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NEW MUSIC
By JIM GELLATLY

PALE FIRE

repertoire of songs that have won them fans all over. Kris
added: “The internet provides a wealth of opportunities
for unsigned bands to get their music heard.
“Posting our music on social media sites has meant
we’ve gained fans in Japan, South Africa, North America
and Australia.
“Much has been made about the demise of the record
industry, however the fact that the means of production
and distribution, not to mention ownership of music, is
now in the hands of bands rather than record companies
can only be a good thing.
“The world is a smaller place thanks to the net, and
even if nobody in Coatbridge gives a hoot about Pale
Fire, plenty of others will.”
James said: “So far we’ve exceeded our own expectations. It’s been thrilling to hear our music on the radio and
on podcasts.”
Another highlight was supporting Johnny Marr favourites Jaill at Glasgow’s Stereo. Taking a break from live
shows, the band are currently working on a debut album.
James revealed: “We hope to release it later this year.
Hopefully the next step will be to play venues like King
Tut’s and the new band stages at some of this year’s summer festivals.”
Visit facebook.com/palefireglasgow
Q Jim will be playing Pale Fire on In:Demand Uncut
this Sunday from 7pm on Clyde 1, Forth One, Northsound 1, Radio Borders, Tay FM, West FM & West
Sound FM. indemandscotland.co.uk.

ONES2WATCH

WHO: James McCann (vocals), Adrian Walker (guitar),
Kris O’Rourke (guitar), Matthew Nevans (bass), Barry
Boulton (drums).
WHERE: Airdrie/Coatbridge.
FOR FANS OF: Glasvegas, The Twilight Sad, Frightened
Rabbit.
JIM SAYS: I’ve always thought that making music should
be a passion. If you’re doing it purely for stardom or financial gain, it’s surely never going to have the same spirit.
For Lanarkshire 30-somethings Pale Fire it was a social
thing that became more serious.
Kris explained: “We are all old friends juggling the
demands of families and full-time jobs. We formed the
band in October 2011 as a way of making sure that we
saw each other at least once a week at band practice.”
Perhaps without the pressures of striving to be the
“next big thing”, the lads have created something that
sounds anything but forced. It’s a natural, organic sound
that recalls the fading industrial landscape from which
they come.
They may be older than other emerging bands but they
sound as fresh as anyone else on the local scene.
Kris reckons, if anything, they’ve used their age to their
advantage. He said: “I think our lyrics make us stand out
from other bands. They tend to deal with subjects that perhaps younger bands wouldn’t, like the dynamics of longterm relationships.” Pale Fire have built up an impressive

ROCKERS
Two
Door
Cinema Club reckon they
are a bunch of “under
the radar superstars”.

The lads, above, know many rock
fans have no clue how big they are
or how well they’ve done.
Their
recent
album
Beacon
charted well in the US, Canada,
Australia, Belgium, France and
Germany — as well as debuting at
No2 in the UK.
They also tour globally, even over
over Christmas and New Year.
Bass player Kevin Baird admitted: “A lot of the time people are
confused about just how big we
really are.
“We’re a band that should not
have got successful but it’s really
nice to see the hard work has got
us there. We didn’t grow up in a
revered music scene or get spotted
by some huge label and get offered
millions of pounds.
“We grew up in a small town in
Ireland and made our name playing
in Belfast, we booked our own
shows. But we’re all over the place
now, it’s crazy.
“We were going to France, Japan,
America, Asia on the first record
before we had any success.
“We built up a fanbase from the
roots, we were playing 100-capacity
bars and each time we go back it’s
a bigger venue — the same thing
we did in the UK.”
Beacon’s success has proved the
band — also including singer Alex
Trimble and guitarist Sam Halliday
— have got the tools to become
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even bigger. They had a tough job
following up their mega popular
debut Tourist History — which
came out in 2010. But even that
took a while to catch fire.
Kevin said: “We were constantly
trying to get people to listen to it
even six months after it was
released. Now to see the second
one do so well is great, it was a
relief that people were into it.
"The big thing for us was to reassure ourselves that writing a good
album wasn’t a fluke, that we
could do it twice and know that
we’re here to stay.”
Two Door have also achieved the
holy grail by breaking America.
Beacon — which they wrote in
Glasgow but recorded in LA —
charted inside the US top 20. Plus
they’ve been on the coveted late
night TV shows over there.
But the lads reckon that most
British bands fail because they’re
TOO proud to grind it out.
Kevin said: “America is statistically a third of the music market
in the world, it’s a huge territory
and very tough to crack. It is very

different to the UK in some ways.
A lot of bands don’t get there
because they don’t realise that. UK
bands will go over, do their playing in front of 200 people. They
decide, ‘f*** this, let’s just go back
to the place where people like us’.
“We were touring America at the
same time we were playing King
Tut’s in Glasgow. There is no
secret key. It’s all about hard work
and that means playing in Kansas
City as well as LA — we do that.”
And the most surreal moment of
it all was belting out hit Sun on
Jay Leno’s Tonight Show.
Sitting on the couch watching
them was Britney Spears and
Simon Cowell, below.

Mental

Kevin said: “That was the weirdest experience we’ve ever had.
“Six feet away from you is
Simon Cowell watching you, like
he is giving a critique — then next
to him is Britney Spears.
“I just ignored them and kept
playing — it was mental.”
He added: “We left Glasgow since
making Beacon and now we’ve
moved to London, well Sam still
lives in Glasgow.
“Trying to tour is so hectic if
you’re not in London. But we prefer the scene up in Glasgow.
“We’ve not changed and still
think the same as we did at the
beginning of all this.”
Q Two Door Cinema Club play Aberdeen Music Hall on February 4, Glasgow Barrowland on February 5 and
Edinburgh Corn Exchange on April 25.
Get tickets at: twodoorcinemaclub.com

COUNTRY king John
Fullbright started on
his own . . . and now
has an army of millions alongside him.

ROCKERS Bullet For My
Valentine are red hot.
They’re going down a storm
in the US and are getting
bigger over here. New album
Temper Temper is out in March
and they’re doing a short tour
to launch it. They’re at
Glasgow’s 02 Academy on
March 13 — get tickets at
bulletformyvalentine.com

The man from the tiny town
of Bearden, Oklahoma, recently
scooped a Grammy nomination
for his debut album From The
Ground Up, which is released
here in March.
John, 24, said: “I was pretty
much a loner growing up, sitting at a piano by myself.
“My folks didn’t play music
and everyone else was out playing baseball. I’d sit and try to
figure out stuff on my own.
“I only got into music as
there was a piano sitting there.
“It was a lack of anything
better to do, where I live is
pretty rural — you can’t exactly
just walk down the street to
see a movie, so there was a lot
of down time.

PURE Love are finally getting
their debut album out.
They are ex-Gallows
frontman Frank Carter and
partner Jim Carroll. Their
album Anthems, made in New
York, is out on February 4.
Franks said: “The intention
was to write honest rock songs
about love and death and sex.”
Visit therealpurelove.com

Targets

“Since the record came out, a
lot of really great things have
happened really fast — it’s hard
to take it all in.
“Making the record was the
most fulfilling part of all of
this. The songs turned out a lot
better than I hoped.
“I didn’t really have a plan
when I was writing, I just
hoped it would turn out as
well as it did in my head.”
And it’s allowing John to do
what most singers dream of
with their debut albums.
But he admits, he never had
a plan or targets to hit.
John snapped: “I have no
expectations and I never have.
“Every thing that happens is
just as shocking as the last.

People set goals when they
start doing this, they want to
be in certain positions and
have time limits like in five
years they want to be doing
this and in ten years they want
to be doing that.
“But I’ve never done that, I
just play and see what happens, I’ve been pleasantly surprised so far.”
And now he’s on the verge of

unleashing his music outside
the US but John isn’t worried
anything will get lost in translation. In fact, he reckons it’s the
acid test.
He said: “That’s the fun part,
you throw it out there and see
what everyone says.
“If a bunch of people come up
to me with different ideas of
what something is about, it
probably means I’m not doing it

right. I don’t like vague. The
first batch of songs I ever wrote
were really vague, I thought
that’s what you were supposed
to do, like Dylan does.
“But the older I got, I found
out if you can’t say what you
mean to say then you’re not
really doing anything, you’re
just f*****g around.
“The trick is to say what you
mean but say it in a way that

means something to everybody.
I find people try to hide behind
their vagueness to protect their
image, but life is too short.”
He’s also set to make his
Scots debut with a pair of Glasgow gigs on February 2/3 as
part of the Celtic Connections
Festival and he added: “It’s
going to be a lot of fun.”
Q Get gig tickets and album info at
johnfullbrightmusic.com
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