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We’re real troopers

ONE2WATCH

BLUEGRASS babes Della
Mae aren’t fazed if their
Scottish debut turns into
a baptism of fire.

As the girls — from Boston but
now based in Nashville — have
rocked hostile territory before.
They’ve toured the likes of Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan. Right now, they’re on
the road down south but will be
up here next week.
Singer Celia Woodsmith said:
“We flew into Edinburgh and
drove down to England. But when
we come back up, it’ll be our first
shows in Scotland.
“We always go to new places.
We’re used to that feeling. Scotland is somewhere we’ve been
dying to go.
The US government picked them
to go out and play on their
behalf. And the group jumped at
the chance of doing gigs in
remote countries.
Even
presidential
candidate
Hilary Clinton asked them to play
for her at a big government event.
Celia explained: “It’s a form of
soft diplomacy. It does seem a little bit weird to send bands out.
“It was different. We’d tell people we’re going to Pakistan and
they’d say, it’s so unsafe, don’t go.

ONE2HEAR
EVERY new sports or
music star seems to be
younger than before.
But Pesky! really do
take the biscuit.
They’re a group of
pals all aged 11 and 12,
who met at guitar club.
Their EP Smells Like
Tween Spirit —
released today — is full
of cracking rock pop
tunes. All short, sharp
and to the point.
Check them out at:
facebook.com/wearepesky

ONE2SEE

But you get there and you realise
a lot of what we hear is all
stirred up. We found people in
these countries were so excited to
hear bluegrass music and have
some fun.
“They may be different culturally or eat different food but
when it comes down to it, we all
understand music.” The band got
off to a flyer when their debut
album
got
nominated
for
a

Grammy. It’s follow-up, which is
self titled, has seen them crossover into the pop market and win
over more fans.
Celia said: “W chose a producer
with more a pop sense, he’s done
stuff with Kings of Leon and
James Bay. That helped us to up
our sound, making us bolder.”
Now the ladies are keen to
show it off. While their touring
schedule is full on — they are
worried that US punters are not

getting out there enough. Celia
added: “I wish more people would
go out to see live music. It’s
something that can take you away
from everything and your troubles.
“It seems over here that your
live music scene has a great trend
and people really embrace it.”
l DELLA Mae play Glasgow’s
Oran Mor on July 29 and The
Southern Fried Festival in Perth on
July 30/31 — dellamae.com

SKIES FELL

WHO: David Pollock (vocals/guitar/
keys), Mathew Pieraccini (guitar/vocals),
Ronnie Phipps (bass/keys), Ross Gamble (drums/vocals)
WHERE: Glasgow/Renfrewshire
FOR FANS OF: Radiohead, Frightened
Rabbit, Biffy Clyro
JIM SAYS: The self-titled debut album
from Skies Fell has been a long time
coming, but it’s well worth the wait.
Growing up together in Renfrewshire,
the long-time friends formed Skies Fell in
2010. Singer David said: “We went to the
same school and were in different angsty
teenage rock bands. We decided to try
and play music that was a little more subtle in its approach with Skies Fell.”
But guitarist Fraser Gamble wasn’t
happy with the new direction and left the
band, meaning a different approach.
David said: “Fraser’s now releasing
incredible technical metal as Argonaut,
but when he left the band, we found ourselves a man down. We had been a big,
wall of sound, three-guitar band. I started
to write on the piano as it allowed me to
play a couple of melodic parts at once.”
After a positive reaction, the guys
recorded their debut album in their own
studio. David said: “We set out to record
an EP but loved the sound we were getting. We just continued recording until
we had an album. Writing and recording
in our own habitat was really enjoyable
but it also meant that we took absolutely

THE Hard Rock Cafe is
putting on a wee festival
in Edinburgh.
A host of top stars
including Nina Nesbitt,
The LaFontaines, Stevie
McCrorie, The Feeling
and Fatherson are all on
the bill.
Plus, there’s a massive 25 breaking bands
who will be playing to
impress on the free
acoustic stage.
It runs from July 31 to
August 2.
Get tickets via:
arfringe.com

NEWMUSIC
By JIM GELLATLY

ages! In total it’s taken us three years to
write, record, mix and master this album.”
Being off the radar while they completed the album does mean they’ve
some catching up to do in terms of getting the name out there. Until the new
material emerged, I assumed they had
fallen by the wayside. Thankfully not, and
I can’t get enough of the album.”
Skies Fell get a chance to shine this
afternoon at the Wickerman Festival.
David said: “It’s potentially the biggest
show we’ve played and it also gives us
the opportunity to be heard alongside
some other amazing acts.”
They’re in the Solus Tent with XFM at
3.30pm. I’m compèring the main stage
— the Summerisle Stage — today, but at
5pm though, I’ll be in the Pianoman Tent
for a special acoustic performance by
Scots legend Lulu ahead of her Summerisle Stage appearance.
I’ll also be hosting a Q&A with the star.
The Wickerman Festival takes place
today and tomorrow at East Kirkcarswell
Farm, Dundrennan near Kirkcudbright.
See thewickermanfestival.co.uk
MORE: facebook.com/skiesfell
l JIM presents Drivetime on XFM Scotland, Monday to Friday 4-7pm. xfm.co.uk
and jimgellatly.com

Watch video of them at: thescottishsun.co.uk

