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A STINT in rehab for
Valium
addiction,
splitting with his big
money label and
turning 30.

Those were the facts —
and it had a lot of experts
calling it the end for 2010
X Factor winner Matt
Cardle’s pop dreams.

But for him, it’s just the
beginning.
Matt snapped:
“I don’t
believe in this f***ing curse
that people talk about and
things not lasting.
“This is what I’ve done all
my life.
“I’ve already been doing it
for about 20 years, so I reckon
I can crack on for another 20
easy.”
After winning the TV talent
show with mentor Dannii Minogue, above, he’s now free of
Simon
Cowell
and
Sony
Records.
And he isn’t running away
from the challenge.
He said: “It’s what I’ve
aways done and how I’ve
always done it.
“It doesn’t feel out of the
norm to be fair, it feels I’m
getting back to what I know
best — and do best.”
Matt ran the show on last
album Porcelain, his third
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after 2011’s Letters and The
Fire in 2012.
But he reckons most people
don’t realise how involved he
was in their success.
Former
painter
Matt
explained: “Again it’s back to
what I know, which is being
as involved as I possibly can
be.
“I write the albums and I
play a lot of the instruments
because I want it done my
way. I have a hand in the mixing and producing too.
“It’s not like I came into
this just being able to sing,
I’ve always been in bands and
in the studio recording and
producing things.

‘I don’t blame
people’

“I don’t blame people for
not knowing what I can do, as
they don’t see all that stuff
before.
“I wouldn’t have seen anyone come on X Factor and
thought they’d done what I’d
done previously.
“But you’ve just to have a
look at the album sleeve and
see who did the instrumentation — then you know.
“I’ve had two top 10 albums
and I missed out my third in
a row by about 800 copies.”
Matt checked into The Pri-

ory at the end of last year.
And he’s glad to be free of his
addiction — which started
when he began taking pills to
combat a fear of flying.
Southampton boy Matt said:
“I feel better than I ever have.
I needed it and it saved my
life. It was a bit of shame I
had to end up that way, but
I’m a much bigger and better
person for it.
“It was the best thing I’ve
done, going in there and getting my life sorted.”
Matt has just kicked off his
19-date Porcelain tour.
It opened in Ireland but now
storms Scotland — and he’s at
Edinburgh’s
Queen’s
Hall
tonight before hitting The
Arches in Glasgow tomorrow.
And he’s lapping it up, leaving critics scratching their
heads.
Matt said: “This tour is selling really well and the album
sold brilliantly.
“On this tour I’ve got full
production, it’s a rock ‘n roll
show. I love what I do.
“I don’t know what people
have said about me and how
things are going for me.
“But for me, it’s been brilliant. All my tours have sold
out in the past and my albums
have charted well.
“I really can’t complain.”
Q Get tour tickets from: mattcardlemusic.com
chris.sweeney@the-sun.co.uk

swell. Joe continued: “After
you’d played a couple of our
songs on the radio I thought
that it would be fitting to try to
write one about you, or to be
more accurate a fictional version of you.
“The Jim Gellatly in TV
Dream is an Alan Partridgeesque figure desperate for a
career in TV. I suppose on a
deeper level it represents the
unfulfilled dreams we all have
and how no matter how much
we have we still always end up
wanting more.”
Not ones for conforming
(they’ve only just joined Facebook), the new single Match.
com comes out on 7in flexi
disc.
It’s a format I never thought
I’d see again.
Joe said: “Yeah, flexis died
out altogether in the
mid-2000s, but recently an
American pressing plant has
resurrected them. We’re big
fans of physical media, and
put a lot of effort into how we
package our records.”
The lead track is also available to download. Just as
well, really, as the flexi disc
isn’t going to be ready for
tomorrow’s launch gig at
Broadcast in Glasgow.
They will however have limited edition 5.2in Floppy Disc
CD versions of the single on
sale exclusively at the show.
Q More: www.colinsgodson.
com
Q Jim presents Drivetime on
the relaunched XFM Scotland
from Monday (weekdays
4-7pm). www.xfm.co.uk www.
jimgellatly.com

Listen to the band at:
thescottishsun.co.uk

By CHRIS
SWEENEY

BLACKBERRY Smoke battered
over from Atlanta recently and
made a serious impression.
Their brand of southern rock
saw their album break into the
Top 30 with hardly any promotion.
Now they’re hitting Glasgow’s
02 ABC on October
16 — and tickets
will be snapped
up fast.
Make
sure
you get yours
at: www.black
berrysmoke.com

AUSSIE rocker Courtney Barnett couldn’t
get a gig at home
for love nor money.

Now she’s flooded with offers
from around the globe — after
both Rolling Stone and The
New York Times started raving
about her.
The singer’s fortunes have
been turned upside down in the
last year — thanks to her debut
album A Sea of Split Peas.
And due to it’s popularity, she
kicks off a World Tour next
week at Coachella in LA — and
hits Scotland on May 4, appearing at Glasgow’s Stag & Dagger
festival.
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NOTHING is more out there than
Public Service Broadcasting.
The man behind the project — J
Willgoose — makes music out of
archived informational broadcasts. And his latest scheme has
him melding music to commentary of Dutch speed
skating.
Only vinyl copies are being
made. Info on
where to buy it
at: www.record
storeday.co.uk

‘I like drawing,
making art’

ONE2WATCH

COLIN’S GODSON

WHO: Joseph Greatorex
(vocals/bass), Dave Gillies
(keyboards/vocals), Geoffrey
Mackenzie (guitar), Edward
Crawley (drums).
WHERE: Glasgow.
FOR FANS OF: Half Man Half
Biscuit, The Buzzcocks, Blur.
JIM SAYS: Sad times on Sunday when I did my final
In:Demand Uncut show.
For the past three years I’ve
been privileged to spread the
new music gospel on Clyde 1,
Forth One, Northsound 1,
Radio Borders, Tay FM and
West FM.
I may have left, but I’m
delighted that the show will
continue. They’ve lined up
some cracking guest presenters over the next few weeks.
On Sunday, my pal Nina Nesbitt hosts the show. I can’t wait
to tune in.
For my last show I chose a
track by Glasgow band Colin’s Godson as my parting
shot. How could I resist a
song called ‘Jim Gellatly’s TV
Dream’.
An acoustic version of the
track first emerged on the
2012 Colin’s Godson Ahoy!
EP. They’ve now beefed it up
for release as part of their new
single Match.com.
Singer Joe said: “A recurring theme in our songwriting
is celebrities having minor existentialist crises.
“It must be hard being perceived one way in public and
separating that persona from
the real self.”
Celebrity? Watch my head
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Melbourne girl Courtney said:
“It’s completely surreal to go to
the other side of the world and
have people ready to watch you.
It’s mind-blowing.
“I couldn’t tour too much in
Australia. There’s not many
places to go. The ratio of people
to musicians is not great.
“I started my own record label
and built around that.”
Oddly, Courtney’s album is
actually a pair of EPs welded
together. And she didn’t have
any worries that the unusual
move would backfire.
The 26-year-old explained: “I
released them in Australia and
then got interest from elsewhere. I put them out back
home individually about a year
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apart. Even though they are separate things, they are a representation of where I was at.
“So they had a very similar
mindset and the mood is similar
through all the songs.”
The thing that sticks out most
is her deadpan style.
Courtney states her lyrics,
more than sings them. She said:

“It’s pretty natural. I stopped
trying to do anything too forced,
I just let it do what’s natural.
“And that’s how it goes. I like
simplicity. That’s what I like in
music, so it’s what I’ve replicated in how my stuff sounds.”
And it’s not only her singing
style that’s unique.
Courtney really does things

her own way. She hand draws
all the designs on her merchandise and album covers.
And unlike most of her fellow
Aussie stars, she won’t be
upping sticks to move closer to
the action.
Courtney said: “I like drawing,
I like making art — so if that’s
as music or as visual stuff, it’s

what I do. So it’s not about the
t-shirt product, it’s about the
art that goes on it.
“I like travelling around but I
love it here in Melbourne, so I’ll
probably stay here for quite a
long time. I like doing things
my own way.”
Q Get tour tickets and downloads at:
www.courtneybarnett.com
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