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Rapper
Franko’s
cranking
up dials
FRANKO Fraize has a
major
label
record
deal
in
his
back
pocket.
But he’s still working for BT.

The rap rocker — from Norfolk town
Thetford — has an army of fans and
looks set to make it big. But Franko
isn’t counting his chickens and is still
doing the day job.
He said: “It’s one of them, I don’t
want to get carried away with it all.
“Obviously if things keep going as
they are, I’ll be able to jack it in.
“But you’ve got to keep your feet on
the floor. Coming from a small town
and working for a living, it gives you
that working-class mentality.”
But he’s still lapping up his burgeoning music career.

ONE2WATCH

‘Like a whirlwind’

Franko said: “I’m doing things now
that I’ve always wanted to since I was
a little boy. I’m ticking the boxes.
“I came into this not trying to take
it too seriously.
“I just cracked on for the enjoyment
and it seemed to snowball.
“It’s gone like a whirlwind, one
thing after the other.
“I’ve always lived by the ethos,
make the most of it while it’s here.”
Right now, Franko’s new single Oi
Oi! is doing the business.
He reckons it’s the perfect way for
punters to get into him.
And they can on his UK tour — he
hits Glasgow’s King Tut’s on Sunday
night, with Reverend and the Makers.
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THE cream of our music
crop have signed up for
the Sounds of Scotland
concert.
On the bill are The
Lafontaines, Model AeroBizerk,
Hector
planes,
Kloe and Monogram.
All the cash goes to
Nordoff Robbins Music
Therapy.
The gig is at Glasgow’s
O2 ABC on November
27. You can get tickets
www.o2abc
at:
now
glasgow.co.uk

He said: “It’s the perfect tune to come
out first. It’s like an introduction to
the overall thing.
“It’s got proper rapping and then
when it gets to the hook, it’s got a
live band with that rowdiness and a
bit of ska.
“So when people see the live
show, it sells it all.
“I come from the real rap
scene. I’ve done stuff with
DJs and a live band.
“So we’ll do this tour and
have a right old good do —
and I’ll see what the market
wants
from
me
in
the
future.”
Despite being from Norfolk, Franko has banked a
load of London support.
He explained: “My parents
are from London, so London
bought into me without realising. They hear it and
embrace you as one of their
own. It’s helped me and,
without that, it would have
been a lot harder.”
And with the UK’s biggest
city in the bag, now he’s
casting the net wider.
Franko added: “I’ve got to
this point — I just hope it
carries
on
further
and
longer. I’d like to think the
single has got legs into next
year, if it does the damage I
want it to.
“I want to get out there as
much as I can.”
l To download Oi Oi! and get
tour info: www.facebook.com/
frankofraize
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FRANKIE Lee could have
been lining up in the MLS
or starring for the US national soccer team.
But he binned a football scholarship — and
it’s paid off big time.
His debut album American Dreamer is out now.
It’s a belter, packed full
of magic tunes. Frankie
said: “It’s the opposite in
America. Playing soccer
is not the dream.”
Get the album now at:
www.loosemusic.com

CALL OF DUTY . . .
Franko Fraize is still
doing his day job
for BT despite his
music career
taking off big time

NEW
MUSIC

By Jim Gellatly

WHITE BAER

WHO: Dan Hedge (vocals/
guitar), Nicky Johnston (guitar), Danny Sturrock (bass),
Adam Valentine (drums).
WHERE: Forfar.
FOR FANS OF: U2, Editors,
Coldplay.
JIM SAYS: Formed just last
summer, Angus lads White
Baer are already starting to
make an impact.
With two EPs under their
belts, the indie rockers were
recently nominated in the
Best Newcomer category at
the Scottish Alternative Music
Awards.
Bass player Danny told me:
“It was lovely to see our name
mentioned alongside some
of the best artists in the country. Although we didn’t win, it
was a humbling experience.
There’s always next year!”
The SAMAs organisers
have now invited the band to
play their Christmas showcase at CitizenM in Glasgow
on December 11. They join
Dundee’s Sinderins (formally
Anderson McGinty Webster
Ward & Fisher) and singersongwriter Greg Pearson at
the bash.
Releasing their first EP
Police Me last year, White
Baer reckon their latest
release, The Promise Of A Life
Of Violence, is a step forward.
Adam explained: “To me
this EP feels as though it’s our
first, even though we have
released previous material. At
the time we recorded our first
EP it was more or less just a

tool that we used to get our
foot in the door, so to speak.
Now with the release of our
second EP we have been able
to really look at our sound and
fully express our ideas.”
Singer Dan added: “The
music has become more
mature and cinematic as time
has progressed. After the first
EP we experimented with
more soundscapes and textures and through that we
have given birth to a fairly
unique sound.”
I do like the raw feel of the
first EP, but the new one
sounds like more of a finished
product. They recorded The
Promise Of A Life Of Violence
with producer Paul Savage at
Chem 19 studios in Lanarkshire.
Dan said: “It was our first
time at Chem 19 and definitely
won’t be our last. Jamie really
is a talented sound engineer
and producer.”
Currently working on new
material, White Baer hope to
get back in the studio soon,
with their sights set on a
nationwide tour next year and
securing festival slots.
Nicky said: “We haven’t
played any festivals yet. The T
Break Stage at T in the Park
would be a great platform to
showcase our intentions to a
wider audience.”
More: www.facebook.com/
whitebaerofficial
l Jim presents a weekly
showcase of New Music on
Amazing Radio Sundays
2-4pm.
www.amazingradio.com
www.jimgellatly.com

Listen to the
band at:

thescottishsun.co.uk

