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IRISH rocker Sample
Answer admits he
hasn’t got a Plan B.

That’s because he believes
the only thing that’ll stop
him in the music game is if
he’s six feet under.

The big fella said: “I won’t stop
doing this unless I die. I’ve been
doing it for years and I had no
money.
“I don’t really care about making money, I don’t need it. At the
end of day, this is about making
music. So I’m going to make as
much music as I can.”
Now, the singer — real name
Maurice O’Connor — is riding
high with single Good Boy.
It’s on his EP but that song has
connected.
The video has some controversial scenes filmed in a church.
He explained: “The song is
about trying to be good. No one

is really polished unless they’re a
Buddhist monk and I’m sure they
have their secrets.
“I didn’t want to try to hide
anything, that’s the way it is and
that’s what you see in the video.”
Coming from Dublin to the
UK, Maurice put all his eggs in
one basket and it’s turned into a
wise move. He said: “I put a lot
of work into the EP and I’m
proud to give it to people.
“The first time I recorded
something, it cost me all the
money I had. I came over to do
songs and I tried to go to the
nicest studio I could. From that, I
built a relationship with the producer and we did this.
“Some people jump from one
building to another building as
the gap isn’t that big. That’s a
risk. But it’s a stupid risk. Mine
was something to help me in the
future.”
He has also been helped by his
fellow countrymen in London.

ONE2HEAR
STUNNER Hannah
Boleyn has a RollsRoyce of a voice.
She unleashes it
on new single
Tough Love.
It’s got horns and
brass all going on,
but it’s a 100 per
cent pop.
This looks like the
start of a solid
chart career.
Check out the
video now at:
www.hannah
boleyn.co.uk

Bands
like
Kodaline,
Hudson Taylor and The
Script are all on fire
right now.
Maurice said: “We have
an Irish mafia, it’s great.
“We always have good
conversations about things
we’ve learned and help each
other out.”
Maurice is in Glasgow next
Friday to open the show for The
Fratellis at their album launch
gig at King Tut’s. He added: “It
was out of the blue. I remember
when they first came out. I really
like Marc Bolan and Bod Dylan
— Jon Fratelli reminds me of a
mix of them.
“I love what I do. Songs are
just loads of emotions and
vibes mixed together. I
want to keep remembering that and just
let it flow.”
l More at facebook.com/sampleanswer
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RAVERS Health know
how to kick off a
party.
The Los Angeles
outfit are all about
big sounds, sharp
synths and plenty
of bass.
And they are
hitting the UK for
a tour.
Their only Scots
gig is at Stereo
in Glasgow on
October 26.
Get all the info
at: www.youwill
loveeachother.com

NEWMUSIC
TWIN HEART

WHO: Dawn Marshall (vocals/guitar),
Owen Burt (bass/vocals), Murray Baxter
(drums/vocals).
WHERE: Kilmarnock.
FOR FANS OF: Nirvana, Marmozets,
Bring Me The Horizon.
JIM SAYS: Ayrshire band Mechanical
Smile were on a bit on a roll before they
decided to call it a day last year. They
toured extensively over the five years,
including slots at Download and Slam
Dunk. They had big plans, and though
they did release an album they weren’t
able to take it as far as they wanted. Let
down by investment, they had to selffinance the album and their final tour with
little promotion.
Founder members Dawn and Murray
weren’t ready to give up though, and
re-emerged as Twin Heart. Joined by
Owen, who’d stepped in on bass for the
last Mechanical Smile gigs, Twin Heart
played their first show at Bar Bloc in
Glasgow in February. So often the experience of a band splitting can open a
new, exciting chapter.
Murray said: “After the final Mechanical Smile tour we were a little deflated.
Dawn and I just couldn’t see us
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moving forward after losing Callum, our
guitarist. We felt we would just be dragging the band on for the sake of it.
“I think the biggest lesson we learned
was to be careful who you trust in the
music industry and don’t rush into big
plans until you know it’s a winner.”
Almost immediately they released their
explosive debut single Failure Of
Another. A fine slab of melodic alt rock
packed with energy, the agenda was set.
With their second single Ghosts they
took a further step forward.
After the past disappointment, it
seems like they’ve thrown everything
into the new band with spectacular
results. Murray said: “After this tour we
will have played 40 shows already this
year. People seem to be enjoying the
music and the live shows more and more.
“I believe we are better and stronger
than Mechanical Smile. We have hit the
ground running. That’s down to a lot of
hard work behind the scenes. The people who knew us before seem to be
enjoying us more and more too, which
just adds to our appetite to succeed.”
The Ghosts tour is in Leeds tonight
then tomorrow Twin Heart play Fife’s Silverbur
n Festival in Leven on
Saturday, August 22,
sees them appear at
The Green Room in
Perth, then Fanny By
Gaslight in Kilmarnock on August 26.
Murray said: “It has
been unbelievable
so far.”
l More:
facebook.com/twinheartmusic
l Jim presents
Drivetime on XFM
Scotland, Monday
to Friday 4-7pm.
xfm.co.uk jim
gellatly.com
l Photo credit:
Andy Mills.

Watch video of band at: thescottishsun.co.uk

