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NEW
MUSIC
By
By JIM
JIM GELLATLY
GELLATLY

THE MOUSE THAT
ATE THE CAT

WHO: Brian Henderson
(vocals/synth/programming),
Colin Keenan (guitar/
programming)
WHERE: Glasgow
FOR FANS OF: Bloc Party, Hot
Chip, Passion Pit
JIM SAYS: I’m so tempted to
refer to The Mouse That Ate The
Cat as a supergroup, as they
very much are in my eyes.
Brian and Colin’s previous
music ventures really should
have led to bigger things.
Sadly, critical acclaim isn’t
everything and neither The
Dykeenies nor Drive-by Argument
enjoyed the success they
deserved.
Brian fronted The Dykeenies
who parted company despite a
second album that I reckon easily
outshone their higher profile
debut.
As for Drive-by, in which Colin
played guitar, so much had been
expected but they split in 2009.
Both were playing in other
bands when The Mouse That Ate
The Cat came about. In fact Brian
was still fronting The Dykeenies
at the time.
It’s only in the past few months
that TMTATC has become the
priority for both musicians.
Colin said: “We started out in
2010 as a side-project with three
songs.
“By February 2011, we picked
up our first Radio 1 airplay and
had our first live show booked.
Since then, we’ve been touring,
releasing and almost functioning
properly as a band!” Despite all
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DOUBLE LIFE . . Chris in WWE, and band
By CHRIS SWEENEY

WRESTLING superstar Chris
Jericho
is
living
the
American dream — but he
can’t get enough of rocking out in Scotland.

Growing up in Long
Island, New York, he had
two very different goals.

Chris said: “I wanted to be in
a rock band and I wanted to be
a wrestler.
“Those were my two dreams, I
had no idea why and I had no
idea how I was going to make
them happen.”
Well, he’s done the wrestling
side of things — and then some.
He’s one of the biggest
names in the sport — regularly
topping the bill on huge payper-view events in sold-out
sports stadia around the globe.
Chris, whose WWE name is
Ayatollah Rock ’n’ Rolla, is also
one of the few revered Grand
Slam champions, meaning he’s
won every belt available. Even
Hulk Hogan isn’t part of that
elite group.
The success turned him into an
international celebrity and has
made him a fortune but Chris
has his heart set on another
career . . . as a full-fledged rocker.
His band Fozzy are on fire
right now with recent album Sin
And Bones being well received.
And it’s driving the WWE
mad as they want Chris to sign
a new deal and commit to them.

Strumming

Chris said: “Wrestling took off
first but now Fozzy has taken
off and keeps growing, wrestling has taken a back seat.
“My whole schedule is based
on Fozzy. If you ever do see me
come back to the WWE, it’s
because Fozzy is taking a break.
“I have huge passion for both,
I love them both but where I’m
at right now is to keep the
band growing and growing.
“I’m very fortunate but it’s
also a lot of hard work.
“This band has been going for
13 years. And this next tour
will be our tenth time in the
UK. We’ve been slugging it out.
“I never woke up one day and
thought, ‘I’m going to be a
singer in a band’.
“Anyone who knows me
knows I’ve been doing this my
whole life. I’ve been in bands
since I was 12, long before I
was wrestling.
“Wrestling took off first but I
always continued to play. I’ll be
a musician when I’m 70 sitting
in the back of a pub somewhere
strumming Nirvana songs on an
acoustic guitar if I have to.”
Fozzy turned a corner when
they realised what they were
best at. And now they’re going

at it full-throttle. Chris, 41, said:
“We figured out what Fozzy
does best and that’s heavy riffs
with very melodic choruses. If
Metallica and Journey had a bastard child, it would be Fozzy.
“We wrote this record accordingly. It’s different from what a
lot of bands are doing nowadays because it’s our own style.”
Off the back of the album’s
success, Fozzy are hitting the
road on a big European tour
which stops here at The Arches
in Glasgow on November 30.
Part of the buzz around the
band is their feedback from
their electric gigs — and Chris
reckons it’s well deserved.
He said: “We’ve carved out a
reputation for ourselves around
the world as an exciting, energetic and entertaining live band.
“We want them to walk away
going, ‘We love Metallica, but
Fozzy . . . we never expected that’.
“And that’s the reaction we
get across the board.
“Wrestling and being in a
band are both very creative and

they are both very hard. Doing a
30-minute set each night is like
doing a 30-minute aerobics class.
“I lost tons of weight on the
last tour as we put so much
effort and energy in. But we’re
proud to do it.
“Everybody is giving everything
on stage ever night, both as musicians and entertainers.

Crazy

“That’s our job — we know
fans spend their hard-earned
money to come see us so we
want them to get their money’s
worth and more.”
He added: “The big crowds
are easy but the small ones are
where you really learn.
“I’ve wrestled in front of just
seven people and played shows
for 20 people.”
Glasgow is a key stop on the
tour for the band.
They specifically wanted to
play in the city and Chris
admits previous gigs there stuck
with him more than big

wrestling shows. He said: “Some
fans are crazier than others.
“Places like Chicago, Las
Vegas, New York and Portland
— they are crazy. But when I
think of the UK, I think of
Glasgow in particular.
“It’s always a wild show. I
don’t know what it is — maybe
people drink a bit more beer
and want to have more fun.
“We love that — our shows are
contingent on the reaction we
get from the audience, which
makes us give back even more
energy — it’s a reciprocal vibe.
“You just know some places
are going to be good nights
before you step on stage and
Glasgow is always one of them.”
Chris is planning to cut loose
in Glasgow. He said: “It’s
always cool to come back and
see all our old friends and
make some new ones.
“We’re looking forward to tearing some heads off and having
a few pints afterwards.”
Q Get tour tickets and info at
fozzyrock.com

this, I was surprised to hear that
they are approaching the release
of 40 Years From Now at the end
of the month as their debut
single.
All the free downloads, and
their presence on the national
online station Amazing Radio,
where I present a weekly
showcase, suggests a band that
have been around a lot longer.
TMTATC’s music is pretty hard
to define. One thing for sure is
it’s a big departure from the
indie-rock of The Dykeenies or
indeed Drive-by Argument’s
pioneering alt.rock sound.
Colin said: “We’ve been friends
since the early Dykeenies/DBA
days. As Bri says, we’d always
‘threatened’ to do something
together musically. We sent
some ideas back and forth for a
while until we found something
that worked and it grew from
there. It took us a lot of ideas to
find something we agreed on.”
They’ve just supported New
Zealand synth pop star
Ladyhawke, and tour across
Scotland around the release of
the single.
Kicking off in Dundee on
November 24, the dates also take
in Aberdeen, Dunfermline,
Inverness, Wick, Thurso,
Edinburgh, Glasgow and
Kilmarnock. 40 Years From Now
is released on November 26.
MORE: tmtatc.co.uk

Q Jim will be playing The Mouse That
Ate The Cat on In:Demand Uncut this
Sunday from 7pm on Clyde 1, Forth
One, Northsound 1, Radio Borders, Tay
FM, West FM & West Sound FM. See
indemandscotland.co.uk

