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WEATHER BARN

WHO: Matthew Morris (guitar/vocals), Steve
Morris (bass), Daryl Rankin (guitar), Iain Dallas
(drums).
WHERE: Aberdeen.
FOR FANS OF: Death Cab For Cutie,
Bluetones, Teenage Fanclub.
JIM SAYS: Already on to a winner under their
former name Cast Of The Capital, they
changed it to reflect a change of personnel
and focus.
Since then, things seems to have stepped
up a gear, with the recent single Park Hands
gaining acclaim from key tastemakers across
the UK.
Linked to London label Kittiwake Records,
their folk/country tinged indie-pop has a
wonderfully confident swagger about it.
Weather Barn have stacks of crossover
potential and success beckons not only in the
UK. Given the breaks, American scenesters
will lap them up as well.
MORE: facebook.com/weatherbarn
Q Hear Jim on Amazing Radio, Sundays
from 3-4pm (DAB digital radio & online). See
jimgellatly.com

MEGA-SELLING pop punks
Blink 182 aren’t fazed about
playing in front of 85,000
fans at T In The Park.
The lads — who reformed
last year after splitting in
2005 — will make their
Balado debut next year.

In an exclusive interview with
SFTW, they reveal they
will showcase some of
their new album.
But they’re more worried about being entertaining enough for their KIDS
to switch off the video
games and watch them.
The appearance marks a
stunning comeback for
the lads — who have sold
more
than
40million
albums worldwide and
scored a huge hit here
with
All
The
Small
Things in 2000. Speaking from the
band’s studio in LA, bass player
Mark Hoppus said: “It’s really an
amazing thing that the UK has
stuck with Blink 182.
“Playing some of the festivals
last summer and coming back
again next year is just great.
“I’ve heard a lot about T In The
Park and I’m really excited to
play it. When we first started
announcing dates, everyone was

By CHRIS SWEENEY
hitting me up on Twitter asking
why we weren’t playing at T In
The Park.
“I have had to hold my tongue
for a month and a half, but now I
can say . . . we’re coming!”
Livewire Mark, left, is even
more fired up for T, after bumping into rock pal Dave Grohl —
frontman of headline act, the Foo
Fighters — recently.
He said: “The Foos are
friends of ours. We’ve
done a lot of shows
together — they always put
on an amazing rock show.
“I ran into Dave in Los
Angeles about two weeks
ago and we were talking
about
coming
over
together for T In The
Park. We were saying how
much fun it will be. Over
the years we’ve changed
as a band. When we first started
off we were three guys touring in
a van — then everyone got married, had kids and your perspective changes.
“But I think we’ve all changed
together and kept our passion.
“We travel with an entire circus
of children, toys, bicycles and
video games now. We make it like
a big party backstage.
“It doesn’t affect our focus as
all the kids come on stage to

watch the show, then we’ll look
over and half the kids won’t even
be paying attention as they’ll be
on their Nintendos.
“We feel like shouting: ‘What
are you doing playing a video
game? Can’t you see we’re rocking
in front of 15,000 people here?’”

Healing

Lighter moments aside, the band
are glad to have sorted out the
bitter disagreements that saw
them split and stop talking to
each other for years.
Drummer Travis Barker’s nearfatal plane crash in September
2008 has been billed as the turning point.
But Mark admits the healing
process had begun before that.
He said: “Taking the time off
when we did, everyone got a
chance to appreciate how blessed
we are with what we get to do

BLINK AND YOU’LL
MISS THEM . . .
Blink 182 promise
a rave show at T

for our jobs. We all joined Blink
again because we love touring,
recording — all of it is great.
“There’s been no big milliondollar offer to reform, none of
that. We all did it because this is
what we grew up doing and what
we love doing.
“Even before Travis’ crash, all
of us were in the head space that
we were ready to let the past be
the past.
“Then when Travis had his
crash, all the nonsense of whatever we were arguing about before
went away and we were back to
us being friends.
“From there we then decided to
continue doing Blink.”
Now back in harmony, they’re
locked away in
the studio battering out their
new album —
which will be
their sixth studio

effort — and hope to release it
next summer. And while its styles
are all over the shop, they’ll stick
to their unusual system of Mark
and guitarist Tom DeLonge swapping frontman duties.
Mark, 38, said: “We’re working
hard right now on songs and getting the record together.
“We’ll definitely be playing some
new stuff, some old stuff and mixing it up at T In The Park.

Fun

“There are songs on the new
record that sound like things we
would have written at the beginning of the band.
“There’s stuff that sounds like
nothing we’ve ever done before.
There are songs that sound like a
continuation of the last album.
“It’s a real fun time because
we’ve had the time to step
away, look at what we’ve

done and what we want to do —
then come back and write an
album we’re all really proud of.
“With only three people in the
band, each of us is totally equal.
“We never planned it out to
swap who sings, it’s just my voice
fits better with some songs and
Tom’s voice suits other songs.”
Blink are hitting T In The Park
— which is run by DF Concerts
and founding partner Tennent’s
Lager — and will headline its sister event Oxegen in Ireland.
But T organisers have revealed
that Blink are NOT doing a headline slot at Balado — meaning
there must be some monstrously
superstar names to come to
fill those slots alongside the Foo
Fighters.
Either way the Blink boys are
raring to go and just being on the
bill was beyond their wildest
dreams when they formed

back in 1992 in Tom’s
garage. Mark said: “Our biggest ambition was to play our
local club in San Diego.
“It held 1,200 people — that was
our biggest goal ever.
“Now to think we’re going
overseas and playing in front of
85,000 people in Scotland is just
ridiculous.
“So we want everyone to know
we can’t wait to come over.
“It’s going to be a lot of fun —
you’ve got our word on that and
we’ll be doing everything to put
on the best show we possibly
can.”
Q The next batch of T In The Park tickets go on sale in February.
Check out tinthepark.com for more
info or follow on facebook at facebook.
com/tinthepark.

BLINK 182 may not have
played T In The Park before, but
they know exactly what to expect.
They were blown away by the crowd at their
sold-out gig at Aberdeen’s AECC last summer
— their first show back together in Europe.
Mark said: “Summer in Scotland is like winter in
California, so the weather was a lot colder than
we’re used to. But inside that arena was ridiculously
hot, I walked off the stage sweating buckets after
having a great time. It was the crowd and the atmosphere that made it that way.”
They’ve also been warned that heavy rain isn’t
that unusual at Balado during T. Mark added: “Sometimes when it rains really hard, it makes for one of
the best shows of the tours. Hopefully it doesn’t rain
but if it does, we’ll have a great time anyway.”

