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By Jim Gellatly

LAURENCE
MADE ME CRY

WHERE: Glasgow
FOR FANS OF: John Grant,
Róisín Murphy, James Blake
JIM SAYS: Though based in
Glasgow, singer-songwriter
Jo Whitby, 32, is well travelled. Originally from Bristol,
she adopted the Laurence
Made Me Cry moniker as a
student in Cardiff, releasing
her first EP in 2010.
The multi-instrumentalist
said: “It was meant to be a
small creative project, just an
outlet for these old songs and
I hadn’t really looked much
further than that.”
Jo says the name Laurence
Made Me Cry was lifted from a
newspaper headline about
Laurence
Llewelyn-Bowen
turning “a woman’s nice living
room into something horrific”
on TV’s Changing Rooms.
She added: “I thought the
headline would make a great
band name. That’s as deep
and meaningful as the story
gets!”
While in Cardiff Jo released
her 2013 debut album The
Diary Of Me, which was nominated for the Welsh Music
Prize.
She said: “It’s chosen by
lots of folks from the Welsh
music scene and press. I was
incredibly chuffed to be
shortlisted.
“To have your art recognised and celebrated by your
peers is a great feeling. I think
the prize nomination has
acted like a seal of approval, I

guess. People tend to take
me a bit more seriously.”
Jo first got sucked into the
Scottish scene when gigging
here.
She explained: “I did a small
tour of Scotland in 2013, taking in Edinburgh, Aberdeen,
Inverness and Glasgow. It was
my first experience of Scotland and the country totally
won me over especially as the
tour was proving to be a nightmare! There was such a lovely
warmth from everyone we
met.”
First moving to Inverness,
and releasing a live EP named
after the Highland capital, she
settled in Glasgow.
Originally planning another
album, she’s instead splitting
it into two EPs. The first,
Titan’s Daughters, features
the stunning single Melete. It
reminds me of Everything But
The Girl and Massive Attack,
with
subtle
electronics
accompanying her haunting
vocals. The EP also includes
contributions from Scots
singers Chrissy Barnacle and
Rachel Sermanni.
Laurence Made Me Cry
plays the Tchai-Ovna tea
house in Glasgow on March 10.
Titan’s Daughters is launched
with a gig at the Glasgow’s
13th Note on April 10.
MORE:
laurencemademecry.com
lJim presents a weekly showcase
of New Music on Amazing Radio
Sundays
2-4pm.
amazingradio.com jimgellatly.com

Watch video
of band at:

thescottishsun.co.uk
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By SIMON COSYNS

HE loves life. He loves
his family. He loves
his designer shades.
And he loves music.

So Elton, how do you wish to
be remembered?
“I’m not finished yet!” he
retorts, quick as a flash. “I’m
more interested in keeping going.
I have so much more to do.
“I’m not nostalgic. I don’t think
about my place in music history
at all.
“I know my own worth as a
musician. And if I know that I’m
a good musician and a good
writer and a good artist, that’s all
that matters to me.
“It’s up to others to judge me
but I know the piano playing on
my new record is pretty f***ing
special!
“You have to keep trying to
improve as you get older. Look at
Leonard Cohen. That comeback
at 75 was astonishing.”
I’m meeting the irrepressible
Sir Elton John, flamboyant knight
of this realm (or dame as some
would have it), to talk about his
rollicking album Wonderful Crazy
Night and we quickly come to an
agreement . . .
. . . that it’s time to remind the
Great British public about his
abiding passion for his craft.
Behind
all
the
showbiz
headlines, it’s still music that
nourishes his beating heart along,
of course, with his beloved boys
Zachary and Elijah and husband/
manager David Furnish.

MEETS ELTON JOHN
ON: JUSTIN
BIEBER

People were
willing him to
fail. Not me
ON: MICK
JAGGER

He’s the most
professional
man in music
ON: BERNIE
TAUPIN

‘Music has been my
lovely companion’

All right, I guess his dogs, his
lovely houses in the UK, France
and US, his priceless art collection and his clothes must all help.
But whether it’s vibrant new
songs or consummate live shows
or simply digging out a vinyl copy
of an album by one of his favourite artists, the Rocket Man is still
standing — and still obsessed with
the day and night job.
He admits: “I’ve been so lucky
to be involved in music. It’s been
my lovely companion.”
If Elton hadn’t sold more than
300 million records in a storied
career spanning five decades, he
could still have sold, er, records.
Only these would have been
over the counter at a record
shop.
As we sit at the kitchen table
in his West London home beside
a bowl of perfect white roses, he
imagines how things might have
been had success not beckoned.
“Even in 1970 when I started to
make it, I used to go to
Musicland in Berwick Street and
work on a Saturday for nothing,”
he tells me during a misty-eyed
anecdote about a long defunct
shop in London’s Soho.
“I was fascinated by what
people would buy and I just
loved it. It was the job I might
have done.”
He remembers shifting a few
copies
of
bedsit
troubadour
Cohen’s latest and something by
jazzy prog rockers Soft Machine.
I can’t help wondering if he
turned customers on to his selftitled second album with breakthrough hit Your Song or, later
that same year, the follow-up,
Tumbleweed Connection.
All these years later in 2016,
I’m happy to report 68-year-old
Elton is thrilled by the vinyl
revival. He says: “Unless I’m in a
car, I only play records on vinyl.
I sold my record collection in
1991 but now I’m collecting again.
“I have a record player in
Woodside (his Windsor estate)
and one in Vegas when I play
there. There’s a place in Vegas

My first big
mate. We’ve
never argued
ON: THE PET
SHOP BOYS

I try to keep
up withTom
Odell,Sam
Smith and
James Blake
...I’ve had
all three over
for lunch
EXCLUSIVE
INTERVIEW

I’m collecting
them on vinyl
called Wax Trax Records, owned
by this guy Rich Rosen and his
wife Sunny.
“It’s one of the best old record
stores, just vinyl, and has everything you want. I spent three
hours there the other Sunday and
came out covered in dust.
“I’ve never lost the excitement
of seeing something I haven’t got
or something repackaged like
Underworld’s Second Toughest in
the Infants, one of my favourite
albums.
“Now I’m collecting Pet Shop
Boys on vinyl, not easy because a
lot of it is from the Eighties and
Nineties. Their artwork is always
the best
“I love the ritual. Turning the
record over mid-way and looking
at the sleeve notes to find so
much information.”
Next, Elton turns his infectious
enthusiasm to his new album, its
upbeat mood and carefree South-

ern rock sound in sharp contrast
to darker, more reflective previous album The Diving Board.
“For me, The Diving Board was
a true portrait of who I can be
and this one shows my other
side,” he explains.
“You’ve got the dichotomy of
Elton John. The serious, sad,
plaintive, sometimes self-destructive
side and then the joyous side.
“They’re both part of my character and I’m so happy I’m not
singing f***ing Motown records at
this stage of my career.”
As well as his rich baritone,
Elton lets his piano fingers do
the talking on Wonderful Crazy
Night, ripping into rockers such
as the exuberant title track or the
pounding Claw Hammer or the
life-affirming Looking Up while
adding a soulful edge to heartfelt
ballads such as Blue Wonderful
or The Open Chord.
“It’s very Southern,” he says.

“I’m a Southern boy at heart. I
live in Atlanta some of the time
and I love the South.
“The South really is where all
the great music started, blues,
gospel, jazz, country, soul and all
those
five
elements
infiltrate
other music.
“So when you listen to an old
Lynyrd
Skynyrd
record,
it’s
f***ing amazing. Wow, these guys
rock out!” He also cites the music
of Little Feat, The Allman Brothers and The Black Crowes with
great affection in this context.
Once again, the new album
reunites Elton with lyricist Bernie
Taupin, the latest chapter of an
astonishing relationship, unique
in music, that stretches back
nearly 50 years. He says: “The
album came together because of
the good place I’m in.
“Bernie finds it harder to write
up-tempo lyrics but I said, ‘I’m
sorry to tell you, I know you’re a

