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brilliantly titled, if a little misleading, Words And Music By
Saint Etienne. The trio formulated a concept for the collection, which inspired them to
forge ahead with gusto in the
studio.
Sarah says: “We decided on
this idea of the whole album
being about how you listen to
music, how it affects you, how
it has been with you throughout
your life, and how it can transport you back to another time,
place, atmosphere or person.”
For Sarah, music has had an
all-encompassing hold on her
since early childhood.
“It’s played a huge role in my
life,” she says. “I was really into
music at a very young age.
“I was lucky because I started
out with parents that had quite
good taste, so I was introduced
to T. Rex, The Beatles, The
Beach Boys and The Carpenters
— really good melodic pop.

The indie dance trio are
back with their first album
since Tales from Turnpike
House seven years ago and
are still packing a gentle
punch
in
an
industry
famous for its fleeting components.

And lead singer Sarah, 45,
says the key to her band’s
survival for 22 years has, ironically, been their lack of chart
success.
“If you have some screamingly
big hit everybody wants you to
recreate it,” she explains. “And
you’re
put
under
enormous
pressure.
“We’ve never had a massive
hit — that’s partly what’s given
us longevity.

Rebel

yngitis,
w h i c h
f o r c e d
S a i n t
Etienne to
cancel their
show at the London Palladium
this week.
“We’ve been on tour and it’s
been getting worse and worse
with each gig,” the committed
singer admits. “I’ve finally had
to give in.
“I’m a bit silly really because
I should have stopped sooner.”
On a healthier note, the
band have reaped the
benefits of a sevenyear
recording

absence by releasing 13 new
tracks that prove they’re setting
the pop pace rather than just
trying to keep up with it. And
their modern approach is being
reflected in the decreasing average age of their audience.
“The people at our gigs are a
lot younger than you’d think,”
says Sarah, herself a tad
surprised.
But, lyrically the album pays
homage to the past, back to a
time pre-dating downloading
and a conveyor belt of throwaway music. Against the

contemporary
soundscape,
Sarah’s words are steeped in
nostalgic yearnings for a bygone
era when pop artists were as
important to fans as the songs.
Sarah says: “At the moment
there’s a lot of faceless music
around where people just download one track and they don’t
have the album.
“They don’t know much about
these people and sometimes
don’t even know what they look
like.
“I like my pop bands to have
an identity.”
The well-connected Londoners
enlisted a “really talented pool
of people” to help them pen the

“Then, of course, as soon as I
got to an age where I wanted to
rebel, I immediately started listening to things that they
wouldn’t like.
“There have been some really
exciting periods in music in
my lifetime. It’s been quite
astounding.”
Now a mum-of-two, Sarah’s
priorities may have shifted but
her love affair with music has
never faltered.
“I just have two different
roles and I enjoy both hugely,”
she says.
Even when Saint Etienne are
having an hiatus, Sarah throws
herself into innumerable solo
challenges and collaborations.
However,
the
band
will
always be her “priority and first
love”.
She adds: “I like the feeling
of being in a gang. If you put a
record out, it involves a certain
amount of travelling and doing
it alone is a lonely process.
“I much prefer doing it with
my mates.”

NEW MUSIC

Tootle

“We’ve been allowed to tootle
along doing things creatively
how we want to do them.
“That’s enabled us to enjoy
the whole process — not that we
don’t want a top ten hit!”
Personality clashes in bands
are also a common cause of
break-ups but such disharmony
has never been an issue for
Sarah, Bob Stanley and Pete
Wiggs.
“We don’t really argue about
anything,” she says, proudly.
“We’re like soulmates.”
In contrast to Sarah’s silkysmooth vocals, there’s a husky
edge to her voice as she talks.
That’s because she’s fallen victim to a debilitating bout of lar-
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SARAH CRACKNELL
believes
staying
under the mainstream radar has
kept Saint Etienne in
the pop business for
more
than
two
decades.
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ED SHEERAN is the British music
scene’s main man.

In the past year, his debut album + has
gone quadruple platinum selling 1.2million
copies and he’s topped the charts with a
shovelful of hit singles.
He also cleaned up at the Brits with
two awards — Best Male and Best Breakthrough — and scooped Best Song at the
respected Ivor Novellos.
But enjoy it while it lasts, as the wee
man has got his future mapped out . . . he
wants to settle down and start a family.
Ed, 21, revealed: “I want to have a wife
and kids, I don’t want to be on the road
for the rest of my life. My dream for my
golden years is to sit in a hut in my
garden, bang out a song a day and then
go hang out with my kids.
“So I’d like to get into a position as
being known as a songwriter as well as a
solo performer.

Normal

“I don’t think I’ll ever give up touring
totally, but I’ll slow down in ten years’
time so I might do it once a year, rather
than all year round like I am now.”
But there will be plenty of shows before
Ed gets out the pipe and slippers.
And he kicks off a massive summer at
RockNess next weekend — along with
Biffy Clyro, Mumford And Sons, Deadmau5, The View and Wretch 32 — where
he will headline the Goldenvoice Arena.
It is extremely rare that someone who
was unknown a year ago gets headline
status at a big festival, but Ed — who has
been writing for Taylor Swift — is taking
it in his stride.
He said: “Never believing your own
hype is a very important thing to do.
“I have to remember that I’m a human
being, I’m not a product. I have friends
and family. I have to remain the same,
because if things go wrong, I’ve got to go
back to that life I used to have.
“And if I remain normal throughout all
this, there won’t be any adjustments if
that happens.
“It would be quite a culture shock to go
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By CHRIS SWEENEY
from doing all this stuff to stopping and
having to pick up the pieces, but I’ve
made sure that I kept my pieces together.
“Before all this happened, I’d play a gig
every day and, on my days off, I’d go into
the studio. And nothing has changed. I’m
still playing gigs and when I have days
off, I go into the studio.
“I still wear the same clothes, eat the
same food, have the same friends — I’ve
kept it all the same.”
While his off-stage life might be the
same, now Ed is not just playing openmic nights in London pubs.
He is just back from supporting Snow
Patrol in the US and Canada — and on
some nights, he had more fans than them.
Ed, who grew up in Suffolk market
town Framlingham, said: “I think the trick
is just to go to North America. The word
had spread a little bit through the internet, but you need to go and create a buzz.
“I put five years’ work into Britain and
America is four or five times the size, so
it’s going to take a bit of time but I just
need to keep going back.
“Plus it was great being with Snow
Patrol — hanging around a band that is as
big and successful as them was great.
“They are all really cool people who
don’t have big egos. It’s good to be around
your peers and see they are normal.”
Normal is something Ed is personified
and his phenomenal last 12 months is still
sinking in.
He admitted: “The whole year has a
been a highlight. The Ivors, the Brits, the
album going No 1 and then selling over a
million copies.
“It has been brilliant — I’ll remember
this year for the rest of my life.”
But right now it’s all systems go for
RockNess and Ed has a message for every
one of 35,000 revellers storming the banks
of Loch Ness next week.
He said: “All of them need to know, I’m
going to put on hopefully the best show of
the summer for them. I’m coming up
there to give it my all.”
Q For RockNess 2012 tickets and travel packages, go to rockness.co.uk

PULLOUT ON THURSDAY
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WHO: Billy Boyd (producer/writer/sometimes vocalist)
WHERE: Arbroath
FOR FANS OF: Daft Punk, Calvin Harris,
Beastie Boys
JIM SAYS: A bit of mystery about an act can
often help build the profile. For Lance Carter
the cat was out of the bag as soon as the
music went public.
The problem was, as Billy Boyd was
doing his own PR, it was obvious who was
behind Lance Carter.
The first Lance Carter EP slipped out at
the start of the year, with the brilliant new single Run This out this week.
It’s as strong a track as DJ Fresh’s current
collaboration with Dizzee Rascal, and just
as worthy of a high chart placing.
Run This features vocals from South African singer Jamie King, who’s previously
partnered UK rapper Sway on disc.
Billy said: “Jamie King is an incredible talent. I used the power of social networking to
hook things up and we started bouncing
music and vocal tracks back and forward.”
With around 30 tracks in place for the
Lance Carter album, Billy now has to decide
which ones to include. He said: “I feel like
the hardest working man in music and yet,
due to the perfect balance of family and creativeness, it doesn’t feel like work.”
MORE: facebook.com/LanceCarterMusic
Q Jim will be featuring Lance Carter on
In:Demand Uncut — Sunday 7-10pm on
Clyde 1, Forth One, North Sound 1, Radio
Borders, Tay FM, West FM & West Sound
FM. Visit indemandscotland.co.uk

