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HIGHLY Suspect started
out gigging for free
pints of lager.

WHITE had a superb
And the five-piece end to 2015.
picked up 2016 where band have
New single Living Fic they left off.
great response. And tion has got a
their biggest tour yet they’re off on
— kicking off
at Tunnels in Aberdeen
on February 17. They carry on
Edinburgh and Glasgoto Inverness,
w. See www.
calledwhite.com

But now the US rockers
are uncorking the champagne
after their debut album Mister Asylum scooped two
Grammy nominations.

Frontman Johnny Stevens said:
“It’s humbling and crazy it happened on our first album —
we’re pumped.
“It’s a joke when you’re a kid
— ‘Hey, I want to win a
Grammy’. Then all of a sudden
it f***ing happens.”
They’re up for Best Rock
Album and Best Rock Song.
They’re up against James Bay,
Florence and the Machine plus
their heroes Muse.
And the three schoolpals from
Cape Cod, Massachusetts, are
still pinching themselves.
Johnny said: “We used to mess
about in the basement, as we
had a house together
after high school.
“Our friends said we
should put together a
set and go out to the
bars. They said we
could get free beer.
“That was the aim. Go
to the bar on a Friday,
not
spend
our
pay
cheque and get free beer.
“But now to be in the
same category as Muse is something else. They were probably
the single most important influence to us — even though we
sound nothing like them.”
The lads’ sound changed a lot
right before they recorded their
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album after they upped sticks
and moved to a loft apartment
in New York.
Johnny explained: “It was very
difficult as there’s so many artists out there — it’s hard to cut
through.
“We weren’t afraid but still

didn’t expect to do so well, so
quickly.
“We write directly from our
hearts and there’s nothing we
can do about that.
“It’s important for your music
to evolve.
“Moving to New York fully

changed our whole lives and we
wrote about it.”
Now
they’re
heading
our
way. The guys are part of The
Carnival of Madness Tour which
hits Glasgow’s SSE Hydro on
February 1.
Johnny said: “It’s been a

dream. We are so excited to
start travelling.
“There’s not much pressure on
us, we’re the opening band so
hopefully we’ll gain some fans.
“It’s a wonderful opportunity.”
l For tickets, go to: www.carnivalofmadness.com

NEWMUSIC

FOGGY CITY ORPHAN

WHO: Paul McLinden (vocals/guitar),
John McLinden (guitar/vocals), Martin
McLinden
(bass/vocals),
Stephen
Sweeney (drums/vocals).
WHERE: Glasgow.
FOR FANS OF: The Strokes, The La’s.
JIM SAYS: Foggy City Orphan are a relatively new name on the scene, but with
bags of experience. As a teenager back
in the 90s Paul McLinden wrote and
played with Britpop hopefuls The Gyres.
Tipped for big things at the time they
toured the world, sharing stages with
the likes of Oasis, Bon Jovi and the late,
great David Bowie.
After The Gyres, Paul was involved in
various solo and collaborative projects.
He told me: “I’ve played guitar on Pete
Doherty’s UK tour, wrote for Dot Allison
alongside Paul Weller and also composed music for film and TV.”
Paul’s cousins John and Martin, along
with Stephen, had been playing
together for a while. The four came

By Jim
Gellatly

together as Foggy City Orphan around
10 months ago. Set to release their
debut single Rocket next month, Foggy
City Orphan have already been picking
up national radio support from BBC
Radio 6 Music presenters Steve Lamacq and Tom Robinson.
Paul said: “We could never have
expected a reaction like this to a debut
single by an unknown band. We just got
word that our gig at King Tut’s is sold
out, so we’re delighted with that.”
Foggy City Orphan play Tut’s tomorrow night.
Future dates include Paisley’s Bungalow Bar on March 5 and The Hug And
Pint in Glasgow on April 16. The single
Rocket is released on February 1.
l More: www.facebook.com/foggy
cityorphan
l Jim presents a weekly showcase of
new music on Amazing Radio on Sundays 2-4pm.
www.amazingradio.com
www.jimgellatly.com

WATCH VIDEO OF THE BAND: THESCOTTISHSUN.CO.UK

