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BE CHARLOTTE

WHERE: Dundee
FOR FANS OF: St Vincent,
Regina Spektor, Lily Allen
JIM SAYS: Be Charlotte has a
busy summer of festivals
ahead, kicking off this
Sunday with an appearance on the T Break Stage
at T in the Park.
Be Charlotte may be a
new name on the scene,
but the 18-year-old has
been working hard over the
past couple of years to
establish herself.
As Charlotte Brimner she
released a few EPs, but
when I caught her playing a
radio session in Inverness
last year it was clear she was
shifting direction, and utilising technology to great effect.
She may be a solo artist, but
with the use of live samples
and loops she creates a pretty
full sound.
Add a bit of rapping to her
portfolio and you’ve got one
of the most interesting and
exciting young artists around.
Charlotte said: “The name
change has been something
I’d been thinking about for a
quite a while and naturally my
music has developed so it felt
like the perfect time to
re-launch.”
I’m wary of referring to Be
Charlotte as a “female Ed
Sheeran”, but she takes that
as a compliment.
“Definitely! Ed Sheeran is
very inspiring to upcoming
artists and to see a solo artist
achieve what he has is incredible. The fact he can rap and

beatbox too is super impressive. These are skills I like to
include in my live show too. I
do feel I’ve carved out of own
songwriting style though.”
Leaving school last year to
concentrate on her music,
Charlotte’s already dipped
her feet into the American
market, playing a few dates
over there last year.
She said: “It was a pretty
intense couple of weeks but I
met so many lovely people
and the trip was inspiring.”
She’s had a bit of interest
from record labels already,
and Hector Bizerk rapper
Louie has now stepped in to
help guide her career.
T will be her first major gig
as Be Charlotte. She admitted: “The first time I went to T
was in 2007 and I fell in love
with the whole festival experience. I’ve been quite a few
times since and I’m so excited
to experience it from the other
side of the stage.”
Be Charlotte is also confirmed to play King Tut’s in
Glasgow on July 24 as part of
the venue’s Summer Nights
festival. Other festival appearances include The Solus Tent
with XFM at Wickerman on
July 25 and Doune The Rabbit
Hole in Stirlingshire on
August 23.
MORE: becharlotte.co.uk

lJim presents Drivetime on XFM
Scotland, Monday to Friday 4-7pm.
xfm.co.uk jimgellatly.com

Watch video
of her at:

thescottishsun.co.uk

INSPIRATION . . . Van T’s
and Wolf Alice, above

THE COUNTDOWN TO
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NEWMUSIC

T IN THE PARK 2015 blasts
off today.
And making the move
to the new home at Strathallan Castle is the famous unsigned T Break
Stage, where the likes of
The View, Biffy Clyro and
Snow Patrol all started.
Here’s a chat with one of our
16 young T Break acts aiming for
glory this time around . . .

ROCKING twins The Van
T’s hope lightning strikes
twice.

The girls were both in the T
Break tent last year as ordinary punters but still turned
it into an event that shaped
their careers.

They walked out with a new
favourite band — North London
indie stars Wolf Alice.
Now they want to pull off the
same trick, because this time
they’ll be up on that stage giving
it both barrels.
And they fully realise the impact
a good display can have as they
aim for the big time.

‘They just
blew us away’

One half of the duo, Chloe Van
Thompson, raved: “It was amazing
to discover a new band like that.
“They are one of our favourite
bands now. They stood out so
much.
“And we now even consider
them an influence on our music.
We’d never seen them before —
they just blew us away.”
Finding a new group they liked
was some consolation for the Glas-

It’s platform to
r
e
g
g
i
b
e
v
e
i
h
c
a
things
ONE2
HEAR

gow girls — the other half of the
group is Hannah — because they
didn’t make the cut last year.
Chloe said: “We were surprised
to get it this year and buzzing at
the same time.
“It was hard for it to sink in.
We’ve seen how big people have
got from it.
“A few of our friends have done
it and they are on big British
tours now.
“It’s definitely a springboard and
a platform to bigger things.
“It’s a possibility for anyone.
Other people are going to see our
name and recognise it from now
on.”
But even though they know how
big it is, they’re running a tight
ship. There are no plans to get too
stressed out and blow their big

chance. Chloe said: “We don’t
see it as any pressure just
because we’re one of the 16
picked.
“We’ll have fun up there, like
we do every time we play.
We’re looking forward to it
more than anything.”
But with plenty of T experience under their belt, the girls
are just hoping the spirit of
Balado makes it’s way to Strathallan today.
Chloe added: “The crowd
makes T in the Park.
“The banter is better than
anything else.
“So hopefully that continues
at the new venue — I’m sure it
will.”
lFor more information, go to
facebook.com/TheVanTs

IT could be the ultimate
irony if Edinburgh indie boys
Ded Rabbit belt out one of
their big tracks tomorrow
during their set.
Their anthem It Could
Always Rain is a belter.
It’s an old-school disco,
rock tune — and it will have
your hips swaying all over
the shop.
But let’s just hope the
band — brothers Eugene,
Fergus, Eoin and Donal
Gaine — doesn’t put the
rock ’n roll curse on
Strathallan this weekend
and cause the heavens
to open.

Win clubbing trip to Amsterdam with
THE voyage from Glasgow to the
Netherlands, via North Shields, and
back is a unique clubbing experience with the added opportunity to
visit one of Europe’s coolest cities —
Amsterdam.
More than 500 dance music fans
can choose what pace to take it at
but should be braced for two days of
hard partying to club classics and
the GBXperience.
Bowie on the Boat 2015 with Bullet
Express takes place on October 9-11
and includes the traditional Saturday
night theme night — this year’s is
film.
This is a weekend you’ll never
forget, so enter our exclusive Scot-

tish Sun competition to come and
join the fun with Clyde 1’s Cassi,
Knoxy, Michael Modelle, Michael
Smith, GBX DJ Sparkos and the man
himself, George, for Bowie on the
Boat 2015.
Bowie said: “This is a party like
no other and I can assure the Scottish Sun competition winner that
they will have the trip of a lifetime.
Good luck!”
All you have to do to win free travel
and accommodation for two is
answer this simple question:
Which Clyde 1 breakfast show host
performs a DJ set called the GBXperience? A) Boy George B) George
Bowie C) David Bowie

HOW TO ENTER: Please email your
name,
address,
daytime
contact
number, date of birth and answer to
win@the-sun.co.uk with the competition
name ‘Bowie on the boat’ in the subject
heading. Over 18s only and excluding any
employees and their families or anyone
professionally connected with this promotion. Competition closes at 11.59pm
tonight (July 10, 2015). The prize includes
a 2-berth cabin with 2 separate beds, welcome drink, evening meals and return
transfers from Glasgow to North Shields
where the boat docks. The promoter
reserves the right to substitute any prize
with one of equal or greater value. One
winner will be selected at random after the
closing date from all correct entries
received. Usual Scottish Sun rules apply.
Editor’s decision is final.

