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WHERE: Edinburgh
FOR FANS OF: Laura Marling,
Rachel Sermanni, Nina Nesbitt
JIM SAYS: Despite being asked
the question almost every day, I
usually struggle to state what new
acts I’m most excited by.
It’s handy to have a stock
answer for this question, and at the
moment Edinburgh schoolgirl
Megan Davidson is top of the list.
The 16-year-old singer/
songwriter, who performs as
Megan D, is the real deal. Carving
out her own style, the tracks I’ve
heard so far are phenomenal.
Every Song That I Sing is one of
the finest things I’ve heard this
year. It gives me a chill down my
spine every time I hear it.
Her beautiful but slightly fragile
voice pulls you in. Megan has a
wonderful way with words, even if
she does play down her songwriting
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supported by Creative Scotland’s
CashBack For Creativity
programme, which re-invests the
proceeds of crime back into
cultural activities for young people.
Megan said: “You just had to
send in a couple of songs, and
they picked out six acts to record
at Verden. Most of the songs I
have just now were done in
bedroom studios with my friends
so they aren’t great recordings.”
Gavin Fort, studio manager at
Verden Studios, told me: “When
we heard Megan’s application we
were all pretty amazed. At a recent
group pre-production session where
all the acts met for the first time she
wowed the other young acts — you
could hear a pin drop.”
MORE: facebook.com/megandmusic
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skills. She told me: “I think my lyrics
are more simple than most artists
out at the moment.
“You won’t find any fancy
metaphors or anything like that in
there, it’s just my thoughts.”
As word about Megan D starts to
grow, she’s also got the
endorsement of the Verden Demo
Project in Edinburgh. It’s

Q Jim will be playing Megan D on
In:Demand Uncut this Sunday from 7pm
on Clyde 1, Forth One, Northsound 1,
Radio Borders, Tay FM, West FM & West
Sound FM. See indemandscotland.co.uk

those people that goes about
saying, ‘Look at me’.
“I had it for a year before it
got out but I don’t like to shout
from the rooftops about what I
do. I wouldn’t want anyone to
ever think I’m bragging.”
Amy has had some time off
recently as she gears up for a
European tour which carries on
into December and hits Glasgow’s ABC on October 30 and 31.
And she’s NOT booked arenas
on purpose.
She
explained:
“I
prefer
playing smaller venues, so we
purposely picked smaller ones to
do a couple of nights, rather
than one big night.
“I did an arena tour in Europe
in 2010 for the last album.

By CHRIS SWEENEY

AMY
MACDONALD
started off as a wideeyed teenager.

Now she’s released her third
chart-topping album Life In A
Beautiful Light, she’s got a
stack of platinum discs and an
army of fans.
But she still raises eyebrows —
as people either don’t know her
or don’t think she can cut it.
Amy, 25, said: “I don’t know
why, but people don’t expect it.
“At T In The Park this year, I
was overwhelmed by how busy
the tent was.
“And there were a lot of
people who thought, ‘Where did
that come from?’
“But that’s what I’ve always
been like — because I’ve been
touring constantly, I get a lot of
practice.
“So I can come along, do a
set, bang my way through it
and it’s really good.
“There were a lot of people
there who weren’t fans but
came to watch, and I had such
an amazing response after it.
“The same thing happened
recently when I was on Rob
Brydon’s TV show.

Ambitious

LIFE’S GOOD
. . Amy loves
live gigs

Exposure

“It was the week of the
Olympics closing ceremony and
the whole chart was made up of
all the artists who’d been on it
as there were 20million people
watching.
“But my album went back up
to No4 — I was the only person
in the Top 10 who didn’t do the
Olympics.
“It was all over Twitter and
Facebook, people saying they’d
never heard me but saw me on
Rob Brydon. It just shows you
how important it is to keep
getting exposure.”
Amy
reckons
she’s
not
reached her full potential.
And that’s because radio stations don’t want to back her.
She said: “In Scotland I get
amazing support, they’ve been
behind me since the beginning.
“But the rest of the UK is
difficult, I’ve never had radio
support.
“For example, Emeli Sandé
has done amazingly well and if
she’s got a new song out, she
probably gets about 3,000 plays
a week. I’m lucky if I get 200.
“That’s the difference, in the
UK as a whole I’ve got Radio 2,
Real Radio and Absolute Radio.

I don’t have Capital Radio or
Radio 1.
“I don’t know why, my label
have been banging their head off
the wall from the beginning as
so many people refuse to play
my songs — there’s no reason.”
But it’s not like Amy isn’t a
mainstream act.
The lowest position any of her
albums have debuted in the UK
is No4.
Amy said: “I’m an album artist but this summer showed me
how many people haven’t heard
my music. It annoys me a bit.
“How do people know if they
like it if they never hear it?”
Possibly keeping Amy’s profile
even lower is her laid-back
attitude to the pop game.
She admitted she’s more like
one of the staff at her record
label, and added: “People do
want to do things for me, but I
don’t know why — I can do them
myself. If I have to go to

London, my manager calls and
says the label will sort out a
hotel. But I do it myself, it’s easier as I can stay where I want.
“Some artists do get a bit too
big for their boots.
“But I still live in Glasgow
and still have the same friends
from school. If I started becoming a diva then they’d bring me
back down to the ground.”
Despite not getting the exposure of some acts, Amy has still
made a fortune.
She explained: “I’m so lucky
as I’ve got such a big live side.
“I do so many gigs and not
just here, as I have had success
in Europe.
“And because I write everything myself, it means that even
with a little bit of radio play
I’m going to earn money.
“Whereas if you’re writing
with ten other people, everything
you get is hugely diminished.
“It was weird getting money

so young as I signed my record
deal at 18. I never had a job
before this. I just went from
scrounging off my mum and dad
to being able to afford what I
wanted.
“It hasn’t changed me but it
makes things better, I can buy
my friends things as well.
“It makes me happy I can
share the success with the people closest to me — I treat my
family and friends when I can.
“I’ve always been level-headed.
My mum used to be an accountant, so I wouldn’t have been
allowed to blow it.”
However, there is
the small matter of
her car collection —
a £170,000 Ferrari
458, £158,000 Audi
R8 GT and her
£140,000
Range
Rover Overfinch.
But she does her
best to keep details
like that secret.
Amy admitted: “It
makes me feel so
awkward.
“I’m so not one of

“It was great being in these
massive venues but you totally
lose the vibe.
“It’s not the same, I was longing to go back to being packed
in like a can of sardines. It’s a
much better atmosphere.”
And Amy has her eyes fixed
on her future. She’s not looking
to settle down and start a
family anytime soon and is in
music for the long run.
Amy said: “I still feel like a
child myself. I’m happy with my
dog — my mum watches him
when I go away.
“I’m ambitious and I’d always
want to do something more. As
long as it makes me happy, I’ll
always want to do this.
“It would be amazing to think
people still wanted to listen for
many years to come.
“But if I wasn’t enjoying it, I
would stop — it’s more important
to
be
happy
rather
than
miserable.”
Q Amy’s new single 4th Of July is
released on Monday — go to
amymacdonald.co.uk

AMY was the star turn at the
Olympic athletes’ parade last
month — playing her hit Pride
outside Buckingham Palace.
She said: “The organisers
heard it and thought it was
perfect. It’s about Scotland so I
changed the lyrics to make it
about the Olympics. One line is
about the blue and white of the
flag, so I had to stick a cheeky
red in there as well.
“I was there with Chris Hoy
but it was weird being around
all these athletes who’ve done
us proud all summer, as I’m the
most unathletic person ever.”

