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THE DETOURS

WHO: Matt Littlefair (vocals),
Michael Smith (guitar/vocals),
Duncan McConnell (guitar/
vocals), Ally Graham (bass),
Ross Neilson (drums/vocals).
WHERE: Glasgow.
FOR FANS OF: Foo Fighters,
Alter Bridge, Biffy Clyro.
JIM SAYS: The Detours have
been promising to make a
major breakthrough for some
time. But that has made them
all the more determined to
succeed.
New EP Louder In The
Dark is further evidence that
their hard work is paying off.
Melodic rock with an edge, it
enhances their reputation as
one of Scotland’s leading
rock acts.
In 2008 The Detours
appeared on Channel 4’s
Orange Unsigned Act. The
series was an attempt at creating an X Factor-style competition, but with more credibility.
Though they just missed
out on the final stage, it was a
great platform for The
Detours. Ally said: “We were
so young we didn’t know how
to take it all in. The day of
recording flew by in a blur.
Looking back on it though, it
was a great experience.
“We learnt a lot about ourselves as a band as well as
dealing with the pressure that
comes from having the cameras, audience and judges following our every action on
stage. It opened our eyes seeing how TV companies construct programmes like that

WHILE Osborne’s sharp prose brings
great drama to the baccarat tables of
Macau’s casinos, nothing else really
happens to his gambling-addicted
protagonist in this short novel.
And when we discover Lord Doyle
is actually a corrupt lawyer on the
run, it’s hard to empathise.
After he squanders his last dollar,
he is rescued by a mysterious
Chinese prostitute. But lines between
reality and superstition blur and we

Q Jim will be playing The Detours on
In:Demand Uncut this Sunday from
7pm on Clyde 1, Forth One, Northsound 1, Radio Borders, Tay FM &
West FM. indemandscotland.co.uk
Photo credit Marianne Harris

Listen to the band at:
thescottishsun.co.uk
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Lawrence Osborne, £12.99
must decide whether she is real. As
his fortunes change, he decides to
put it all on the line one
last time but by then we’re
not concerned enough
about him to care about
the outcome.
DAN POUNTNEY

EVERY summer Jenn and her
husband Greg journey to Mallorca for
their annual holiday in the sun.
The days are long and lazy and life
is good.
But this year everything is very
different from usual.
Jenn’s stepdaughter Emma arrives
with her beautiful, reckless new
boyfriend Nathan – and from the
moment Jenn first sets eyes on him,
she feels something inside her stir. As

1. South Park: The Stick Of Truth Special
Edition – only at GAME
2. Grand Theft Auto V
3. Plants Vs. Zombies: Garden Warfare
4. World Of Warcraft
5. Thief Limited Edition

THE LEMON GROVE
Helen Walsh, £12.99

6. The LEGO Movie Videogame: Wild
West Pack With Emmet Minifig
7. Donkey Kong Country: Tropical Freeze
8. Fable: Anniversary
9. Rayman Legends
10. Minecraft

SPARE BRIDES

4

Adele Parks, £13.99

the days go by, it becomes obvious
Nathan is also interested in her.
So will the pair decide
to risk everything for a
reckless moment of
passion?
This is one book that is
guaranteed to get you hot
and bothered.

Sarah Hilary, £13.99

EARLY adopters of TITANFALL
4
the Xbox One have Xbox One, 360, PC (£49.99)
been
treated
to play experience? Well,
some
good
and Titanfall is a multiplayeronly first-person shooter
interesting titles.
which sees two warring

But what has been missing is a real blockbuster
for the system.
Titanfall is the first
game to get everyone
excited and Microsoft is
banking on it becoming a
real system seller.
So have the team at
Respawn created the must-

factions battling it out in
a futuristic world.
You are a Titan pilot,
one of the few skilled
enough to fight in the
battlefield and ride in
giant battle mechs.
If that sounds like a
very loose explanation of
the story, it’s because

that’s really all there is.
While there are two
campaigns to get through,
they are the same thing
but from the opposite
side’s perspective.
Multiplayer mayhem is
key to Titanfall. It offers
so many new mechanics
in the world of FPS, but
you soon begin to feel the
flow of gameplay.
Using parkour and jet
packs, your pilot can
charge around the maps
with
real
momentum. Then
everything

changes when you call in
your own personal Titan.
The powerful mechs can
change the flow of battle
and regardless of whether
you’re running around as
a pilot or causing damage
in a Titan, the game feels
balanced.
But one thing that
really sticks out is it all
feels a bit samey.
The campaign is identical to playing in standard
multiplayer and the lack
of a horde mode means
there is only one way to

play. But the different
game modes within the
multiplayer
are
what
bring the variety and
keep it feeling fresh.
Titanfall is a genrechanging FPS with fresh
new mechanics and tight,
balanced gameplay. Every
moment has the potential
to be spectacular.
While it may feel light
on modes, the beauty of
the gameplay is what will
keep you coming back for
that perfect round.

JAMIE NIGHTINGALE

PAC-MAN AND THE
GHOSTLY ADVENTURES

THIS title based on the long-running
cartoon show has been a long time
coming after numerous delays.
Is it worth the wait? You bet.
This is a role-playing game in the
world of South Park, putting you in
the role of a new kid in town.
And it’s not long before you come
across some familiar faces.
The kids in town, led by Cartman,
are involved in an epic struggle of
fantasy and adventure to retain the allpowerful Stick Of Truth.
When this is stolen away, it’s your

SOUTH PARK: THE STICK
OF TRUTH

4.5

PS3, Xbox 360, PC (£34.99)
job as the new kid to get it back.
Dealt with in the wrong way, the
gameplay could begin to feel repetitive, but the humour keeps it fresh.
The writing is on a par with the show.
The TV show’s town has been
lovingly recreated for you to explore
in this beautifully created, shockingly
rude, must-play.
JN

WHILE Pac-Man is a gaming classic,
it’s difficult to imagine how you could
update the original title to make it
work for modern gamers.
And that’s clearly a puzzle which
defeated the developers here, who
instead have just slapped a Pac-Man
theme on a standard 3D platformer
where you rush around defeating bad
guys to save the world.
There are nods to the original – you
collect blobs, chomp your enemies
and grab power-ups – but anyone
looking for the intensity of the top-

PAC-MAN AND THE
GHOSTLY AVENTURES

2

Xbox, PS3, Wii (£24)
down maze game will be disappointed. The story is paper-thin but,
as it’s based on the tie-in kids’ TV
series, that’s understandable.
While not inspired, this is a
perfectly decent game which isn’t too
hard and will suit youngsters who
already love the TV show.
For everyone else, there are better
ways to spend your time.

SMASH HIT

iTUNES FESTIVAL

LATEROOMS.COM

BBC iPLAYER

OUT THERE

THE team behind Granny Smith
and Sprinkle has released one
of the most satisfying games
you’ll play this year.
It’s all about smashing glass
with metal balls. The physics
are spot-on in this one, which
sees you moving into the
screen chucking balls at
moving glass objects.

WATCH live gigs at the US
iTunes Festival which is going
on at SXSW in Austin, Texas,
until Sunday. Relive sets that
took place earlier this week
from acts including Coldplay
and Imagine Dragons.
Or tune in to stream Pitbull
and Keith Urban. Includes
countdown to showtime.

THIS hotel booking app has
been given a makeover to offer
specific iOS and Android
versions. New features include
filters for hotel type and
facilities plus guest reviews.
We tested it at a swanky 5H
London hotel and saved more
than £150 on a Saturday night.
Best for 11th-hour bookings.

THE Beeb has just given its
player an overhaul with loads of
improvements. The interface is
better and finding programmes
is much easier with better
category grouping.
Netflix-style exclusive iPlayer
comedy shows begin from May,
featuring stars including Frankie
Boyle and Bob Mortimer.

STUCK in deep space, your
goal is to find your way home.
You need to keep your
spaceship’s fuel and oxygen
ticking over as you zip around
from planet to planet to harvest
goodies. This relies on
randomness, so you could well
fluke yourself to glory – or
doom.

Free for all

Free for iOS

Free for all

Free for all

BOOKS

Xbox, PS3, Wii, £24

Page-turners read daily or
weekly and reap the benefits
books offer, while button-pushers
prefer activities such as watching
TV and DVDs.
The findings were revealed in a
nationwide study, commissioned
by Booktrust, which also suggests
reading rubs off in the home,
with families playing a crucial
role in fostering a love of books.
We spoke to
the current
MALORIE
Children’s
Laureate
BLACKMAN about the study and why
reading anything and everything
spurred her on as a child — even
though she had to risk her
father’s wrath to do so.
When I was growing up, my
father was convinced fiction
was a waste of time. The house
was full of factual titles, encyclopedias, atlases and dictionaries —
but no stories.
He couldn’t fathom why I would
want to fritter away time and
money on novels that wouldn’t
teach me anything.
So my local library became my
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saviour. If it hadn’t been for
the time that I spent there,
devouring stories, I wouldn’t be
where I am today.
As soon as I was able to, I got
myself a Saturday job so I could
buy my own books too, and keep
feeding my hunger for good
stories. But it all started at my
local library.
I had a lucky escape. Research
published by Booktrust this week
suggests that attitudes to reading
are passed on in cycles, so our
parents’ habits can follow us.

These are children
with aspirations
Fantastic news if your family
home has shelves stocked with
much-loved books, but it may
mean a reinforcement of poverty
from generation to generation for
those without reading role models.
If I hadn’t had a library within
walking distance when I was
young, I would have had no other
way to access the wider world of
literature and so it’s not hard to
imagine that my life could have
gone very differently. The research

suggests that for some parents
who have never been guided into
the reading habit themselves, the
proven benefits of reading for
pleasure may
not
be fully
appreciated.
It’s not in any way about blaming parents but about finding
strategies to help break the cycle
and introduce stories in the most
literature-poor families, to jumpstart access to — and a love of —
reading and books.
I see the impact reading has
every time I visit a school or
speak at a literary festival — there
are queues of young people waiting to hear authors speak, get
books signed and share how they
have
been
encouraged
and
inspired to read more, write more
and seek out more.
These are children and young
adults with aspirations and ambitions that have come from dreams
and imagination. How can you
possibly feed that without a love
of reading? If you cannot think
outside your own life, how will
you ever escape it?
Yet equally, it’s not just about a
section of society that we’re losing
as potential readers — what about

our future writers? Dickens — who
left school to work in a factory
when his father was sent to a
debtors’ prison — captured the
masses’ approval by depicting the
real poverty of his era. A diversity of experiences and voices add
depth, breadth and richness to the
world of literature.
Our canon of literature is not
just entertainment but exists as a
reflection of society.
With groups of people unable to
read or write to a sufficient level,
we suppress myriad voices that
should be heard.
There is a serious need to
reduce the number of children
living in poverty and if this cycle
of
illiteracy
continues,
that
number will only increase.
Literacy has the potential to
offer a way out and to redress the
balance. It’s not just the impact
on the individual but the economic impact that better literacy
levels would have in this country.
My father had it wrong when
he thought reading stories was
a waste of time — it literally
can change lives.
l Malorie Blackman is the Waterstones Children’s Laureate. For details
on Booktrust, see booktrust.org.uk.
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THE First World War
shattered lives and the
1920s was a time of
change for women.
Beatrice, Ava, Sarah
and Lydia have all loved
and lost in some way as a
result of the war and they
are not the same.
As time passes things
remain unsettled – but is
love just around the
corner for the foursome?
The author is one of my
favourites and even
though it’s a
different
genre she
doesn’t disappoint. The
fab frocks
are just a
bonus.

SOMEONE ELSE’S
SKIN

BRITS are divided into two
distinct camps – pageturners and button-pushers.

too, digging around for stories to use for drama rather
than necessarily digging out
the best talents.”
The following year they
were crowned winners of the
UK-wide talent search Live
And Unsigned.
I have major reservations
about music competitions,
and the Live And Unsigned
experience wasn’t a positive
one for the band. I remember
Michael posting on my Facebook page that they felt let
down when the prize package failed to materialise.
All credit to them for putting
it all behind them.
Live highlights last year
included playing for 5,000
people at Real XS’ festival in
Manchester. Back home, a
sell-out show at King Tut’s
also rates highly. Ally said:
“With Glasgow being our
home town this was always
something we wanted to tick
off our list of achievements.
The crowd were amazing.
They sang along to a few of
our songs, something which
until it happens you don’t realise how much of a great buzz
you get from it.”
With plans to tour Europe
and secure some festival
slots, The Detours are well on
their way to reaching the next
level. The Louder In The Dark
EP is released on Monday.
The band play with The Last
Carnival at The Classic Grand
in Glasgow on April 6.
MORE: facebook.com/thedetoursuk

THE BALLAD OF A
SMALL PLAYER
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WHEN
Detective
Inspector Marnie Rome
and Detective Sergeant
Noah Jake visit a
women’s refuge to speak
to a resident, they get the
shock of their lives.
As the investigation
proceeds, they are
caught up in violence,
intimidation and duplicity.
But the duo are
determined to discover
the truth at any cost.
It’s being called the
crime debut of
the year and I
agree.
It’s a simply
superb read –
dark
and
thrilling.

GET THINGS DONE

Robert Kelsey, £10.99 3
MOST of us have at least
one aspect of our lives we
would like to change –
and some of us a whole
heap of things.
However, in order for a
transformation to take
place the first thing,
according to the author,
is to alter the mindset.
It’s this that’s at the root
of improving life for the
better. Full of practical
advice and lots of tips on
how to enhance your
current situation, Kelsey
offers
a
pragmatic and
h o n e s t
approach
to
day-to-day living and its
annoyances.

£2.49 iOS, £2.99 Android

YOUR No1 paper for entertainment is giving
you the chance to experience your favourite
music artists in true VIP style in our exclusive
Executive Suite at The SSE Hydro.
Scotland’s biggest music venue will play
host to some top acts this year including
The Backstreet Boys, Elbow, McBusted,
Robbie Williams and Miley Cyrus .
We’ve got 10 pairs of tickets for our
Suite to give away for selected shows at
The SSE Hydro. To have a chance of winning, answer the following question: Which
famous musician is Beyoncé married to?
Email your answer, name, address, daytime contact number & answer to win@
the-sun.co.uk with the name of your favour-

ite artist. Please put “SSE Hydro” in the
email subject header.

Q TICKET dates and artists are as selected
by The Scottish Sun — winners are not guaranteed their favourite artist. Competition
closes at midnight tonight (March 14, 2014).
Over 18s, UK residents only, excluding any
SSE Hydro or Scottish Sun employees and
their families or anyone professionally connected with this promotion. One entry per per-

son. Winner will be selected at random from
all entries received before the closing date.
The prize is a pair of tickets to an event at
The SSE Hydro, in the Scottish Sun Suite
(excluding travel, refreshments, merchandise
and all other additional goods and services).
Tickets must be accepted as offered and are
not transferable. No cash alternative will be
offered. You must adhere to The SSE Hydro
code of conduct whilst in The Scottish Sun
Executive Suite.
The Scottish Sun is under no liability whatsoever in connection with any loss, damage
or injury which is suffered as a direct or indirect result of the prize (except where death or
personal injury is caused by negligence of
The Scottish Sun). Usual Sun rules apply.

