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FOLK
beauty
Rachel
Sermanni honed her
skills in the tiny Highland
village of Carrbridge.

It has only 708 residents — a
far cry from her latest homes
from home, Delhi and Mumbai, which have a combined
population of 37million.
Rachel, 20, went on a
recording trip to India over
the festive period to lay down
tracks with superstars of the
Indian music world, Bickram
Ghosh and Papon Angaraag.
She said: “I was invited by
the British Council out there.
“They were keen to set up
a collaboration with Indian
and Scottish musicians.
“It was terrifying beforehand as I didn’t know what
was going to happen, but the
minute we met the guys, we
were best friends.

Fusion

“They had such an openness
and we all got on with the
job in hand, which was ambitious, but we managed it.
“Within the first four days
we’d written seven songs.
“The songs are all a fusion.
They have my voice and my
way with songs. Papon is
from near the Himalayas so
he has a really recognisable
Assamese sound and traditional voice, plus Bickram is
an amazing tabla player and
was coming up with some
incredible percussion.
“We’re hopefully going to
release them all once they’ve
been properly produced.”
After getting the new songs
down, Rachel then put on
some gigs of her own.
And she relished sampling
the refreshing environment of
the Indian music industry.
She added: “The audiences
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were all keen to listen and
really attentive.
“They were so lovely and
enthusiastic about my music.
We’ve got the opportunity to
go back — I’m sure we’ve got
lots of support out there now.
“It’s a huge country, but I
don’t think bands from India
do proper tours — they only
seem to last about five days.
“Their music industry is
still a baby and I suspect it’s
going to grow to be massive.
“It’s so good to be part of
it now at the start.”
The immediate priority for
Rachel is the February 6
release of her new EP Black
Currents — which has been
getting some serious attention
with both Dermot O’Leary
and Jo Whiley playing it on
the radio — and her UK tour
which starts this weekend.
Rachel said: “There’s some
momentum behind it now
with the radio play and all
that jazz, so I’m really excited.
“It’s all rolling nicely but it’s
not getting overwhelmingly
big — the way it’s gone is the
way I’d have liked it to have
gone.”
Q Get all Rachel’s tour dates and
info at rachelsermanni.net
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MUSICAL MIX
. . . Rachel
loved sets
with Papon
and Bickram

NEW MUSIC
BY JIM GELLATLY

PARETO
WHO: Kunal Kapur (vocals/guitars),
Dave Aird (guitar/vocals), Stuart
Caldow (bass/vocals), Ewan
McDonald (drums/vocals)
WHERE: Glasgow
FOR FANS OF: Jimmy Eat World,
Biffy Clyro, Idlewild
JIM SAYS: It’s lucky that Pareto are
still around. The first time I saw
them live, playing a gig in
Edinburgh a couple of years back,
they were just about electrocuted
due to dodgy gear!
To their credit, if perhaps
foolishly, they kept on playing.
It was clear they were a band
with a lot of potential despite the
poor sound and health risks.
Formed around three years ago
from the ashes of promising outfit
This July, Pareto came about when
offered a plum support slot with hot
Northern Irish band General Fiasco
at King Tut’s in Glasgow.
They were asked to play on the
reputation of their former band, but
little did the booker know they’d yet
to rehearse, let alone play a gig
together! They didn’t even have a
drummer at the time.
Stuart, known as Caldo, told me:
“It was an offer we couldn’t turn
down. We told a couple of little white
lies, drafted in Ewan on drums, and
28 days after our first rehearsal we
were on stage at King Tut’s.”
Pareto were offered another gig
almost immediately, so it obviously
went well despite the circumstances.
Former Sucioperro man Dave
Aird completed the current line-up
in 2010. Caldo said “We felt our
sound wasn’t quite big enough. We
had a headline show as part of the
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INDIE survivors Feeder are
sick to the back teeth of
being written off.

While most bands of their
generation have disappeared,
they’re still going strong after
18 years at the coal face.
Frontman Grant Nicholas fizzed:
“You can never write us off
as a band. It’s just
small-mindedness.
“We don’t want

people to know what’s in the tin
all the time, but we make indie
rock and I’m not saying we’re
ever going to turn into a techno
band or whatever.
“It’s important for people to
know we do really think about it
and work hard on each record,
but hang on to our identity —
that’s all we have as a band.
“There’s not many of us

SURVIVORS
. . . Taka &
Grant are still
hungry for
success

left. Most of them have gone who
we came up with and only a few
are still going, like Placebo, the
Manics and Stereophonics.
“But it’s not by accident that
we’re here — we’re still hungry to
do this.”
The band reckon their longevity
is down to their laidback attitude.
Grant, 44, said: “What’s worked
in our favour is that Feeder have

never been in people’s faces —
that’s given us a long shelf-life.
“We’ve had a really steady
climb. There has been tough times
but we survived.
“We’re still fresh, even though
we’re not young kids — we’re still
inspired and writing good music.”
Proving that point is new album
Generation Freakshow — out on
April 23.
It’s their eighth release and sees
a return to their trademark “big
anthem” sound after their experimental last album Renegades.
Newport lad Grant explained:
“There seems to be a lot of goodwill out there for the new album
and it’s good to have that in the
current climate, especially for a
band who’ve got a bit of a history.
“In this day and age, albums
come and go so quickly. It’s out
and in a week it’s gone — which
is scary when you think about all
the work that goes into making it.
“With this one, we’re trying to
make it a slow-burn and are not
going to rush things.
“We’re not going to follow the
blueprint we have on previous
albums — I want this to be via
word of mouth and on the back
of some good press.
“I write commercial songs. I’m
not saying they will all be top
tens, but that’s what I love.
“I really like my guitars but
when I write, it’s about the melody. That’s kind of given us that
Feeder identity, I think people
thought we had moved away
from that with the last record,
but that was never the plan.”
First single Borders is classic,
indie rock Feeder.
And it also showcases the idea
behind this new album — a
collection of made-up characters.
Grant said: “Borders is based
on a young girl who’s trapped
in small-town life.

Bubble

Rock N Roll Damnation festival at
Tut’s and got Dave to come and
play some guitar over the top.
“He was an old friend of ours,
fitted straight in, and instantly
became part of the band.”
They claim to be influenced by
“anything and everything, from
Mastodon to Prince”.
I’m not sure those extremes really
come across in the music, but they
do create an infectious — and very
accessible — brand of indie rock.
Their first single, This Is Where I
Draw The Line, and then the EP,
Your Heart Is Ready For Home,
generated healthy reviews.
And they stepped up a gear
when they entered the renowned
Chem 19 studio with producer Iain
Cook. The result was the Paint
Them Silver EP, which more than
enhanced their growing reputation,
along with the fabulous video that
accompanies the title track.
Though they performed at the
GoNorth industry showcase in
Inverness and the Wizard Festival in
Aberdeenshire, a few summer dates
last year fell by the wayside when
Ewan had to call off.
He had a great excuse — being
asked to fill in on drums for
Scotland’s band of the moment, Twin
Atlantic, on some European dates!
Recently back in the studio, a
stunning new single, The Antidote,
is available as a free download from
their website, with a further release
on the horizon.
MORE: paretomusic.co.uk
Q Jim will be playing Pareto on
In:Demand Uncut — Sunday
7-10pm on Clyde 1, Forth One,
Northsound 1, Radio Borders, Tay
FM, West FM & West Sound FM —
see jimgellatly.com

“I grew up in a small town in
South Wales. It was a nice place
to live, but I needed to get away
to do music. It’s about that, but
basing it on a girl was more interesting, so I’ve done that with
most of the tracks.
“The album title was inspired by
the time, as when we are recording I’m in my own little bubble.
“So I just checked my iPhone to
see what was happening and it
was all the rioting last summer.
“It struck a chord and I sat in
bed finishing a song and the line
Generation Freakshow came to
me about the youth of today —
and their frustrations.”
The guys — Grant and bass
player Taka Hirose, with drummer
Karl Brazil joining them for
shows — are hitting the road next
week for a short run of small
gigs, including The Ironworks in
Inverness next Friday, to get back
into the groove.
Grant said: “We played the same
place in Inverness about four years
ago and it was a really good gig.
“It’s nice to go somewhere a bit
different, but these are just
warm-up shows — we’ll be back
later in the year with a proper
tour doing all the big cities.”
One big Scottish date the guys
do have their sights set on is T In
The Park after they TURNED
DOWN an invitation last year.
Grant added: “We’re definitely
going to do the festivals — and
we’ll put on a rocking show.
“I’ll be very disappointed if we
don’t get T In The Park. We did
get offered it last year, but said
no as we wanted to wait until
we had a new album out.
“I don’t think we’ll be as high
up the bill as we should be, but
I really don’t care.
“As long as people come watch
us, it doesn’t matter. It’s just
about going out there and doing
it — that’s all we know, really.”
Q Get tour tickets and pre-order the
new album at feederweb.com
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