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NEW MUSIC
By JIM GELLATLY

By CHRIS
SWEENEY

WHERE: Glasgow
FOR FANS OF: London
Grammar, Nina Nesbitt,
Emeli Sandé
JIM SAYS: I do find it frustrating that a show like The X
Factor fast-tracks singers on
to prime-time TV when
there’s a wealth of talented
musicians on the circuit.
Don’t get me wrong, The X
Factor can be great viewing.
But it’s not really about nurturing and developing talent.
As soon as I heard 18-yearold Jasmine McFadyen’s single A Night In Paris, it was
clear she had something special. Give her access to a mainstream audience and she’d be
an overnight sensation.
Jasmine released her selftitled album in October. It’s a
contender for my album of
the year.
Recorded with Wet Wet Wet
guitarist Graeme Duffin at the
Foundry Music Lab in Motherwell, it’s a collection of stripped-back acoustic numbers.
Packed full of emotion,
they bring out her voice and
songwriting perfectly.
She told me: “Each song
on the album is very personal
to me. Experiences I’ve had,
or others I know have had.
“The reason I write songs
about the sincere points of life
is because I felt they were subjects that haven’t really been
addressed much in the music
industry. People are oblivious

TOY release Join The
Dots just 16 months
after their self-titled
debut album.
The five-piece formed in 2010
in London. They were signed to
Heavenly Recordings — home to
Doves and Beth Orton — after
label boss Jeff Barrett spotted
them playing in a pub.
The album Toy was released in
September last year and this time
they have created a record of
murky psych-rock to disappear
into — perfect for fans of groups
such as My Bloody Valentine.
SFTW spoke to frontman Tom
Dougall this week . . .

Join The Dots is out a year and a
bit after your debut. Is it true you
want to do an album a year?
We want to be prolific. We’re
writing songs all the time and we
felt we had enough good songs
with this album. In future it will
depend if the material is there.
How many songs did you work
on for Join The Dots?
We demo’d quite a few more.
There are about 20 songs we
worked on, and three or four we
recorded that we’ll keep as

By TOM THOROGOOD
B-sides. Usually it’s obvious what
the best songs are. There were a
couple that nearly made it.
How long did it take to record?
As soon as the first album was
released and we’d toured, we
started.
We had time to go round each
other’s houses and develop ideas
and take them into the studio.
Then we recorded it in May and
mixed it in June.
We were going to get it out in
September,
but
the
label
wouldn’t let us.
What did you learn on the first
album that you brought to this?
We were more experienced in
the studio. We learnt a lot from
Dan Carey, our producer, when
we were making the first one.
We know a lot more about
recording techniques and how to
get the sounds we want. Dan was
a great help with that.
Dan has worked with Kylie, Bat
For Lashes, M.I.A., Hot Chip and Lily
Allen. What does he bring to the
table with you guys?
Most importantly, his enthusiasm. He’s been a big fan and
that keep us excited. He has

great ideas too and good technical skills. We learn from that.
How does Join The Dots differ
from the first album?
It’s got a different mood — it’s
more reflective. We always hope
to progress — and I think we will
for the next one too.
We’re already writing songs for
the third one. It’s important to
keep going and not dwell on
what we’ve done.
Is it true you record with a lighting
rig and smoke machines in the
studio?
Yeah, Dan always has lasers set
up around the studio, which we
like. It’s dark with lasers bobbing
around. We’ve recorded in ordinary, sterile studios and it’s not
goof for being creative.
We like going to the studio and
that’s important. We spend all
day and often stay the night.
The best stuff we get done is
at night.
Did you record “as live” again, all
playing at the same time?
Yeah, this time there were a
few more overdubs, where we
experimented with bits of piano,
but every track was recorded
with guitars, bass and drums
playing at the same time. Otherwise it sounds a bit flat. This

way everyone moves together and
it’s a group effort. You can tell.
Some reviews have suggested you
are part of a “psych revival”. Do you
agree?
I don’t see it as a “revival” but
there are elements of psychadelia
in our music. Not necessarily
1960s psychedelia like Sgt Pepper
or Pink Floyd.
Psychedelia runs deep in a lot
of different types of music. It’s
just about something that takes
you outside of reality, to a different place. It’s not about flowerpower, which isn’t us at all.
What has been the highlight of
your 2013?
It’s all been a blur really
because we’ve been so busy. We
all love gigs and going on tour
and playing Glastonbury was a
highlight.
We did a secret gig in a place
called The Crow’s Nest and that
was really fun.
But I guess the best thing was
recording the album. That was
our highlight.
Being in the studio and working on songs is the most enjoyable thing about being in the
band. That’s the main reason we
do it.
Q Join The Dots is out now

or even unaware of what some
people go through.
“For example Little Sally is
about child abuse, Diamond
Ring is about the widows of
war, Sunset is about dementia. But I also do write about
love and there are upbeat
tracks like Superstar.”
Jasmine’s so far followed a
similar career path to another
of my favourite emerging singers, Nina Nesbitt. Like Nina
did, Jasmine’s studying music
at college while working in a
shop. Nina is already starting
to make a major impact, and
it’s only a matter of time
before Jasmine does too.
It’s tough out there with so
many
singer-songwriters
vying for attention, but Jasmine has a fresh take on
music. And she comes across
as a singer serious about her
music rather than using it to
become famous, which does
seem to be the motivation of
many X Factor wannabes.
Her music does have pop
elements, but it’s far from sugary, both in delivery and content. She’s the sort of artist
that would easily fit on the
Radio 2 playlist as well as
Radio 1. There’s massive
crossover potential.
Jasmine recently played
her biggest show to date at
Glasgow’s ABC 2. I’m sure it
won’t be long until she’s playing bigger venues.
MORE: facebook.com/JasmineSounds
Q Jim will be playing Jasmine on
In:Demand Uncut this Sunday
from 7pm on Clyde 1, Forth One,
Northsound 1, Radio Borders, Tay
FM, West FM & West Sound FM.

Watch the band at:
thescottishsun.co.uk

SUPERSTAR DJ Riva
Starr’s decision to have
a carry-on turned into
his
smartest
ever
career move.
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POCKET rocket Katy
B has been quiet of
late. But she’s been
away grafting hard on
her second album.
The Katy has lost
none of her sharpness. New single Crying For No Reason is
a gem — a menacing,
edgy tune.
It is not officially out
until the end of
January. But check it
out
now
at
katybofficial.com

The boy from Naples is
behind the massive smash single Eat Sleep Rave Repeat.
It’s set fire to dance floors everywhere and has also dominated
radio airwaves too.
Riva — real name Stefano Miele
— did it with Fatboy Slim and
rapper Beardyman on vocals, but
never imagined it would make
anything.
He said: “Nah, definitely not.
We just made it in a couple of
hours hanging out together. We’d
done this other single together.
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“So then we hung about in the
afternoon, it was more about wasting time and having a few beers.
“We decided to record it sounding like we were on a three-day
bender and then Beardyman came
up with his 12-minute rant to go
on there.”
Golden boy Calvin Harris then
took a shine to it and did a remix
— giving the song even more legs.
Stef beamed: “The hook is
catchy, some people just know
that and don’t know who we are.
“Calvin is a big fan of Fatboy’s,
so I guess he wanted to do some
kind of tribute — that’s why he
made the arrangement sort of
acidy. He did a good job.
“Now we have the cool version
for all the underground heads and
the other one Calvin did is still
cool, but it’s more big room for
the radio and festivals.”
Riva is seriously respected in
the DJ community. But Eat Sleep
Rave Repeat is his first time crashing the pop charts — it shot to
number three in the UK and number one in Scotland. And he
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admits that he’s purposely dodged
the electro craze that has dominated the pop world recently.
Stef said: “I know there could
be way more money and bigger
festivals if I wanted to do that.
“But producing something that
does not belong to you truly,
hardly ever works. And it definitely doesn’t work for me — I
couldn’t do it. I stick to my sound
and that’s it. I’d like people not
to recognise me as a bandwagon

jumper. But rather as someone
who’s trying to do his work properly. I would say it’s integrity but
really all I’m doing is having fun
in the studio. There’s a lot of people around who just follow the
money and that’s one way to
make music. But it’s not my way.”
Stefano is a man in demand. He
criss-crosses the globe. And he’s
heading our way on January 30 at
Aberdeen’s Snafu before carrying
on to Glasgow and Edinburgh.

But there’s no chance of his new
popularity going to his head.
Stef explained: “When my song
went to number one in Scotland I
remember calling my mum, but she
wasn’t bothered at all — she just
wanted to know what I was going
to have for my dinner that night.
“So there’s no chance of me getting carried away with all this.”
Q For tour tickets and info, go to
rivastarr.com

IF you end up getting
some cash for Christmas, then there’s not
much better you could
spend it on than tickets
to see The 1975.
They had a superb
2013 and proved they
are class operators,
and not just a load of
hype.
They play Aberdeen
and Glasgow in early
February.
Get all the info at
the1975.com

