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LINING UP A TREAT . . . Jared
and Symmetry aim to create a
great vibe when they arrive here

By CHRIS
SWEENEY

DAPPER dons Spector are all set to rock
stadiums down the line — their sound is
tailor-made for it.
New single All The Sad Young Men
is another anthem — it’s the sort of
song that doesn’t take a breather for a
second.
All killer, no filler.
Singer Fred Macpherson raved: “I’m
sure it’s the best song we’ve written.”
Watch the video now at spector.co.uk
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SOUL boy Kwabs is hoping to follow
Sam Smith’s path to the top.
And to build up to his debut album
coming out in May, Kwabs will be
supporting his superstar pal on his UK
tour.
The pair play Glasgow’s 02 Academy
on March 16 and 17.
Kwabs said: “I am looking forward to
meeting some of you soon.”
Check out kwabsmusic.com.

GUITAR lord Jared Hara
reckons every gig is
like an episode of TV
show The Voice.

The Florida boy is completely
BLIND and has never seen a live
gig, even as a punter.
He was struck by rare condition Leber’s Hereditary Optic
Neuropathy at just 12 years old.
Jared, 24, explained: “I needed
something to take up my spare
time as I played so much ice
hockey when I was younger.
“I wasn’t into music but I had
to give it a try as I had nothing
else. I was taught where to place
my fingers on the guitar and I’d
then sit playing relentlessly, I’m
talking eight hours a day — it
became a third arm.”
Now the rocker is flying high
with his band Symmetry.
They’re based in Los Angeles
and building up a serious fan
base. They hit Scotland on their
UK tour when they line up at
Glasgow’s ABC on March 5.
Jared said: “In my own house,
I know the layout. Being on
stage is almost like that now.
“Every stage is different, but

We’re gonna be a
right sight on stage

we have this routine of setting
up my perimeters like where my
microphone is.
“I have that space and that’s
home base for me.
“I don’t wear shoes, so I can
feel the stage — that’s the most
helpful thing.
“I do move around and I rock
out hard. I used to perform in
fear thinking how do I look or
how are people perceiving this?

As I’ve never seen a show
before, I’ve never seen anyone
perform live. There was a turning point where I just said
screw it — I decided to let loose
on stage.”
Symmetry have toned things
down and the move has paid off
— as they’re now dipping into
the mass market.
Jared said: “It’s a step in a
different direction, the unneces-

sary fat has been taken away.
Our music used to be a lot more
aggressive.”
The lads toured here last year
and feel our punters are more
suited to what they’re doing.
Jared
added:
“Fortunately
we’ve built an audience, but it
seems in the UK people have
less inhibitions. In the States, it
seems people only turn up to
see the headline band and don’t
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watch the support acts.
We’re so excited to be
coming back — and doing it big.
“We had a great trip to Scotland last time.
“I don’t know if it was because
we’re from America, it felt like
we were embraced. We feel the
fan base over there could be the
catalyst to let us kick on.”
lDownload the new EP The Cure at
facebook.com/symmetrytheband
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START STATIC

WHO: John Allan (vocals), Stephen Murray (guitar/vocals), Chris Kay (bass/
vocals), Michael McCrossan (drums/
vocals)
WHERE: Glasgow
FOR FANS OF: Courteeners, The Libertines, The Cribs
JIM SAYS: Indie rockers Start Static
came together in their current form in
the summer of 2013.
Rather than going down the route of
gigging, they initially went into the studio
to record a debut EP.
They used the EP to spark some interest, and it paid off almost instantly with
airplay on Radio 1. John said: “That kickstarted us into taking things more seriously. We played live for the first time
that September and haven’t looked
back.”
Highlights include their track Little
Promise being used on an official Commonwealth Games video for the Queen’s
Baton Relay. A series of singles and EPs
has led them to release their first album
Arguments.
It title reflects the fact that it hasn’t all
been plain sailing. Stephen said: “We
spent a lot of time discussing what
everyone wanted from the band and the
songs. That led to limited progress and,
in turn, frustration at the lack of
progress.
“Inevitably, there were a lot of argu-

ments. Finally when we wrote the song
Reckless everything just started falling
into place. It was hard work, and we now
look back and laugh at the stupid things
we fell out about.”
Chris added: “It just seemed logical
for us to call the album Arguments as a
funny little nod to where we are now as
opposed to where we were when we
started. You genuinely would not believe
some of the arguments we had.”
Blending energy with melody, Start
Static give us a debut album packed full
of songs you can imagine creating a
frenzied sing-along at a live gig. They are
deadly serious about taking the next
step up. They are also refreshingly confident. Stephen used the term “life-changing” when describing the album. I’m not

sure yet that’s the case, but such strong
belief in what you do can only be a good
thing. Chris said: “We’re all really proud
of what we’ve put together and it would
be great if it could take us somewhere.”
The guys are already thinking about a
second album, and are set to return to
the studio in April to record a new EP.
Booked for a couple of small festivals
already, they now have T In The Park in
their sights. Stephen joked: “We offered
them a pint if they’d put us on as headliners this year, but haven’t heard back.”
Start Static’s Arguments is released
tomorrow.
MORE: facebook.com/startstaticuk
lJim presents Drivetime on XFM Scotland, Monday to Friday 4-7pm. xfm.co.uk
jimgellatly.com

Watch video of the band at thescottishsun.co.uk

