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ALL FIRED UP
. . . Bonehead
with Vinny, and
inset, with Liam
Gallagher

By JIM GELLATLY
AKORD

By CHRIS SWEENEY

BOYBAND District 3
have admitted the X
Factor broke their
hearts.

Not by being booted off
the talent show — being
forced to do cheesy ballads
by their out-of-touch mentor
Louis Walsh.

Dan Ferrari-Lane said: “It was
disheartening with the songs we
were doing.
“We’re a vocal harmony group,
we like to do lots of intricate
harmonies.
“But we were made to do pop
songs and dance around the
stage — which isn’t what we do.”

Exposure

Despite that, the lads know
that exposure on the ITV hit is
something most young bands
want most of all.
Dan added: “It was a win-lose
situation — it’s given us a platform to now go, ‘This is what
we really are and this is the
music we do’.
“Before we went on the show,
we wanted to do mature-sounding stuff.
“I think we’ll shock people
from now on.”
Talking to the group, it’s clear
they didn’t connect with
Louis, right, who masterminded the careers of
chart-topping
ballad
kings Westlife and
Boyzone.
Dan said: “Louis is
a nice guy with a
great heart.
“But we didn’t see
him as much as we’d
have liked.
“We kind of just got on
with the job, I guess.”

Playing in front of millions of
viewers every week earned them
plenty of attention — but they
didn’t want to milk it.
Dan, 20, explained: “We could
have come straight off the show,
put out a catchy pop single
and video and hopefully
it would have charted.
“But we don’t want
to record other people’s songs.
“We want it to come
from us, so it’s believable when we sing.”
And it’s the fans they
want to convince the
most.
Dan said: “Without

them we would never have a
chance to get anywhere.
“But we’ve been concentrating
on getting the music right.
“And we want them to see
something different from what
they saw on the X Factor.”
And that’s what the boys —
Dan, Greg West and Micky Parsons — will do as they showcase
their self-penned debut EP on
their 3EEK Tour which hits Glasgow’s Classic Grand on June 2.
Dan said: “This EP has been
written by the three of us, we’ve
gone in with different producers.
“The tour is the trial, whatever
song gets the best reaction will
be the first single. People might

WIN T IN THE PARK TICKETS
SIXTEEN of Scotland’s freshest
unsigned acts will play the T Break
Stage at T in the Park.
Tennent’s Lager provides an unrivalled platform on the T Break Stage
for unsigned talent, making it the place
for the best of Scotland’s grassroots
music scene over July 12-14.
Head to www.tennents.com/tbreak to
find out more about this year’s acts,
and get your T in the Park tickets now
at www.tinthepark.com. And thanks to
Tennent’s Lager, you can win a pair of

weekend camping tickets at T in the
Park. To win, just tell us which Dundee
band, playing T in the Park’s 20th year,
made their debut on the T Break Stage?
Text SUN1 plus your answer, name
and address, date of birth, daytime telephone number to 86611.
Texts cost 35p plus standard
network rates. Or email the
same
details
to
win@
the-sun.co.uk making sure
you put “TITP” in the subject
heading.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Textline & email entry
closes at midnight May 26, 2013. If you text after
the closing date/time you will not be entered but
may still be charged. Promoter reserves the right to
substitute any prize with one of equal or greater
value. Decision of the promoter is final and binding
in all matters. Prizes not transferable and no cash
alternative offered. One winner will be selected at
random after the closing date from
correct entries. Usual Scottish Sun
rules apply. Editor’s decision is final.
Textline Provider — Spoke, London,
W1B 2AG. Helpline 0870 010 8656.
For the facts about alcohol www.
drinkaware.co.uk. Over 18s only. For
updates visit www.tinthepark.com.

listen to it and absolutely hate it.
We won’t be to everybody’s taste
— but at least. we’re saying this
is our music and our sound.”
Despite their maturity, all of
them are young, with girls chasing them. Even Scottish Sun columnist Katie Price was sending
Dan flirty texts when the band
were on the X Factor.
So there’s going to be a bit of
mischief on the tour.
Welsh lad Dan added: “The
fans have been asking for some
nudity. So there will be some of
that, but we will keep it all
above the waist.
“They also need to prepare to
get wet — they should all come
with waterproofs on.
“It’s definitely going to be fun.”
Get tour tickets at: www.kililive.com

panel, which consisted of
myself, the Unsigned Show’s
Alex Baker, James Walshe,
programme controller of Kerrang! Radio, and Tom Clarke
from The Enemy.
“It left us feeling that the UK
music scene has a very bright
future.”
On Akord, Loz said “I think
they’ve got a very bright
future, I really d0 . . . I think
they’re absolutely brilliant.”
The guys now hope to be
one of eight unsigned bands
to appear on the Red Bull Studios stage at Download.
Matt added: “The competition is based on votes as well
as hype on Facebook and
Twitter. We had to push it as
much as possible on a variety
of social media platforms —
and our fans sent us to No1,
a good 1,000 votes clear of
the competition.”
After the initial public vote,
Akord were selected by the
judges as one of 15 finalists
to visit Red Bull Studios in
London to record tracks and
film a video for the website.
A further public vote at
download.redbullstudios.
com closes at 5pm today.
If Akord are in the Top Six
they play Download. Hopefully they’ll have something to
celebrate when they play The
Moorings in Aberdeen tomorrow night.
More: facebook.com/AkordOfficial
Jim will be playing Akord
on In:Demand Uncut this
Sunday from 7pm on Clyde
1, Forth One, Northsound 1,
Radio Borders, Tay FM, West
FM & West Sound FM.
indemandscotland.co.uk
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ONE HEAR

ONE2WATCH

WHO: Sandy Bain (vocals/
bass), Martin Walker (guitar/
vocals), Arran Christie (guitar), Matt Eaton (drums)
WHERE: Aberdeen
FOR FANS OF: Incubus,
Muse, Biffy Clyro
JIM SAYS: Akord’s mini
album Carry The Sound is a
majestic alt-rock affair that’s
winning them new fans by the
day.
The support of their fans
has been key — and could
help them secure a slot at the
UK’s biggest rock festival.
They’ve already won two
prestigious music awards this
year, and could appear at
Download, sharing the bill
with rock heavyweights Slipknot and Iron Maiden.
In February they won the
2K competition run by Aberdeen’s Café Drummond, and
were crowned Kerrang! Radio
Big Audition winners.
Drummer Matt said: “The
Kerrang! Big Audition was surreal. When it was announced
we’d got through, we found
ourselves organising a trip to
Birmingham for the final. The
Drummond prize money and
incredibly kind donations
from our fans helped us.
“Incredibly, it was a unanimous decision from the
judges.”
Kerrang! Breakfast show
presenter Loz Guest told me:
“It was a truly unique opportunity for the bands. All of the
bands that sent in demos
received feedback and
advice from the judging
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ONE SEE

GLASVEGAS are on their way
back.
After losing their record
label, they’re reloading with
new music and their third
album will be released in September.
And they’ve got a short UK
tour next month — with two
gigs up here, Edinburgh’s Liquid Room on the 28th and at
the ABC in Glasgow the night
after.
Get tickets online at: www.
glasvegas.net

SIDDY Benn ett has been
dubbed a punk version of
Dolly Parton.
Now the singer, who cut her
teeth on the music scene in
her hometown of Bristol and
three years on the festival circuit, has put together a band
called The Wildflowers — and
is strutting her flower strewnstuff on their debut EP, out on
June 21. It’s pretty simple,
country with a grimy edge.
Check it out at: www.
wildflowersband.co.uk.

YOU can’t teach an
old dog new tricks,
according to former
Oasis guitarist Bonehead.

But that doesn’t mean there’s
no bite left, as he’s proving in
new band Parlour Flames with
singer Vinny Peculiar.
Bonehead, 47, said: “We’re
not young, we’re a lot more
mature than most new bands.
“We’re doing it primarily
because it was an idea we had
for ourselves, to see if we
could work together.
“Now we’ve been picked by a
record company.
“There’s always been a fanbase because of my Oasis history, but a lot of people have
been pleasantly surprised.
“They’ve been saying ‘We
love it — but we didn’t expect
that’. It doesn’t sound like me,
as a guitar player and a person
I’ve matured.
“There are shades of how peo-

ple would remember me from
Oasis but the majority of it is
quite light.”
The duo’s debut album was
released on Monday. But they
initially only hooked up to do
a couple of songs after meeting
seven years ago.
Bonehead explained: “Vinny
is a solo artist and has released
about nine albums. I was intro-

duced to him through friends —
his lyrics jumped out at me.
“Two songs rolled into four,
then into six, then we had a
full album and record company
interest.”
Vinny penned the lyrics and
they took a hands-on approach
to the rest as they laid down
tracks in Bonehead’s home studio. Bonehead said: “We played

as much of the instrumentation
as we possibly could.”
And recording AND producing
it themselves as well proved to
be a “labour of love”.
Bonehead added: “A lot of
mistakes were made — but we
got there.”
The pair are playing Glastonbury with the band they have
put together to tour — hitting

20 Rocks in Dundee on June 1
and Mad Hatters in Inverness
the following night.
Bonehead added: “I was with
Oasis from the start — the
greatest times of my life.
“But there’s an energy about
this band. It’s clicked and feels
like a real group now.”
Q Download the album and get info
at: www.parlourflames.com
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