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NEW MUSIC
By JIM GELLATLY

DANTE

WHO: Seán McLaughlin
(vocals/guitar), Vicky Gray
(fiddle/vocals),
Stephen
Thom (mandolin/vocals), Stuart Hosking (bass), Ruaridh
Kidd (drums).
WHERE: Edinburgh/Perth.
FOR FANS OF: Idlewild, The
Pogues, Arcade Fire.
JIM SAYS: I actually caught
Dante’s Seán McLaughlin
playing consecutive nights
earlier this month.
First with Dante in Dundee.
Then in Edinburgh as a member of The Birthday Suit, the
band fronted by Idlewild’s
Rod Jones.
The gig at Beat Generator
Live in Dundee with Dry The
River was the first time I’d
seen Dante perform.
They instantly reminded
me of one of my all-time
favourites The Pogues. Crashing through a frantic set of
folk-fuelled rock, they more
than lived up to the recordings I’d heard.
If anything it’s the live set
where you get the full flavour
of the band.
It’s not surprising that
they’ve been booked for Glasgow’s Celtic Connections festival in January.
The raw energy is complemented by some brilliant
songwriting. On the debut
album, Wake, they veer effortlessly between full-on hoedowns
and
mellower
moments like My Friend On
My Couch and Fireworks.
Initial recordings for the
record were done with Andy
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series BATTLEFIELD
PS3/4, Xbox 360/One, PC, £42.99

THE Battlefield
has been regaining
momentum over the
past few years.
Bad Company 2 brought
new life to the franchise and
showed EA the series could
build a lot of momentum.

With destructible environments
and its brilliant multiplayer, it
was time to really put all their
effort into bringing the series to
a new audience.
Then Battlefield 3 came along
with stunning visuals and massive multiplayer battles that
showed up many of its counter-

ASSASSIN’S
CREED: BLACK
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parts. Now Battlefield 4 is taking
centre stage — does it live up to
its predecessors?
The first thing you notice is
that Battlefield 4 looks good.
While reviewing on the 360, it
was clear that it has refined the
style from Battlefield 3 and
taken it up a notch.
Building destruction is detailed,
draw distance is expansive and
the explosions all around you
look devastating.
While it looks good, it does
suffer from some problems.
Screen tearing and texture popins occur too often. This is more

than likely down to the game
being scaled to work on the
current generation of consoles,
while it’s clear the majority of
the focus was probably aimed at
the next generation.

Chaos

It just feels like the hardware
is struggling to keep up. This is
understandable when you think
we are less than a month away
from the new consoles.
The single-player campaign is
an easy-to-roll-with story that
moves along at a good pace,
without ever really making you
care what is actually going on.
As you progress you find yourself moving along for the action,
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Xbox/PS3, £42.99
Monaghan from Frightened
Rabbit, who also plays on it.
Seán said: “Andy helped
loads early on and the original plan was to put out an EP
that he produced and mixed
but we decided to keep going
and finish an album.
“Andy, understandably, got
extremely busy when Pedestrian Verse came out and so
we had to carry on without
him. It was great working with
him. He was very hands-on
and just grabbed his guitar or
played some keys if he heard
something a track needed.”
Wake is out now via Stitch
Records, including the fabulous new single No Original
Art. Seán said: “It’s one of the
first tracks we ever recorded
for the album, even before we
knew it was going to be an
album. It was produced/
mixed by Andy and was
recorded all over the place. A
studio in Perth, a studio in Kinross, a flat in Leith and a flat
in Govan. The video sort of
reflects this. It’s made up of
old BBC archive footage of
various parts of Scotland in
the 1930s/40s.”
No Original Art, along with
previous single Son is available as a free download from
their website. Dante play Café
Drummond in Aberdeen with
The Birthday Suit on November 9 and support Three
Blind Wolves at The Old Hairdressers in Glasgow on
November 13.
MORE: dantemusic.com
QJim will be playing Dante on
In:Demand Uncut this Sunday from
7pm on Clyde 1, Forth One, Northsound 1, Radio Borders, Tay FM,
West FM & West Sound FM.
indemandscotland.co.uk

UBISOFT’S newest addition to
the Assassin’s Creed series is a
huge improvement on its
predecessors.
As Edward Kenway, ambitious pirate-turned-assassin,
you quickly become entangled
in the conflict between the
Assassins and Templars.
Following a brief introduction, you hit the Caribbean in
search of fortune, with more
than 300km of open world to
explore.
I was initially worried about
the sailing in Black Flag after
the disappointing attempt in
Assassin’s Creed III, but
Ubisoft has managed to
improve the experience ten-

REAL FINGERPRINT
SCANNER
Free for Android

WITH Apple’s fingerprint scanner wowing people in pubs up
and down the land, here is a
timely trick app to turn a few
heads yourself. It gauges your
mood based on a scan of your
digit – telling you if you are
happy, angry or bored. Fun
and great for breaking the ice.

fold. Random events are a
great addition, with unforgiving
waves, whales and naval ships.
These sometimes occur
simultaneously, so commanding the ship becomes a lot
more challenging.
And the combination of
improved
graphics
and
mechanics brings the game to

BBM

Free for iOS and Android
MORE than 20million people
have downloaded BlackBerry
Messenger in the past week
since its release. It is the first
time the chat service has been
available for a non-BlackBerry.
At the moment you can use it
for chat, sending snaps, files
and audio clips.

life. Stunning scenery as well
as improved foliage and
weather systems makes the
transitions between gameplay
and cut scenes seamless.
The stealth element has also
been refined, allowing the
better assassins to complete
missions
without
being
detected thanks to the high

CHAMPIONSHIP
MANAGER 2013/14
Free for all

PROVE Jose isn’t the only
Special One by flexing your
managerial muscles in this
back-to-basics football game.
It may have been a firm
Nineties favourite but the new
version has all the summer
signings updated with a
choice of 400 sides to boss.

DANCE sensations Icona
Pop used Page 3 as the
inspiration for their steamy
debut album cover.

rather than the narrative. Multiplayer is really where Battlefield
earns its stripes.
The chaos of the battlefield is
truly at its peak when fighting
against others. While we are
contained to only two teams of
12 with the 360/PS3 versions of
the game, compared to the two
teams of 32 on the next generation of consoles, the action is
still fast-paced and exhilarating.
Battlefield 4 is a great game —
it’s action-packed, entertaining
and is going to be something
you’ll want to pop in your
console time after time.
The only issue is that it’s not
ever going to be at its best on
the consoles you have under your
TV now.

grass and bushes on the
islands.
But players who prefer a less
subtle approach can still
slaughter waves of enemies
with the enhanced combat.
Hunting and crafting also
plays a part, forcing you to kill
animals such as iguanas and
ocelots in order to craft better
holsters and protection to
increase your health.
The main story will take a few
days of solid play to complete
and afterwards you can still
explore shipwrecks, kill Templars and hunt for treasure.
The missions feel familiar but
the naval campaigns are a
breath of fresh air.
With
fluid
mechanics,
beautiful graphics, almost nonexistent loading times and a
twisty, turny story, I would even
say that this is the best
Assassin adventure so far.
ALEX BUCK

KING OF PARTY
iOS/Android, Free

The sexy Swedes — Caroline
Hjelt and Aino Jawo — got topless and posed with their arms
wrapped
seductively
around
each other.
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FINALLY, a way of crowning the ultimate gamer
among your friends.
This app challenges you
across mini-games, with
the results used to crown
the definitive King of Party.
It works cross-platform,
meaning iPhone users can
take on Android devices.
The games used are not
that original – Skate Run is
Temple Run rebranded –
but there is enough here to
overlook that.
A great idea.

FIGURE

MOVEMBER 2013

BORED of the songs on your
iPod? Then write your own
while you’re sat on the train.
That’s the idea from this idiotproof app where you create
tunes by laying down beats,
bass and a lead synth, then
muck about with the results.
Brilliant, easy-touch pad play.

ANY chaps thinking of growing
face fuzz this month to raise
cash for prostate and testicular
cancer, get this. You can use it
to register, track your progress
with photos and invite your
mates to help. More than 1.1million people across the globe
raised £92million last year.

Free for iOS

Free for all

And the expertly located title This
Is . . . is the only thing that stops it
being a Page 3 shoot.
Caroline revealed: “We decided we
wanted to do it together. But we
kept the crew of the photoshoot
small to only people we trust.
“Otherwise it would have been
weird. This album is everything
we’ve been up to, so we wanted a
really honest cover.
“So we decided, let’s give them
honest and let’s give them naked.
“Some of our best friends took the
pictures and did our make-up — and
we felt pretty comfortable doing it.”
The album — out on Monday — is
set to be a success story, thanks to
massive hit I Love It.
It’s been one of the biggest songs
of the decade, shifting a staggering
seven million copies.
It topped the UK charts and did
the business over in America too.
And it’s turned the pair into seriously hot property.
They’ve never played in Scotland,
but they have finally managed to
schedule us in for March 2014 at The
Arches in Glasgow.
Caroline, 24, explained: “The thing
is we’re just two human beings. It’s
impossible to be everywhere at the
same time. We try to interact as
much as we can online and we see
the fans talking around the world
about how the concerts have been.
“We know we’re coming to Scotland finally next year and it’ll be

By CHRIS SWEENEY
very exciting to finally meet the fans
there. We’ve been writing the album
for about four years. It’s not like we
had a lot of time to be in the studio
and spend a month recording.
“We haven’t had a home or a base
in all that time. We always have a
microphone with us, we’d build our
own little studios in closets or in the
back seats of cars.
“It’s been a journey. It’s been fun
to do an album like this, it’s so honest — there’s been no plan.
“Like at South by Southwest in
Texas, we recorded the audience on
our phones and now it’s on the song
you hear on the album.”
The girls aren’t worried I Love It
will overshadow everything else they
do. They wouldn’t be the first group
to get buried by an anthem.
Caroline said: “I don’t think it
made us feel any pressure. We see it
more as a song that opened a lot of
doors. If you focus on the pressure,
then you’d just go nuts.

Control

“Before it, no one knew who we
were. So we could have put out
album after album with no one interested. But now, they are actually listening. We’re just trying to keep up.
It’s been the best year of our lives.”
I Love It has been a money spinner due to the advertising it’s done.
It was the song for Samsung’s Galaxy 4, played on the trailer for Sandra Bullock’s movie The Heat, was featured on Glee and is also the theme
tune to a popular Portuguese soap.
Even the Cookie Monster did a version of it — plus it’s clocked up
54.5million views on YouTube.
But there could have been a lot
more cash pulled in.
Caroline said: “We are control
freaks. So we always have the last
word on where it is used. You get
happy when people want to use your
song but you only want it in situations where it feels good.”
But they haven’t been overnight
success stories. The girls were on the
grind for years, and the work has
paid off. But they aren’t looking to
slack off — they want to keep moving and have a blast.
Caroline raved: “We’ve played so
many different types of venues. We
said yes to everything and you learn
so much by doing that. And right
now, we couldn’t be happier.
“We’re two best friends
doing what we love. I often
have to pinch myself in
the arm as this is all too
good to be true.”
Q Pre-order the album
and get tour tickets now
at: iconapop.com
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