She got the Hackney boy
penning poetry.
Now he’s gone from street
poet to the next underground
MC about to storm the charts.
Mikill said: “My album is
called Blame Miss Barclay —
purely and simply she believed
in my creative writing skills,
and told me to carry on no
matter what I wrote about.
“This album is a statement of
intent, I’m trying to show how
creatively I can write.
“Obviously it’s about the
music but it’s more about the
writing.
“I started writing prose and
poetry before I was rapping.
“If you tell a kid you’re a
poet, they think you’re boring —
if you tell a kid, you’re a rapper, their ears prick up.
“But that’s just the society we
live in.
“It’s a bad thing if you can’t
adapt, I had to get my message
out — I had to rap.
“I wouldn’t have got that
many people to listen to me if I
just did spoken word.
“Call me what you want,
rapper, street poet, MC — I’m
not bothered.”
And with the UK charts
flooded with hip hop stars,
it’s not been easy breaking
through.
Mikill,
28,
said:
“It
definitely hasn’t been easy —
but cream always rises to
the top.
“If you’re good and people
recognise it, they’re going to
speak about you highly.
“I think one of the most
powerful mediums is word of
mouth.
“If someone tells someone to
listen to your stuff, if their
opinion is respected by whoever
they’re talking to, then they’ll
listen.
“It might take a while but I
genuinely think you get there in

Q Texts cost £1 plus standard network rates.
Strictly over-18s only. Competition closes at midnight tonight. If you text after the closing date/time
of this competition you will not be entered but you
may still be charged. One winner and four runners
up will be selected at random after the closing date
from all correct entries received. Usual Scottish
Sun rules apply. Editor’s decision is final.

ONE2SEE

FRESH from winning her first ever
award at last week’s Tartan Clefs,
Carly Conor is in the zone.
She’s got her cracking Lost Love
EP up for free download and she’s
doing a small Scots tour — starting
at Edinburgh’s Electric Circus on
Wednesday night.
Get the EP and gig tickets at
carly-connor.com

JAMIE & SHOONY

WHO: Jamie Keir (vocals), Shoony
Kowalski (guitar), Richard Neill (drums)
WHERE: Edinburgh
FOR FANS OF: Rizzle Kicks, Jamie T,
The View
JIM SAYS: Back in 1987 (eek, that’s
25 years ago!) I remember pop star Tiffany made a name for herself by touring shopping malls across the States.
Perhaps Jamie & Shoony are Edinburgh’s equivalent. The boys boosted
their profile thanks to an impromptu
performance at Asda at The Jewel.
Even when I saw the video of the
episode, featuring their track Anyway, I
figured it was all a set up. They assure
me it was totally off the cuff.
Jamie explained: “With a new song
written we wanted to shoot a video for
it that we could stick on the net. The
camera ran out of memory so we went
to Asda for a memory card. We looked

at each other and decided to just play
the song in the store.
“We walked over to aisle 23, hit
record and just went for it! The shoppers seemed to be caught off-guard a
bit and the staff were just too baffled to
say anything. We even got a small
round of applause afterwards . . .
before being escorted out by security.
“The branch manager tracked me
down to say although it was a bit
cheeky. He found the whole thing really
funny. We were invited back to play a
full gig in the middle of the store.”
They also found themselves an ally
in Wet Wet Wet drummer Tommy
Cunningham.
They’d entered a competition
through Real Radio to support the
Wets at Glasgow Green in the summer. Tommy expressed his love for
Jamie & Shoony but the public vote
dictated that another band, Raintown,

got the prestigious slot on the Green.
The guys had better luck when they
entered another radio competition.
This time there was no public vote, but
a panel including myself, right with the
lads, at the Forth One To Watch final.
When you see them live you can
understand how they could just roll up
to a supermarket and play.
With just acoustic guitar and vocals,
plus Richard laying down the beats,
it’s a simple but effective formula.
Jamie & Shoony’s acoustic hip
hop’s a great alternative to what else is
going on in music at the moment.
PS: Just watched the original Asda
video on YouTube again. I can’t believe
people kept doing their shopping while
the boys performed in the aisle!
MORE: facebook.com/jamieandshoony

Q Jim will be playing Jamie & Shoony on
In:Demand Uncut this Sunday from 7pm on
Clyde 1, Forth One, Northsound 1, Radio
Borders, Tay FM, West FM & West Sound FM.
See indemandscotland.co.uk

the end if people discover you
that way.”
Plenty of big names have
already discovered Mikill.
He did a track with Ed
Sheeran which became a real
fans’ favourite.
And he’s just released his first
proper single, Dirty Rider.
Mikill said: “I enjoy what I do
and I have so much respect for
the people I work with — and
they reciprocate that. It never
feels like working.
“All the people I’ve worked
with, I’m a fan of them — so for
them to work with me is
amazing and makes it all grow
organically. Nothing I ever do is
contrived.”
Building up to a big 2013
which will see his album
released, Mikill is on the road.
He’s opening up for Rizzle
Kicks on their UK tour — which
hits Glasgow, Edinburgh and
Aberdeen next week.

Tricks

Mikill added: “The music is
what
makes
people
pay
attention.
“When you meet an attractive
girl, you want her to be goodlooking and inside you want
there to be substance.
“But it’s the looks that attract
you and it’s the personality that
keeps you attracted. It’s the
same with a live show.
“I’m trying to appeal to an
intelligent fan base.
“I’m not going to put an age,
sex or race on it.
“As long as people understand
the lyrics, that’s all I want.
“When the album comes out, I
want it to go to anyone who
can understand what I’m saying.
“I don’t want people to buy it
thinking it’s throwaway — I
want them to know that I’m
substantial. I’m never going to
have any ploys or use any
marketing tricks.
“We all have our own path
and mine is clear-cut in my
head. I want people to listen to
my lyrics.”
Q For tour dates and to download the
single go to mikillpane.com

ONE2HEAR

ISLAND Records are backing
London duo AlunaGeorge to do big
things.
They are going to get a serious
push next year.
And their first single Your Drums
Your Love has kicked things off
perfectly.
It’s a proper banger — check it
out at alunageorge.com

NEW MUSIC
CLUBZ

ning, simply answer the following
question: Marilyn Manson was
once married to which famous
burlesque performer? Then text
SUN1 plus your answer, name and
address to 61192.

By CHRIS
SWEENEY

be missed, showcasing 15 worldclass burlesque acts.
We will also provide a photographer to take photos of your group
with the performers. After a great
night out on us, your chauffeurdriven limousine will make sure
you get home safely.
That’s not all — we’re also giving
four runners-up the chance to win
a pair of complimentary tickets.
To be in with a chance of win-

ONES2WATCH

HOW would you like to win the
ultimate burlesque night out for
you and a mate?
Club Noir and O2 Academy
Glasgow are giving one lucky
winner and a friend the chance to
be picked up in a limo and taken to
experience Club Noir’s Winter
Wonderland at O2 Academy
Glasgow on Saturday December 1,
for a fantastic night out.
This is an amazing night not to

PROMISING rapper Mikill
Pane’s hip-hop mentor
is his
old English
teacher — Miss Barclay.
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