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NEW MUSIC
By JIM GELLATLY

DANCE wizards Disclosure no longer have
SORE BACKS since smashing into the pop charts.

By JIM GELLATLY

BROWN BEAR & THE BANDITS

That’s because the boys —
Howard and big brother Guy
Lawrence — now don’t have to
lug their own gear around.
Their success with hit singles Latch and White Noise
has meant they’ve got a team
of roadies on board.
Howard, 18, said: “It’s been
an incredible few months —
the chart success was completely unexpected.
“When we write our songs,
we have no intention of getting in the charts.
“We’re just making house
music with some vocals on it.
“But people seem to be clinging on to it and loving it —
it’s been great.
“The biggest change has
been we’ve got a crew now,
before we were setting up all
our own equipment ourselves
and then sound-checking it.
“But now we’ve got a lighting guy, a few tech guys and
a tour manager.
“We’d been touring the same
live set up for two years.
“We had to put it all
together at shows and drag it
through airports.

WHO: Matt Hickman (vocals/acoustic guitar), Stuart McArthur (bass), Kay McLaren
(drums).
WHERE: Largs, Ayrshire.
FOR FANS OF: Mumford & Sons, Frightened Rabbit, The Waterboys.
JIM SAYS: With so much amazing music
coming out of Scotland at the moment, it’s
a shame the scene’s not been reflected on
TV. There’s brilliant online content from
folk like Detour and Tenement TV, but
nothing on the telly. Rapal TV, presented
by Emma MacInnes, is the exception.
The new series on BBC Alba features a
host of emerging acts including John
Wean, The Holy Ghosts, Discopolis and
Beerjacket. Last night’s show (repeated
tonight at 11.30) showcased hard rockers
Holy Mountain complimented by acoustic
acts Anna Sweeney, Cara Mitchell and
Brown Bear & The Bandits.
I’ve loved Brown Bear & The Bandits for
a while now, so it’s great to see them getting this sort of exposure.
Formed just a couple of years ago, the
band won Best Acoustic Act at the Scottish Alternative Music Awards (SAMAs)
last year and, in around 18 months,
they’ve played something like 200 shows.
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Flexible

”As fun as it is to play, it’s
seriously, seriously hard work
doing all that.
“It knackered us over the
last few years — it’s going to
be great having someone else
to lug it all for us now.”
The lads — who come from
Reigate in Surrey — are all set
to make the most of it, as
they head out on tour.
They’re going all over the
UK and hit King Tut’s in
Glasgow tomorrow night.
Howard raved: “We’ve developed an entirely new live
show. The main difference is
we’ve got this new lighting rig
so it will look amazing.
“We’ve basically got a structure around both of us with
lots of instruments and funny
things to fiddle with.
“We try to make the shows We’re not making it to get on
as live as we possibly can.
the radio. It’s quite important
“We do use backing tracks to make music you think is
but they are very flexible, we good — that’s all we do.
control them — we could do
“Our album is 95 per cent
two choruses or we can play done — as we produce and
parts of a song again if the mix all of our own stuff it
crowd respond.”
So far the guys have not let
the success get in the way of
what they do. They’ve kept
their eyes on the prize with
their upcoming debut album.
T BREAK is back. It’s the
Howard explained: “Up until
chance for any unsigned Scotnow, and we’re not planning
tish
act to be on the bill for T In
to change it, we’ve only made
The Park this summer. I’m on the
music for our friends.
“If I think my mates will judging panel again this year along
with Jim Gellatly. Entries can offilike it, I’ll make it like that.
cially be submitted from today.
Check out tennents.com/tbreak
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EXCLUSIVE
By CHRIS SWEENEY

MAN of the moment
Tom Odell is as close to
a sure thing as you get
in the music business.

takes longer. Some people finish their album then go on
tour and someone else mixes
it, but we don’t have that luxury. We’re hoping to have it
out in late May or early June.
“There will not be any old
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MYSTERIOUS duo Ms Mr are
on the move. The New Yorkers
are making a serous impression
here. New single Fantasy is a
cracker — a good dance tune.
They’re also in Edinburgh tonight
and Glasgow tomorrow. Get all the
info at msmrsounds.com

songs, it’s all new material,
the first two singles are the
only tracks people will have
heard. We have vocalists on
there, some instrumental club
tracks and we’ve got slower
songs as well.”
Howard added: “We want to
be able to tour this year and
not get bored of it.
“And we never want to put
out any music we’re not really
proud of. We want to keep on
the same course as everything
is going amazingly, so why
change it.”
Q For tickets and downloads,
go to disclosureofficial.com

Specialising in frantic folk rock, you’d
never guess there are only three of them.
Brown Bear frontman Matt said: “We get
that a lot. And it’s always nice that people
notice and appreciate what we are doing.”
They’ve just released their brilliant new
single Olive Tree through iTunes. The
song made its national radio debut on
BBC Radio 1’s Introducing show on Sunday night. More laidback than their other
material, it still retains the edge of the live
shows. Matt said: “We like to keep it
upbeat and quicker tempo but I think it
shows a different side of our musical
sound and abilities.”
With their debut album due out later this
year, they’ve also got their eyes on further
festival appearances. In addition, they’ve
a joint headline tour next month with Stirling indie favourites Miniature Dinosaurs.
Next stop though is a gig tonight in Aviemore as part of the MV Festival supporting
CHAS and Disability Snowsport UK (mvfestival.com), or you could just stay at home
and watch them on the telly.
MORE: facebook.com/brownbearandthebandits
Q Jim will be playing Brown Bear & The Bandits
on In:Demand Uncut this Sunday from 7pm on
Clyde 1, Forth One, Northsound 1, Radio Borders,
Tay FM, West FM & West Sound FM. More details
at indemandscotland.co.uk

He scooped the coveted
Critic’s Choice at this year’s
Brits. And everyone who’s
won it has gone on to big
things — including Adele, Jessie J, Florence And The
Machine and last year’s winner Emeli Sandé.
Yet brutally honest Tom
reckons he’s NEVER written a
good song. He even admits
he has hundreds of rubbish
ones tucked away.
The 22-year-old said: “It’s
always bad when you start
something you’re not very
good at it.

Confidence

“Whether it’s a sport or
whatever, the first time you
do it, you’re not good and
you have to work at it.
“You build your confidence
and things seem to get better. That’s the thing, especially with music — you don’t
just start and suddenly
you’re good.
“I’ve got hundreds of really
bad songs, all my songs are
bad actually. I’m still waiting
to write a good one.”
The boy from cathedral
town Chichester is taking
nothing for granted, despite
his Brit standing alongside
places in both BBC’s Sound
of 2013 and MTV’s Brand
New for 2013.
He admitted: “The Brit
award has got a crazy success rate but I’m just focusing on getting each show out
of the way and getting the
next single right.
“It’s way too early for me
to start celebrating anything
just yet.
“I’m also the first guy to
win the Critic’s Choice which
is a bit mental. I’m just hon-

oured to have won the same
award as brilliant artists like
Emeli Sandé and Adele.”
Since winning his Brit,
Tom has been splashed all
over the newspapers. He was
hanging out backstage with
Nick Grimshaw and Harry
Styles at the Brits.
Then he put in a belting
appearance
on
Jonathan
Ross’ chat show — even wowing fellow guest, superstar
Justin Timberlake. And he’s
also been seen out and about
with American chart-topper
Taylor Swift, above.
He said: “I’m on a bit of a
rollercoaster at the moment
but I’m enjoying it.”
Right now, Tom is gearing
up for the release of his
debut album Long Way
Down on April 15.
Before that he heads out
on his first headline tour,
which storms into Glasgow
at King Tut’s on Sunday
night.
He said: “I think we’re
there with the album and it
feels a good release to have
finished it — I’m a lot happier.
“I’m really excited to be
coming up to Glasgow as the
last time I was up there, I
was supporting Jake Bugg
and it was one of the best
shows on the tour. I can’t
wait to come back and headline four months after I was
supporting — it’s quite a
jump and overwhelming.”

Emeli’s mentor help me
TOM has revealed that
Brits double winner Emeli
Sandé, left, has been mentoring him.
The Scot has been passing on pearls of wisdom
about her amazing 12
months since winning the
Critic’s Choice in 2012.

Tom said: “Through the
Brits I’ve met her a few
times and we’ve spoken
quite a bit.
“She is such a brilliant
person and so warm — and
really supportive. To have
someone like that give you
advice is touching.”

