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NEWMUSIC
By CHRIS
SWEENEY

THE LONELY TOGETHER

HOT
TRACKS

WHO: Mike Baillie (vocals/guitars/synths),
Jack McKenna (guitars/vocals), Grant
Jeffrey (bass/vocals), Andrew Lennie
(drums)
WHERE: Edinburgh
FOR FANS OF: Teenage Fanclub, Travis,
REM
JIM SAYS: If the name doesn’t sound
familiar, that’s perhaps not surprising.
The Lonely Together have yet to perform live, and have only just unleashed
their first single.
But, on the evidence of Be Strong
Frances, they’ve hit the ground running.
It sounds like a band at the top of their
career rather than one just starting out.
Saying that, there is history.
I’ve been a long-time admirer of frontman Mike Baillie, first with Our Lunar Activities and more recently Baillie & The Fault.
He’s served his apprenticeship sharing
stages with major players like
Snow Patrol, Belle And
Sebastian and Idlewild.
Their anticipated debut
show takes place at the

ALUNAGEORGE –
Attracting Flies: This
feisty single from duo
Aluna Francis and
George Reid boasts
impeccable
synth loops
and vocals
laden with
attitude. The
pair, who were
shortlisted for the
BRIT Critics’ Choice
award but lost out to
straggly-haired
troubadour Tom Odell,
are out to prove they
can rule the airwaves,
gong or not.
4

FRIDA SUNDEMO –
Indigo: Riffing on the
template provided by
fellow Swede Robyn,
Sundemo injects raw
emotion into this tight
electropop track. 3.5
LOVEABLE ROGUES –
What A Night: These
BGT alumni attempt to
charm their listener
with cheeky chappy
speak-singing (think
The Streets) set to a
reggae/indie-pop
hybrid. It will no doubt
work for some.
3
PAUL WELLER –
Flame-Out!: Weller has
embraced a dark,
rocky sound for this
track, which centres
around the punky
repetitive chorus. 2.5
HURRICANE LOVE –
Only Human: Plodding
guitars and clunky
lyrics make for a
snoresome four
minutes and
thirty-seven seconds
that sticks
determinedly to the
middle of the road. 2.5

ONCE worshipped only by INJUSTICE: GODS
the geeky, comic book AMONG US
superheroes are dominating PS3, XBOX, Wii U (£39.99)
the mainstream.
and decides to take

Avengers Assemble was the
biggest grossing film of 2012, with
Batman and Spider-Man close
behind.
Here, 24 DC characters are
brought together in a game from
the makers of Mortal Kombat.
The setting is an alternative
universe where Superman has lost
patience with the world’s wrongs,

MITTENS

FLETCHER – Don’t
Breathe A Word:
Sensitive piano-led
folk-pop that strips
away the genre’s
tendency towards
kitschy bucolic
flourishes. I’m looking
at you, Marcus
Mumford.
3.5
POPPY COSYNS

responsibility
for policing it.
Remaining characters are split
into those who are with him and
those who are against him.
If you love comics, this gives you
an alternative world with your
favourite characters. And if you’re
a fighter fan you’ve got a great
deal of depth to the gameplay.
The story mode gives you the

HOW well do you know your
celebs? This latest time-waster
throws pics of stars at you with
answers in multiple-choice.
They start easy but get a hell
of a lot harder as you progress.

you will find a character that suits
your style.
The game looks great, the delightful environments are a joy to
battle in. All characters move like
you would expect — the speed of
the Flash, the mechanic destruction
of Lex Luthor — it’s all on point.
Injustice: Gods Among Us is a
great fighting game that any superhero fan will fall in love with.
Everyone else will find a great
fighting game that could even get
them interested in discovering the
comics behind the characters.
JN

IDOL WORDS
A VERY modern twist on
noughts and crosses.
Your mission is to get as
many towers of your animal on the boards.
Lining up three in a row
doesn’t win you the game,
as in noughts and crosses.
It’s more tactical than that.
For something that
starts out so simply, it
soon develops to all-out

CELEBRITIES FUN
CHALLENGE iOS (free)

opportunity to play as different
heroes and villains, always pushing
the overall story forward.
The fun doesn’t stop with the
story mode — an arcade mode,
challenge mode and training mode
means you’ve got plenty to get
your teeth into.
The characters are beautifully
detailed, with their own style and
abilities. No two feel the same.
Fighting purists may find certain
characters unbalanced but with
large combat lists that can be
expanded with an exciting combo
system and satisfying super moves,

FOLK rockers Fossil Collective
couldn’t stand the idea of
turning into stadium-fillers
Coldplay.

So the duo — Dave Fendick
and Jonny Hooker — called
time on alternative band Vib
Gyor, despite being on the road
to chart success.

POPULAR app Candy CANDY CRUSH
4
Crush was elevated further SAGA
with a cameo in the video for
Psy’s
new
s i n g l e , iOS, Facebook/Android Free
Gentleman.
270 levels to get through,
Presented with a wall of only the dedicated are likely
sweets, your mission is to to complete it.
remove them by matching
This game is addictive
them up in groups of three and inventive and it’s clear
or more.
why it became such a phenYou have a set amount of omenon in the Far East, and
moves to do this. But with is fast doing so here too.

34

iOS. 69p
THIS starts like an all-singing,
all-dancing Disney production that looks like a lazy ripoff of Cut The Rope.
But it soon develops
beyond that.
Various new gameplay
elements are introduced as
you progress.
It has plenty to offer but it
sometimes feels as if there is
too much going on.

DON BROCO – Whole
Truth: Rob Damiani’s
bolshy, loose-lipped
lead vocals make this
track sound something
like the angsty
outpourings of a
lovesick teenager.
3
RAE MORRIS – From
Above EP: The
poignant lead and title
track from 19-year-old
Morris’s debut EP
marks her out as one
of the most promising
artists to have
emerged so far this
year.
4

4

TOWER ZOO
iOS, Free

iOS (free)

3.5

3

CONNECT letters in a grid to
make a word and you’ll light
up the tiles of the letters
involved.
Lighting the entire board
unlocks the next level. You
have two minutes to get
through as many as you can.
This is all about multiplayer. Whenever you load it
up, there’s someone to play.

intellectual warfare. The
single-player mode is
great – and multi-player is
catered for in a “pass and
play” offering.
As is frustratingly common with apps, there is no
wireless
multiplayer
option, which would be the
cherry on the cake.

SUBWAY SURFERS

I AM PLAYR

TUMBLR

LAZORS

BRILLIANT platform game where
you play a cool kid who’s running
riot on the railways.
The aim is to avoid oncoming
trains, the ticket inspector, and to
pick up all the coins you can.

COMPANION app for the web
game in which you live the life of
a professional footballer.
It’s a training ground, really, to
help hone your shooting skills
for the popular online game.

THE popular blog app has just
had a makeover and it’s even easier to use. Post videos, photos,
quotes and links via your device,
while managing multiple pages.
A good app made better.

A PUZZLER where you use mirrors to ping a laser through target
blocks across 100 levels.
Looks simple but it becomes a
menace in the later stages – if you
have the patience to get there.

Free for all

Android (free)

Android (free)

iOS/Android (free)

ONE2WATCH

CALVIN HARRIS FT.
ELLIE GOULDING – I
Need Your Love:
Bringing together two
artists who both have
very distinctive
sounds can be
disastrous (ahem, Lou
Reed and Metallica),
but here Goulding’s
husky vocal works
well within Harris’s
bouncy electronic
arrangement.
3.5

Dave, 36, said: “We had a bit of
success and quite a lot of exposure
in America but we got to the point
where we felt it wasn’t a true representation of what we wanted to do.
“We didn’t want to be constricted
by a five-piece band — bass, guitar,
drums and vocals.
“The whole ethos behind the collective is if we want to get someone
out on tour to play violin or harp,
we can do it. It’s a lot more loose
that the normal set-up.
“I’m not saying we don’t care but
we’d just be as happy playing to 50
people than we would to 5,000 — as
long as they are into the music and
appreciate what we’re doing.
“I’d rather do that than try to
write a commercial song and end up
like Coldplay. That’s not what we’re
about at all.”
Along with changing focus and
name, the pair also moved to the
country and that bled into their
debut record Tell Where I Lie — out
now.
Dave explained: “We’ve both got
young children and, at the same
time, we moved out of the city into
the country. We didn’t plan to base
our imagery around woods and for-

ONE2SEE

THE Carnie Army is on the move.
Brighton-based band The Last Carnival
are winning fans over with their full-on
rock — and they’re out looking for more
recruits.
Brothers Russ and Adam Williams
played in several bands alongside school
pal Mike Marchant. Later Kieran Lewis and
Justin Morris completed the line-up.
Their tour hits Glasgow’s Classic Grand
on May 1.
Get all the info at thelastcarnival.co.uk

By JIM GELLATLY
Liquid Room in Edinburgh on August 23.
They formed last year in the legendary
CaVa Sound in Glasgow. Mike said: “I’d
been working on a ‘project’ that I’d written
80 songs towards. During the recording
process I involved various friends I’d met
over the course of my musical life in Edinburgh and Glasgow.
“As soon as the four of us found ourselves in the room together, all feeding off
what we were hearing through the desk, it
was pretty obvious what we needed to do.
The Lonely Together was born.”
Be Strong Frances is a fine teaser for
the debut album, which Mike says will be
called Congregation. The single comes
complete with a couple of rather tasty
remixes, including the Pablo Patrol remix
from Snow Patrol bass player Paul Wilson.
Mike said: “I actually called Pablo to get
Tom Simpson’s number. As soon as I
explained, Pablo leapt at the opportunity
to give something a go . . . and the rest is
history. Sparkly, synth-heavy history!”
MORE: thelonelytogether.com
Q Jim will be playing The Lonely Together on
In:Demand Uncut this Sunday from 7pm on Clyde 1,
Forth One, Northsound 1, Radio Borders, Tay FM,
West FM & West Sound FM. indemandscotland.co.uk

ests, but we gravitated towards that
naturally.
“We did live in Leeds for a while
but we were never part of any
scene. We kept ourselves to ourselves. But it was nice to get away
from it all and have time to reflect
on what we wanted to write about.
“We like the outdoors and the
open spaces — that came into our
lyrics without us thinking about it.”
Initial reaction to the album has
been positive, but Dave admitted:
“It’s out of our hands now. We
spent two years working on those
tracks and we spent three months in
a studio over the winter mixing it.

Vibe

“It’s quite scary when you have to
let go but, in some ways, it’s a
relief. It’s up to the people if they
like it and take it on board now.”
And to show it off, they’re out on
a 21-date UK tour. They hit Edinburgh on April 30, carrying on to
Glasgow and Aberdeen.
Keeping with the collective vibe,
punters shouldn’t expect every night
to be the same.
Dave added: “It’s nice to keep the
fans on their toes and not just give
them a repeat of the same gig. Our
goals for this project are entirely
artistic rather than commercial.
“Some people want to chase that
thing but the most important thing
to us is setting down to write a
song — and hopefully with that kind
of honesty, people will appreciate it
and take it on board.”
Q For downloads and tour tickets go to fossilcollective.com
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EDINBURGH squad Bwani Junction are
always up to something.
In the video for their new single Civil
War, they’re playing at being council
cleaners, postmen and love rats.
And the song is a touch of class too —
proper brooding rock ‘n’ roll.
It’s coming out on their new EP,
released on April 29.
But watch the video now at
facebook.com/Bwanijunction

Heat

IT was the pairing everyone wanted
to see — Al Pacino and Robert De
Niro acting on screen together
for the ﬁrst time. And the duo’s
face-off in Heat didn’t disappoint.
As Pacino’s cop tracks down De
Niro’s career criminal in
Michael Mann’s remake of
his own LA Takedown, we’re
treated to a tour de force of
acting prowess from both
leads as well as the incredible
supporting cast which
included Jon Voight and Val

Kilmer. Performances aside, it’s the
astounding armed robbery that is
Heat’s truly unforgettable moment.
It remains one of, if not the, greatest
action sequence ever committed
to ﬁlm.
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