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COMEBACK lads Hard-Fi
reckon they had it too
EASY first time around.

He records under his
real name, refuses to
dish out any tough-talking
bravado
and
bravely
admits
his
favourite
pastime is HOUSEWORK.

The North London boy
revealed: “Our generation has
all the social networking stuff
like Twitter and Facebook
where you can connect to the
fans and find out what they
want from you.
“So it’s really important
now to let them see the real
you — and that’s what I do.
“I’m not ashamed to admit
it, I’d probably be a cleaner
if I wasn’t a singer.
“I really like ironing — it’s
therapeutic. I just like to be
in nice surroundings. I’m a
clean freak and really enjoy
doing it.
“Most people think I use a
stage name because it’s a
name they’ve never heard
before — but I can definitely
confirm it’s my real name.
“And yeah, I’m always
smiling because I’m a happy
guy naturally — I want that
to come through in my
music.
“So there’s no need for me
to make up some bad-boy
image to create interest.”
And Loick’s back-to-basics
approach is working a treat.
Current single How We
Roll hit No 2 in the charts at
the start of this month —
and it’s still in the top five.
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but I didn’t get a holiday as
I ended up being so busy.
“So the plan is to get a
few weeks away for myself
as a treat.”
Before he jets off to the
sunshine, Loick has to finish
off debut album Identity,
set to be released later this
year.
And it will feature most of
his close pals from the music
world.
Loick, 21, said: “I feel like
this album represents me.
“For anyone just finding
out who Loick Essien is,
they’ll know who I really am
after listening to the album.
“It’s stamped with my
identity and there’s no
escaping it.
“There’s still little bits and
bobs to do but all the songs
are ready and done.
“The UK isn’t that big a
place, so lots of us started
out in the same place, like
Tinie Tempah or Chipmunk
— they’ve been good friends
of mine for a long time.

BY JIM
GELLATLY

TRAPPED IN KANSAS

WHO: Finn LeMarinel (vocals/guitar),
Colin O’Hara (guitar/vocals), Christopher
Ward (bass/vocals), Iain Symes-Marshall
(drums)
WHERE: Ayr
FOR FANS OF: The Mars Volta, Biffy
Clyro, Foals
JIM SAYS: Trapped In Kansas have been
bubbling under for some time now,
continuing to build their reputation as one
of Scotland’s most exciting emerging
bands.
Featuring personnel from Scotland,
England and Ireland, they first got
together in 2008 at University of the West
of Scotland’s Ayr Campus.
Meeting in halls while studying
Commercial Music there, they originally
called themselves We Are Trapped In
Kansas.
I assumed the name was a Wizard Of
Oz reference, but apparently it stems from
a conversation they had about the worst
place you could be stuck.
Finn had travelled there when he was
younger and was dismayed by the

apparent nothingness. They might like to
keep that one quiet should they ever find
themselves on tour in the Sunflower
State!
Perhaps the most striking thing about
the band sound is Finn’s fragile, almost
whimpering vocals.
His yelps may put people off, but I find
his vocal style quite compelling. Mixed
with some intricate rhythms, they create a
unique sound that sets them apart from

They bagged Brit nominations
plus ended up landing pop
success in outposts like El Salvador, Guatemala, Peru and Japan.
But that was a boom time for
indie rock bands, with acts like
Razorlight, The Kooks and Kaiser
Chiefs all going great guns.
And frontman Rich Archer said:
“It’s a totally different world now
than it was five years ago.
“When we came on to the scene
there was a handful of decent
bands coming out — it was exciting and everyone was saying how
we hadn’t had that for a while.
“But now that feeling has gone
and it’s a different world — the
tastes of the public have changed.
“Pop and dance seem to be
insanely popular and in some

the competition. They seem quite happy
to be labelled Math Rock, and cite
so-called Math Rock bands like Maps &
Atlases and American Football as
influences, as well as gigging with Rolo
Tomassi, This Town Needs Guns and
Tubelord.
I’d suggest they have a bit more to
offer, so I’ll resist lumping them into any
particular scene.
The first Trapped In Kansas release was
a split EP with fellow Ayrshire band The
Darien Venture.
They followed that with two singles —
Towerblock and I Was Born — gaining
airplay from key industry figures like
Steve Lamacq, Tom Robinson and Vic
Galloway.
A new EP called How To Go is set for
release in September.
Trapped in Kansas play the Solus Tent
at The Wickerman Festival in Dumfries &
Galloway today at 1pm.
MORE: see trappedinkansas.com
Q Jim presents In:Demand Uncut,
Sunday 7-10pm on Clyde 1, Forth One,
Northsound 1, Radio Borders, Tay FM,
West FM & West Sound FM —
jimgellatly.com

out there, we’re all pumped up to
be playing live again, talking
about music — we’re really up for
this.”
It’s new album Killer Sounds —
out on August 22 — that has got
the Middlesex band excited. And
the initial reaction to it has given
them even more confidence.
Rich added: “People were going,
‘Oh my God, you guys are back’.
“There’s a sample of the album
up on YouTube and the reaction
has been really, really good — I’d
hope so, too, as we spent a lot of
time working on this. But so far
they all seem really into it.
“We wanted to work with different producers — we did a couple
of tracks with Stuart Price who’s
done Madonna and The Killers.
“If you want people like that,
you’ve gotta wait. We spoke to
Stuart and he said next month
we’ll get in the studio — but it
was nine months before we
actually did and then that’s a
year gone. So that’s why it took
so long to get right.
“We don’t see ourselves as just
an indie band. On the first
album, our big hit Living For
The Weekend was originally a
disco number. So this time we
wanted to find ways of introducing the music we loved growing
up but not have it sound dated.

Relaxing

Positive

“I’ve known Oritsé from
JLS before he was in the
band — we’re really close
friends.
“You always have your eye
on someone you know and
hope they do well — so it’s
nice to see all my friends
come through.
“Jessie J is another mate —
we’d swap early demos of
our stuff.
“All of us are congratulating each other at the point
we’ve all got to and there’s
this real positive feeling.”
And Loick is joining
another of his gang on tour
in October — rap star Wretch
32.
The pair get their full UK
run under way at Glasgow’s
ABC on October 16.
Loick said: “I’m excited
and Wretch is a close friend,
so it makes sense.
“It’s going to be two
friends
out
there
and
something that I’m really
looking forward to.
“I’ve learned what works
live and what doesn’t — so
everyone can expect a really
great show.
“For me, it’s going to be
one of THE tours of 2011.”
Q For more, go to loickessien.
com
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BY CHRIS
SWEENEY

THEY say image is
everything — but not
for r’n’b sensation
Loick Essien.

Their debut album Stars of
CCTV
shifted
1.2million
copies in 2005 and its
follow-up Once Upon A
Time In The West topped the
UK charts two years later.

By CHRIS SWEENEY
ways, people also got a bit lazy
five years ago.
“They thought ‘you put an
album out, it will sell loads and
the shows will be sold out’.
“But these days, you need to
promote your stuff — get out
there and work.
“There’s a wall of different information facing the public, so you
have to make sure people see you
and want to come to your gigs.”
But the boys from Staines
aren’t fazed by having to graft.
Rich, 34, explained: “We’ve
been away and people kept
saying, ‘What’s happened to
them? Where have they gone?’ All
that kind of stuff.
“Well, we’ve been making a
new record and doing some travelling. We did a big trip to the
States, to the places that are
the roots of music like Memphis,
Graceland and New Orleans.
“Time has just flown by — we
don’t know how three years
passed.
“We feel like we need to prove
ourselves again, we’ve got what it
takes — and we’ll show everyone
that. So we’re itching to get back

HARD-FI play Glasgow’s ABC on September 27,
and we have two pairs of tickets to give away. To
have a chance of winning, just tell us: What is the
name of the band’s upcoming third album?
Email your answer with your name, address and
phone number to chris.sweeney@the-sun.co.uk
by midnight on Sunday.Usual Scottish Sun rules
apply and Editor’s decision is final.

“Plus we’ll appreciate any
success more now. With time
away, you realise how great it is
being in a band. Absence makes
the heart grow fonder, with that
little bit of hindsight.
“We know how to deal with it
now, we know what to expect
and how to handle it — we can
relax and go with the ride.
“When it first happens, you
can’t help thinking ‘this could all
go wrong and finish tomorrow’.
So you’re really anxious to make
sure everything is the best but
sometimes the best way of doing
that is chilling out and relaxing —
we’ve learned to do that now.”
And the guys — Rich, guitarist
Ross Philips, bass player Kai
Stephens and drummer Steve
Kemp — aren’t holding back on
the live front. A full UK tour is
booked up and it hits Glasgow’s
ABC on September 27.
Rich raved: “We’ve had a little
taste so far, we’ve done a few
clubs shows and we headlined
the Leftfield stage at Glastonbury
— the reaction has been so great.
“It was like that first buzz
from our early shows. All the
ones so far have been blinding.
“That’s partly down to us and
to the fans — our gigs have
always been a two-way street.
“After being in the studio
for three years, we’ve had
enough of it and want to get
out there to do some riotous, rocking live shows.”
Q Pre-order the album and get
tour tickets at hard-fi.com

