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By JIM GELLATLY

NIEVES

WITH better friends, BLOODBOWL2
PS4/XboxOne/PC,£30.99 3.5
I’d spend my time
playing the great Blood Bowl 2 is at core a
strategy game.
tabletop titles of turn-based
A lot of the gameplay
Games Workshop.
hinges on dice-rolls carried
Alas, I’m destined to
paint
my
little
plastic
warriors alone. Luckily, a
GW classic is back in
video game form.
A mixture of gridiron
and Warhammer fantasy,

out in the background.
It can feel unfair when
players slip and fumble
the ball but it’s all part of
the unpredictability.
The game is filled with
humour, especially in the

POKEMON SHUFFLE MOBILE
iOS/Android, Free

them. While they’ve retained
the sombre feel of their early
stripped-back recordings, the
Matriarch EP takes them to a
new level. The new material
enhances the emotion conveyed in the songs.
Melancholy but uplifting at
the same time.
Making their live debut at
King Tut’s last September
supporting English singersongwriter Ben Montague,
they’ve since returned to the
Glasgow venue as headliners. They’ve also made an
impact in the north of Scotland. Already having played at
XpoNorth in Inverness and
the Belladrum Festival, they
played two sets at last weekend’s Loopallu Festival in
Ullapool.
They built their first tour
around those Ullapool performances, also taking in Aberdeen, Aviemore and Elgin.
Brendan said: “We genuinely couldn’t believe the support there was for us up north
and we’re already itching to
get back on the road.”
The only confirmed date in
the diary for Nieves is another
headline show at King Tut’s
on December 18. Plenty of
time to get your head round
their Matriarch EP before
then.
MORE:
facebook.com/
nievesglasgow
lJim presents a weekly showcase of New Music on Amazing
Radio Sundays 2-4pm. amazingradio.com jimgellatly.com

Watch video
of band at:

thescottishsun.co.uk

1. FIFA 16
2. Metal Gear Solid V
3. Super Mario Maker
4. Gears Of War
5. Destiny: The Taken King

commentary. The dialogue
often stopped me throwing
a hissy fit when things
didn’t go my way.
The AI can be slow,
adding time to the already
long games. Campaigns are
enjoyable for what they are
— a way to train for the
online mode.
And that mode is one of
the most comprehensive I
have seen in a game like
this. Create a team from

3.5

THIS isn’t the full Pokémon game we would all
love to have on our phones, but it is a major milestone for Nintendo as the company’s first foray
on to mobile.
Gem-swap games are a dime a dozen but
Pokémon Shuffle stands out by being filled with
your favourite creatures and oodles of charm.
Each level pits you against a different Pokémon
you can capture and add to your collection. Then
pick your best Pokémon to suit each level based
on its type, attack power and special moves.
Play in small doses if you want to avoid paying
micro-transactions. But there is still plenty of fun
to be had without it costing you a penny.

CECIL’S REVENGE
Android, Free

3

REMEMBER how outraged you were
over Cecil the lion’s death back in July?
Well, now you can belatedly have your
revenge by playing as a bunch of safari
animals who drive around shooting
poachers in this Asteroids spoof.
It’s fast-paced fun that quickly gets out
of hand as the difficulty ascends – and
you can even donate to a good cause via
the game if you so wish.
Hilariously rejected by the App Store
on iOS for supposedly “victimising
poachers”, it is currently available free
for Android users.
VODAFONE SMART ULTRA 6, £125:
Mobile networks’ own-brand phones
are not known for being good.
But this budget smartphone has a
beautiful 5.5in screen that matches
the new iPhone 6S Plus for both
size and full HD screen
resolution.
It packs an octa-core
processer backed up
with 2GB of RAM and
16GB
of
internal
storage. The processor
is a slight step down from

the very latest handsets. It comes
with some Vodafone apps preinstalled such as SmartPass
contactless payment. It’s locked to
Vodafone, so check coverage.
Completing the spec sheet
is a 13mp camera and a
5mp selfie-shooter.
The lack of expandable
storage or removable
battery may be an issue, but it
lasts a day. The first budget
phone that can truly replace a topof-the-range model. DREW GIBSON

the eight races on offer,
develop it, play leagues
and carry out transfers.
Blood Bowl 2 sports a
great palette of colours
with a fabulous fantasy
aesthetic. Some textures
are ugly but never take
you out of the experience.
Get your head around
the mechanics and this is
an engaging and challenging offering.
JAMIE NIGHTINGALE

55

6. Until Dawn
7. Mad Max
8. Forza Motorsport 6
9. The Sims 4
10. Dying Light

Blood, sweat
and cheers

NEWMUSIC
WHO: Brendan Dafters (guitar/vocals), Herre de Leur
(piano), Martin Murray (guitar), Ross Forsyth (drums)
WHERE: Glasgow
FOR FANS OF: Frightened
Rabbit, Elbow, The Twilight
Sad
JIM SAYS: Nieves first got
together as a duo in 2013,
when singer Brendan Dafters
returned to Scotland after a
stint living in Canada.
Releasing their debut EP
last year, they’ve now evolved
into a full band.
Brendan said: “Herre and I
met through mutual friends
and decided to do a bit of
songwriting together. The
small collection of songs
became our self-titled first
release. After it got more traction than we expected, we
brought Ross and Marty in.”
After a year as a four-piece,
their first EP with the new
line-up, Matriarch, is released
today. Brendan added: “It’s
our first step as a ‘proper
band’ and hopefully people
get behind it. Once the
reviews appear hopefully
someone can tell us what
genre we are because I think I
say something different in
every interview.”
I’ll go with piano-driven
indie folk, but that’s probably
doing them a disservice.
There’s a lot more depth to
the music of Nieves, and it
seems unfair to pigeon-hole
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IAMBREAD
iOS,free

4.5

RELEASED on PC earlier
this year and the PS4 last
week, I Am Bread bakes its
way to iOS, so you can get
your fix of dough on
the go.
The premise is
simple – you are a slice
of bread with suicidal
tendencies and the
singular desire to turn
yourself into toast. Do
this by jumping into the
nearest toaster or
various other appliances
on offer.
You guide the bread by
climbing and
manipulating objects
around the room.
Unlike on PC and PS4,
where each corner of the
slice is controlled by a
separate button, here you
can largely nudge the
bread towards its target
using two or more fingers –
without worrying about
pressing the wrong button
and falling towards the floor
in failure.
The result is much more
intuitive and less frustrating
than non-touch versions.
I Am Bread is quirky and
filled with charm, while its
dynamic environments
reward you for a creative
approach. It has finally
found a home on iOS.
DG

