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SINCE quitting the demon
booze, Alabama singer
songwriter Jason Isbell
has found his music has
reached new levels.

ON
E 2 SEE
VV Brown has
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By CHRIS
SWEENEY

conquered the fashion
world — even landing
her own high street
range in Topshop.
Now she’s getting
stuck back into music
— and is focusing on
some new sounds.
She has a new single
called The Apple and is
doing a intimate tour
this month to
reintroduce herself.
The only Scots stop is
at King Tut’s in Glasgow
on October 19.
Get all the info at
vvbrown.com

MOYA made history
last week — now she’s
got a taste for it.

The talented singer —
real
name
Emily
Andrews — was the FIRST
person on stage at the
new £125million Hydro
in Glasgow, as Rod Stewart’s support act.
And now she wants to
make some more headlines
for her music.
She admitted: “There was
a
lot
pressure.
Every
moment of the day, people
were coming up me to
going, “Are you nervous?”
“I had to tell them, please
stop bringing it up as I
was trying not to
think about it — it
was
the
first
night and I had
to do it justice.
“And it was
incredible.
“The crowd put
me at ease, it was
everything I imagined.
“What a pleasure to
perform on the

first night. I did think I’m
making a piece of history
here, so I’m so glad it went
well.”
And it won’t be long
before Scots punters can
get another slice of Moya.
She’s back up at Cottiers
Theatre in Glasgow on
December 1 and the next
night at Edinburgh’s Pleasance Theatre.
Emily said: “During the
four nights at The Hydro, I
kept bumping into people
who’re coming to the gigs.
“The reaction I got on my
Twitter was huge, I think
I’ll pull in some crowds
from the Rod shows.
“I can’t wait to get back
up.”
She has been all
over Europe with
Rod this year —
and his mentoring
has given her the
confidence
to
stand on her own
two feet.
Dorset
girl
Emily, 22, admitted: “I’ve learnt
so
much
f r o m

how he commands the stage
and works with the audience. He is a complete pro
and it’s a fantastic opportunity for someone like me.
“After touring with him,
I’m ready to do this now.
“At the beginning of the
year, I wasn’t quite sure of
myself but after supporting
him — I’m ready to go and
do my own thing.

Whirlwind

ONE 2 HEAR

“It will be lovely to be on
the stage for more than
half an hour.
“On your own headline
dates, you can do what you
want — I can show people
the kind of artist I am,
rather them just guessing
from a 30-minute set.”
She brought out her
debut album Lost And
Found last year and has
gone from strength to
strength ever since.
“It has been a whirlwind
of a year and what a fantastic Christmas present to finish it off with my own
headline tour — I really feel
I’ve arrived.”

CALVIN HARRIS is in the
form of his life.
And he’s showing no
signs of easing off any
time soon.
There doesn’t seem to
be a big name he
hasn’t collborated with,
and he’s back with yet
another new song,
Under Control.
It has been done with
pals Alesso and Hurts
frontman Theo
Hutchcraft. It’s out on
November 25. Keep an
eye out for it — it’s
another banger from
the big fella.

Q Get tour tickets at moyamusic.com

NEW MUSIC

By JIM
GELLATLY

BLUE ROSE CODE

WHO: Ross Wilson.
WHERE: London.
FOR FANS OF: Ryan Adams, King
Creosote, John Martyn.
JIM SAYS: Ross Wilson, AKA Blue
Rose Code, may have moved to London in his early 20s, but the Edinburgh singer-songwriter is unmistakably Scottish.
The gentle lilt in his voice hooks
you straight in, and he’s a supreme
storyteller. He said: “I’m a singer, first
and foremost. I only learnt to play the
guitar because I was sick of singing
other people’s stories.
“In the 70s, Van Morrison had a
band named the Caledonian Soul
Orchestra. The term stayed with me
and as my music is not folk, it’s not
Americana, it’s not indie. The term
seemed to sit well.”

Incredible

Ross’s talent hasn’t gone unnoticed. He said: “I got a call from the
BBC explaining that I’d been selected
to go to Nashville with Bob Harris to
perform at their BBC Introducing
showcase. The B-side from my single
Julie was a cover of a Gillian Welch
song and Bob Harris had played it on
his Sunday show.
“Being interviewed by Bob and discovering that he’s a fan of the album
was incredible. I flew out and played
two unforgettable showcases in a wee
city that I truly fell in love with.”
The debut Blue Rose Code album
North Ten came out earlier this year
through Reveal Records (Joan As
Policewoman, Eddi Reader, Roddy
Woomble). It’s a very personal collection of songs from a guy who hasn’t
had his troubles to seek.
He explained: “It’s full of my experience, strength and hope, my fairly
well-documented struggle with addiction and it’s an album of renewal. I’m
not a kid anymore. I spent most of my
twenties drunk. That’s not as much

fun as it sounds. It’s an album that I’m
comfortable putting my name next
to.”
Playing double bass on North Ten
is Pentangle founder member Danny
Thompson, who has played with
some of the biggest names in music
including Roy Orbison, Rod Stewart
and Kate Bush. Ross said “Working
with one of my heroes was extraordinary. We’ve become big pals and I
still get a kick when my phone rings
and it’s his caller ID.”
Blue Rose Code plays Edinburgh’s
Voodoo Rooms on November 17.
MORE: bluerosecode.com

Q Jim will be playing Blue Rose Code on
In:Demand Uncut this Sunday from 7pm on
Clyde 1, Forth One, Northsound 1, Radio Borders, Tay FM, West FM & West Sound FM.
indemandscotland.co.uk

scene all the time, but the
option is always there. Also,
there are hundreds of great studios, producers, and engineers
in town. That’s a huge plus.

You’ve been touring with your
friend Ryan Adams. Has he
offered help after going through
a similar situation himself?

With
“fewer
distractions”
while making his fourth album,
the former Drive-By Truckers
guitarist has made an honest
and heartfelt record that bares
his vulnerabilities and takes
him into new territory.
Here he tells JACQUI SWIFT
how he lost the urge to party
every night and the effect this
has had on his life and music.

He’s been supportive of the
decisions I ultimately made for
myself. Folks who have dealt
with
recovery
themselves
usually help the most when
they set good examples and
Ryan seems happy and free.

Ryan was originally producing
your album. Why did he pull out?

Congratulations on your new
album Southeastern. Why is it
your best record to date?

Things happen. It was for the
best. I think that’s clear when
you hear the record.

Because I spent more time on
the writing. It all comes down
to doing the work and I had
fewer distractions this time. I
didn’t feel the need to go out
and raise hell every night.

How important was winning Song
Of The Year with Alabama Pines
at the 2012 Americana Awards?

It’s nice people who voted on
that award liked my song. I
like being part of that community, but my self-confidence
comes from myself.

It follows a turbulent time in your
life when you decided to quit
drinking and some of the songs
are about getting sober. Does
that make it hard to talk about?

Trust me, songs are always a
little hard to talk about. Giving
folks some honesty, though, is
the best way to wind up with a
fanbase that is similar to you.
They won’t ever turn their back
on you if that’s the case.

How has life changed since you
quit drinking?

Lots of reading. Lots of movies. Very rarely do I feel physically awful. If you wake up
with symptoms of a hangover
and hadn’t had any alcohol,
you’d think you were dying.
When you’re hungover, you
think you deserve it. That’s a
strange thing to do to yourself.

Was there a moment when you
decided you’d had enough?

I saw rock bottom without
necessarily hitting it. There was

Tell us about the song
titled Yvette and is the
character real?

no big incident, just a gradual
realisation that I wasn’t having
any fun any more.

Tell us what inspired Elephant, the
fourth song on the album.
Death and friendship. People
I know and people I imagined.
Bars and hospitals.

Tell us about Cover Me Up.

It’s a song to my wife,
Amanda. I wrote it for her.
That can be an extremely
difficult thing to do, writing specifically for someone you love.

Amanda plays with you and

helped you quit. She seems a
huge inspiration to you. How is it
playing together with these songs
being so personal and mirroring
a difficult period in your life?

It’s intense — as it should be.
These songs are very important
to me and she realises that.
She’s a very considerate musician and partner. Ultimately,
playing this material with her is
a hell of a lot of fun.

Tell us about the Alabama tool
shop the album is named after?
When I was a kid, I heard my

father’s
work
stories and imagined
he spent every day in a
dungeon. I wanted to reclaim
that
image
for
my
own
purposes.
Southeastern
has
many meanings to me.

You recently moved to Nashville.
How has this inspired your work?

I like the community in Nashville. Lots of great independent
artists live there now. Also,
we’re far enough away from the
heart of town that I don’t feel
tempted to participate in the

Some aspects of the
story are real. Sometimes, I make things up.
It’s a song about the
effects of child sexual
abuse. Not happy stuff,
but important to anybody
who’s paying attention.

What can we expect when
you return to the UK to tour in
November?
Lots of lyrics with just a few
chords. If you’re a fan of songs
that tell stories, I think you’ll
like it. I like playing and
travelling in the UK and every
tour there has been great.
It’s just as important to me to
connect with listeners in the
UK as it is anywhere else in
the world. I’m happy to play
for anyone, anywhere.

55

