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PROFESSOR Green reckons
he’s the Peter Pan of hiphop.
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THE WILD CURVE

WHERE: Glasgow.
FOR FANS OF: Foster The
People, MGMT, Two Door
Cinema Club.
JIM SAYS: I do love a bit of
mystery, so I was intrigued
to go along to The Wild
Curve’s first gig last month,
at The Berkeley Suite in
Glasgow.
I didn’t know what to
expect. I’d only heard a couple of studio tracks from the
then anonymous duo. I was
instantly captivated by the
electronic pop they offered.
How would that transfer to
a live stage though? Certainly they had the production values to carry it off. It
seemed that half the tiny
venue was taken up by the
stage set-up and their gear.
The lights and smoke
added to the effect, but it
was Neil and Kieran’s music
that really shone through.
Neil told me: “We’re both
all about the live show, even
when we’re writing we’re
always thinking ‘How will
this go down live?’ With so
few people buying music
these days I think it’s probably most important to be
armed with good songs and
a really great live show that
people want to go to see.”
The Wild Curve have been
writing together for the past
couple of years, and first
stuck a track online about
six months ago. They were
practically an overnight
sensation, with the internet
providing a perfect platform

The self-confessed “Man
Child” reckons he hasn’t
quite grasped how adult life
works because he has never
grown up.

He shelled out on expensive
plants to give him and ex-Made
In Chelsea missus Millie Mackintosh some privacy at home in London, but didn’t know he had to
water them.
The Hackney boy ranted: “I’m
trying to create some privacy.
“I spent all this money on
mature bushes and they started
dying. “I was like ‘what are they
dying for?’
“Someone told me, you’ve got to
f***ing water them. I didn’t know.
“I grew up on a council estate,
I don’t know about mature
bushes.
“I’ve never watered a plant in
my life, not even that type of
plant. I hope I’ve saved them.
Some of the leaves are pointing
down instead of up.
“It’s all a learning process,
that’s me growing up. So I guess
I am becoming an adult.

Difficult to talk
about depression

“But I’ll still go out for a beer
on Saturday afternoon and come
home on Sunday night.
“Saying that, I pay all my bills
and I open all my letters eventually.”
Most folk would be embarrassed
to own up to such a howler, but
Pro — real name Stephen Manderson — is brutally honest.
He’s hasn’t shied away from losing his licence earlier this year,
while driving to protect Millie
after they were victims of a street
robbery.
And he also tackled his battle
with depression in current hit single Lullaby.
Pro, 30, said: “I know people
are going — what’s he got to
f***ing cry about?
“What’s he whinging about?
“Well, I’m not whinging.
“I don’t like whinging pop artists — I think they’re all c****.
“Bravado is much more of an
American thing in rap.
“Bearing in mind I didn’t grow
up on only American hip-hop,
people forget that. My music has
a lot of other influences in it.
“I am very self-deprecating
almost to my own demise, bravado is not me.
“Some people find it difficult to
talk about depression. There
should be much more responsibility on us. I have always been
open and honest, I have never
shied away from it.
“But after I did a documentary
about suicide for Radio 1, I learnt
a lot from a psychotherapist and
I thought, you know what, no matter how difficult it is to talk
about, I’m going to do it.
“The worst thing is feeling
alone and going through that, you
feel completely alone.”
He hopes Lullaby — which
peaked at No4 in the charts —
can help some people deal with
their issues.
It’s on his new album Growing
Up In Public — his third but his

lowest-charting album, going in at
No12 last weekend.
But according to him, the
response was actually BETTER
than for the others.
Pro said: “It’s a different day
and age. People aren’t selling the
same kind of records.
“I can tell by Twitter what’s
really going on. The response to
this album on Twitter has been
better than the last. There’s a lot
of people who have the album
but didn’t pay for it. As long as I
can gig I am cool.”
And the fans will be hearing
plenty more from Green. He’s hitting the road with his new album
and kicks off his UK tour at Glasgow’s 02 ABC on November 28.
Pro revealed: “It’s the day after
my 31st birthday, so I’ll show you
lot what a man child really is

that night. I’m not going to celebrate my birthday until the first
night of tour and the second
night and then the third night —
you can see where I’m going with
this. I can’t wait.
“The last tour I did started in
Glasgow, the same thing, on the
same day in 2011 at Barrowland.

Most important
thing is sound

“I actually met Millie the day
before. I had finished rehearsals
and had nothing to do — and I
met her.
“The most important thing is
sound, that’s what we spend all
our money on. People can get carried away with too much production. We’ve got some ideas. But

for me the most important thing
about a show is the music.
“I didn’t make it down to the
Eminem Wembley shows and I
was gutted. I’ve always been a big
fan. But everyone came back saying they felt shortchanged because
of how bad the sound was.
“How can you short change
90,000 people two nights in a
row? Production comes second to
sound.
Pro also hopes punters who’ve
not seen him come down. He
added: “People who haven’t seen
me don’t know the musicality of
what I do live.
“It shocks some people.
“But then again, low expectations are easy to exceed.”
Q Get tour tickets and Pro’s new album
Growing Up In Public at professorgreen.co.uk

Attention’s run of the Mill Cal row is beyond belief
PRO and gorgeous wife Millie, left, get lots
of attention, but he admits he actually
enjoys it most of the time.
He laughed: “We’re not that badly
behaved.
“I’m lying out my a***hole now.
“Nah seriously, you’ve got to be sensible,
it’s all about being sensible.
“It’s just I do find it difficult to do that
sometimes.”

PROFESSOR Green has poured cold water on his
supposed feud with Calvin Harris, left, and urged fans
tnot to believe what they read.
He snapped: “Some people sensationalised. I don’t
care. It’s other people saying all that.
“I’m not too honest, but it’s not up to me what
people write.
“If they take three words of a sentence and
sensationalise it and then people believe it — then they
are the mugs, not me.”

for one of Scotland’s most
exciting new acts. The two
tracks they’ve issued so far
— Diamonds and Warriors
— have been lapped up by
the coolest music blogs.
Neil said: “If I’m honest, it
was only when bloggers
started picking up on our
music that I realised how
massively important and
effective they were in spreading the word.
“Over the past few months
I’ve got really into the music
blogging community and
now I find most of my favourite new music via blogs and
new music radio.”
“Some summery electro
pop vibes from Glasgow”
was how Neil first introduced
The Wild Curve to me. With
the stunning video for
Warriors, that’s perfectly
reflected. It features a glamourous girl roller-skating,
cycling, skipping and dancing through Barcelona, while
lip-synching the vocals.
No sign of the actual band
— aside, I think, from a brief
glimpse on a train. I like that.
It gives the impression that
it’s about the music rather
than the personalities
behind the music. Either
that, or they’re just shy . . .
Not surprisingly, given the
gloriously infectious pop
they create, they have labels
sniffing around. It’s only a
matter of time.
More: www.thewildcurve.
com
Q Jim presents Drivetime
on XFM Scotland, Monday
to Friday, 4-7pm. More info
go to www.xfm.co.uk or
www.jimgellatly.com

Watch Andrew at
thescottishsun.co.uk

