
album Electra Heart.
And Welsh girl Marina also
admits it’s got the dubious tag
of being a ‘concept album’.
She said: “When people say
concept album, even I get turned
off. I’m like, ‘Oh God almighty,
it’s going to be really boring’.
“But I really like dark humour and there’s tongue-in-cheek
moments in there.
“The title represents the four
female character types who
run the album and live
show. But I will warn
people, there’s not much
serious stuff going on,
it’s very ironic.”
She added: “I come
from a really DIY
background,
from
selling
handmade
CDs
to
record
shops in London
to having been
given the chance
to work with
people who are
high up in the
American pop
industry.
“On
my
first album I
saw things in
a black and
white way, I
refused to work
with anyone else
and was all by
myself. I was scared
my identity would be
watered down and I didn’t
ever want to sing about love
as I didn’t want any of my
work to feel cliched.
“But I’ve actually done both
of those things on the new
album and it feels like I’ve
grown by not doing just what I
know, which is to write piano
ballads in my bedroom.
“It was quite gradual. If you
have a black and white view it
can make you really cynical
about things and quite jaded.
“No one wants to be that
way. We all want to be happy,
so my attitude has changed.”
Marina, 26, added: “You don’t
really want to talk about it
when love goes t*ts up.
“But I just thought there’s not
really an album out there that
deals with it in a humorous
way, like being really sarcastic,
so I wanted to make an album
with that tone and mood.
“You’ve got to make sad
things funny, otherwise it’s just
like the end of the world.”
Electra Heart’s four characters
were all created from Marina’s
romantic notions of America.
There’s the home-wrecker, the
prima donna, the teen idol and
the suburban housewife. And

when she takes The Lonely
Hearts Tour around the UK in
May — including the Queens Hall
in Edinburgh and Glasgow’s
ABC — they’ll all be present.
Marina explained: “I’ve always
had a fascination with America
and drawn inspiration from it.

Inspired

“The first album was 40s
kitsch Hollywood, this new one
has lots of suburban fashions
from the 60s and 70s, stuff like
pink, fluffy motel walls. I love
all that kind of stuff.
“So the set-up for the tour is
going to emulate a living room.

There will be a sofa, wallpaper
and hat stand. It’s like theatre
where plays have their own settings — that’s the idea I’ve been
inspired by.”
Her first album, The Family
Jewels went gold as it broke the
top ten in the UK, and also
gave her a decent fanbase both
in America and Europe.
But Marina said: “Looking
back, I don’t think I really
achieved anything with it.
“But I feel this one is a much
stronger representation of my
personality and what I stand for.
“Now that I listen to my first
album, I’m surprised it sold as
well as it did as it was a left-

field album even though I had
pop songs on there. It wasn’t an
album that could be played on
mainstream radio. I wanted my
second to have a more polished
sound — and I’ve done that.”
One group of people who
have definitely been impressed
are superstars Coldplay, who
have asked Marina to join their
European and US stadium tours
as the main support act.
She said: “I’m more excited
than anything. A stadium is the
ultimate training ground for a
performer at the beginning of
their career, so it’s brilliant.”
Q Electra Heart is out on April 30.
Info at marinaandthediamonds.com

rechristened Fatherson.
Soon they were on tour
with Idlewild, and notched
up their first festival appearances including Wickerman and the T Break Stage
at T In The Park. They have
also supported Panic! At
The Disco, Frightened
Rabbit, Feeder and Twin
Atlantic.
Last July, Fatherson
released a self-titled EP
through King Tut’s Recordings and at the recent Scottish Alternative Music
Awards, I presented them
with the gong for Best
Rock/Alternative Act.
There was a real buzz in
the room when Fatherson
performed and they should
take it as a compliment that
some folk questioned their
inclusion in an “alternative”
category.
The three lads — who
are still just 19 — release a
new single, First Born, on
April 9, and are on tour
across Scotland.
Catch them at the Tunnels in Aberdeen tonight,
Edinburgh’s Electric Circus
tomorrow, The Doghouse
in Dundee on Sunday and
a massive homecoming
gig at Kilmarnock’s Grand
Hall next Friday.
MORE: fatherson.co.uk
Q Jim will be playing
Fatherson on In:Demand
Uncut — Sunday 7-10pm
on Clyde 1, Forth One,
Northsound 1, Radio Borders, Tay FM, West FM &
West Sound FM.

INDIE
survivor
Eugene
McGuinness is finally about
to crash the mainstream —
but it’s not been easy.

The Londoner has released a
few low-key albums and was
part of Miles Kane’s band before
leaving earlier this year.
Now he’s set to cash in on his
years of hard graft with new
album The Invitation To The Voyage out in June.
Eugene, 26, said: “You could
say it’s hard to keep going when
it doesn’t take off immediately.
“But for me, I could have

packed it in, but you look
around and think ‘what else am
I going to f*****g do?’ Am I
going to start doing gardening?
“You’re not being realistic. It
can be difficult but you just get
on with it and make it a positive
thing.

Aggressive

“You look at so many people
around who should be packing it
in but aren’t — so if they are
not, then there’s no way I am.
“It’s the nature of the beast,
there will be ups and downs.

You just need to look it in the
eye and deal with it.”
The album’s big single Shotgun
has got everyone talking.
It’s a mega powerful tune and
hits shops on March 26.
Eugene raved: “I wanted to use
something with that riff and do
something a bit aggressive.
“It’s early days, but the reception so far has been really cool,
people seem to be getting
excited.
“I’m dead chuffed, but there’s
a hell of a lot more tunes for
people to hear.
“As cheesy it sounds, when I

was making the record I was trying to enjoy myself and get my
own gears going.
“A few of the tunes I see as
cinematic — I wanted to go widescreen on this record.
“The album has got a few different ideas of pop tunes.
“I wanted the whole thing to
sound modern.
“There’s a lot of influences. I
love Bowie and I’m a massive
Beatles fan, but I wanted it to
sound like a record released
today by someone who was into
those things.
“I wanted the whole thing to
sound a bit unusual.
“For example, Primal Scream
do that kind of thing really well.
“Plus if I tried to sound retro
I’d be rubbish, I’d mess it up
somehow by sitting on a synth
and giving the game away.”
Putting together the album was
a tricky situation for Eugene, as
his good pal Miles’ own solo
career took off.
So that meant Eugene had to
honour his touring commitments
all over the world.
He said: “It’s taken the best
part of two years to piece it all
together.

Working

ONES2WATCH

Vancouver, or C) Quebec.
Then text MUSIC plus your
answer, name and address
to 61192.

By CHRIS SWEENEY

BY TOM
CHURCHILL

WE’RE giving FIVE lucky
readers and a pal the
chance to see Canadian
chart-topper Drake at the
SECC on April 2 courtesy of
Gigs in Scotland.
Both of Drake’s albums,
Thank Me Later and Take
Care, have charted in the UK
Top 20.
He’s also collaborated
with the likes of Rihanna,
Eminem, Kanye West and
Nicki Minaj.
To be in with a chance of
winning a pair of tickets,
simply tell us: Drake was
born in which Canadian
city? A) Toronto, B)

FATHERSON

WHO: Ross Leighton (guitar/
vocals), Marc Strain (bass),
Greg Walkinshaw (drums)
WHERE: Kilmarnock
FOR FANS OF: Coldplay,
Frightened Rabbit, Biffy
Clyro
JIM SAYS: This may sound
dodgy, but the first time I
saw Ross Leighton perform
was in the ladies toilets at
The Arches in Glasgow.
I can assure you it was
all innocent.
Ross was doing a solo
acoustic set as part of an
invite-only event curated by
Detour Scotland.
Set up by Radio 1 DJ Ally
McCrae and his pal David
Weaver, Detour has gained
a reputation for off-the-wall
activities, including ‘kidnapping’ acts and taking them
to secret locations to film.
For A Wee Jaunt in May
2010, it was the audience
who went on a magical
mystery tour to see various
artists in music venue lavatories across the city.
Ross’s set was one of
many highlights that day.
I found it hard to believe
that a 17-year-old should
sport such a fine beard, let
alone be playing in a ladies
loo! His band at that time
were called Energy! and
had been formed when
they were all 14. Towards
the end of 2010, they were

CLUBBING

tickets to
see Drake
inGlasgow

BY CHRIS
SWEENEY

BY JIM GELLATLY

FASHION and rock ‘n’ roll go
Under The Moonlight tomorrow when trendy vintage clothing shop We Love To Boogie
put on their annual bash at
Glasgow’s Stereo
Get all the info at welove
toboogievintage.com

“I was in his band for about a
year and a half. I was there
when it got up and running
and I left at the end of January after a tour of Australia.
“The plan was always to
leave but I ended up staying
a bit longer than I intended
as it was just so much fun.
“I had to leave to get my
own band sorted out — it
was bittersweet.
“If I got a week off, I’d
be in the studio working
on this album.
“Being a musician, the
best possible thing that
can happen is being
busy — you feel like
you’re the man.
“It’s not good to
be
sitting
around
waiting
for
the
phone to ring.”
Now he’s back on
the Miles Kane touring roadshow — but
this time as the
support act.
The pair of
them
line
up
at
Glasgow’s
Barrowland
on
April 21 with
the next two nights
at Dundee’s Fat Sams
and The Ironworks in Inverness.
Eugene said: “The thing I
really want is for one of my
tunes to be a big hitter this year,
for it to do people’s heads in so
they are sick of hearing it.”
Q Pre-order Shotgun and get tour
tickets at eugenemcguinness.net

NEW YORK rockers Dispatch
are big news back home —
and now they are doing their
first-ever European shows.
They kick off at King Tut’s
in Glasgow on Tuesday night.
Check out dispatchmusic.
com

2 CAN PLAY THAT GAME

2MANYDJS @ The Arches,
!
Glasgow, tonight: The
Belgian brothers are back for their

annual shakedown. 2manydjs,
pictured — Stephen and David
Dewaele to their mum — first
blew the roof off The Arches in
2003 and their unique, dancefloor-destroying electro mashups are just as potent today.
They also play The Forum in
Aberdeen on Sunday.
TELEFUNKEN @ The
Annexe,
Edinburgh,
tonight: Deep house perfection
from the mighty Moodymanc,
who’s heading north from his
native Manchester to help the

$

Telefunken crew celebrate eight
years in the game. And if you’re
at the other end of the M8 then
don’t fret. The producer — real
name Danny Ward — also heads
to Glasgow tomorrow for DC
Sessions at The Berkeley Suite.
MIXED BIZNESS @ La
Cheetah, Glasgow, tonight:
Men of the moment Benjamin
Damage and Doc Daneeka hit
Scotland. Point To C and
Djamba also play back-toback with their unique
take on bleeding-edge
house and techno.
JACKHAMMER @
The Third Door,
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Edinburgh, tomorrow: Detroit
techno legend DJ Rolando — of
Los Hermanos and Underground
Resistance fame — swings by to
show off his turntable skills. Local
hero Stephen Brown also plays a
live set, and there’s support from
Wolfjazz, Keyte and Hammy.
SUBCULTURE v ANIMAL
FARM @ Sub Club, Glasgow, tomorrow: Swedish duo
Skudge bring their raw
techno to the mighty basement. Harri and the Animal Farm DJs warm up.
Q Email your news and
listings to tom.churchill@
the-sun.co.uk
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