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Watch video of Toy Tin Soldier at: thescottishsun.co.uk

MUSIC ONESTOWATCHss f t w By
CHRIS SWEENEY

Soldier Joeproveshe is up for the fight

NakedChef thoughtwe
were tasty sohehelped

JAMIE Oliver revolution-
ised school meals, made
cooking cool and intro-
duced the phrase “pukka
tukka”.

But he should also take credit
for serving up tasty Brighton
band Fickle Friends.

He forked out for them to record
Swim, the song that landed them a
record deal with Polydor — which
they signed last month.

Singer Natti Shiner said: “We
entered a competition and won it.

“Jamie liked our music, so he paid
for us to go record a couple of
songs. One of them was
Swim.

“He caught us at the
beginning and that song
helped us a lot. We love
Jamie — he’s great.

But it wasn’t just The
Naked Chef’s backing that
did the trick — the band has
plugged away for the past
two years.

Natti explained: “It feels
like we’ve really earned it.

“You have your highs and
lows, but we kept battling
on. When we go into meet-
ings with the label, they
always say it’s like a dream

as we’ve done all the hard work. It
takes so much money and time to
break a band.

“We’d gone away and done that
ourselves. So they get to take us on
from this point.

“There’s an element of respect in
that it’s a project that they can
build on. Good things come to those
who wait — and work f***ing hard.”

Now finally with a label onboard,
they can afford to repair their gear.

It’s a good job as they are going
on a massive UK tour — and play a
trio of Scots gigs.

Natti said: “We can actually get
the equipment we’ve needed for a
long time.

“We haven’t had money for a long

time, so much of
our gear has been
broken for months.
I’ve been able to fix
my keyboard so it
doesn’t sound crap
anymore.

“We’re still frugal. We
only buy what’s necessary,
we understand the value of
money in the long run.”

Along with the tour, the group are
laying down plans for their debut
album.

They know what they want from
it. Natti admitted: “At the beginning,
we were a bit all over the place.

“We’ve got a solid sound now.
“I’m an emotional person. I write

lyrics and I hope
people can empa-
thise with them.

“I can’t write a
song if there’s not

something worth writ-
ing about.
“We like to get people

dancing, so it’s the combi-
nation of that with upbeat

music.”
The band are so pumped up, they

were bashing out 14-hour rehearsal
sessions for the tour. And they
won’t be slowing down any time
soon.

Natti added: “We got signed and
suddenly I don’t have any free time.

“And that’s it for the rest
of the year. But it’s very
exciting.

“We’re going to go every-
where, build the fanbase and
it’s going to be tough.

“We’re not afraid of hard
work.

“And we can’t bloody wait
to get back up north — that’s
why we’re doing three dates.

“Come and see us, we’ll
put on a party.”
lFickle Friends play Edinburgh,
Aberdeen and Glasgow, starting
on February 29.

Get tour info at facebook.com/
FickleFriends

TOY TIN SOLDIER
WHERE:Glasgow
FOR FANS OF: Noel Gallagher, Bruce
Springsteen, Stereophonics
JIM SAYS: Toy Tin Soldier’s Joe Gallacher
has been on the scene for more than 10
years, notably with the band Mr Kil.

Sadly, they never made the expected
breakthrough, but there were plenty of
highlights — including an arena tour with
The Proclaimers.

It might be a story of close brushes with
the big time, but Joe is grateful for past
experiences. He said:“A lot of people in
the industry just want to be famous now.
It’s rather depressing.

“We all want success but it’s a respect-
able success. I would love to carve a

career which has longevity in producing
music and touring. I feel I am in a place
where I am writing and producing the best
music of my career.”

Joe, 31, did release music under the Toy
Tin Soldier name five years ago, but con-
siders the new album, Yield, to be the
proper debut. He said: “This will be the first
album released that is a true reflection of
me. The previous release was more an
experimental notion and has taken me to
where I am at now.” While very much a solo
project, Yield is enhanced by an impres-

sive list of guests, including Paul Crawford
(Hector Bizerk), Scott Cowie (Sandi
Thom), Garry John Kane (The Proclaim-
ers/Button Up), Andy McCafferty (The
Almighty) and the Cairn String Quartet.

Also featured is Gale Paridjanian from
Turin Brakes. Toy Tin Soldier recently sup-
ported Turn Brakes at Celtic Connection,
but it’s a relationship that goes way back.
Gallacher had been part of their road crew.

Yield’s launch next Friday at The Hug &
Pint in Glasgow has sold out, but a second
date has been added on Feb 25. He also
plays Portpatrick Hotel in Dumfries and
Galloway on Saturday, February 27.
MORE: toytinsoldier.com
lJim presents a weekly showcase of New Music on
Amazing Radio Sundays 2-4pm. amazingradio.com
jimgellatly.com Photo credit: Joseph James
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RCOUNTRYmusic is on fire at the

moment.
It’s all over the charts and American
Young are playing their part in keep-
ing that run going.
The duo—Kristy Osmunson, for-
merly of the group Bomshel, and
songwriter/producer Jon Ston— hit
Glasgow’s Oran Mor on March 16 as
they now look to reach out and con-
quer our shores.
Back in the US, they’ve built a big
reputation for barnstorming gigs.
Go to americanyoung.com to find
out more info.

THE Hummingbirds are keeping Liv-
erpool’s fine music bandwagon on
the road.
The slick group are old-school
rockers—with plenty of harmonies
and sharp suits.
Their current single, Knocking On
My Door, is a simple, but clinical tune
that does the job perfectly.
And footie superstar Wayne
Rooney can’t get enough— he’s rav-
ing about the lads as his new favour-
ite band.
Check out wearethehumming-
birds.com

NEWMUSIC
By Jim Gellatly

HOT
TRACKS

ALBUM number three for
the Californian five-piece is
incontrovertible proof they
show no signs of nodding
off. Indeed, it’s the extreme
metal outfit’s most intense,
obscenely heavy effort yet.

With elements of black,
drone and sludge metal
hitting the back of the con-
crete mixer while shovels
of grindcore and dirty punk
are heaped in, SSOS’s
sound is as intoxicatingly
rich as it is terrifying.

The onslaught of Jones
and tortured closer Bas-
tard Son are
the highlights.

Heavier
than hell.
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SEVEN SISTERS OF
SLEEP
Ezekiel’s Hags

VIOLA BEACH: Swings
andWaterslides. All four
members of this band
and their manager
tragically passed away in
a car accident last week.
This dynamic and
immediate piece of indie
pop shows just how
much of a good thing
they were on to.

HHHHH
TAYLOR SWIFT: Out Of
TheWoods. Co-written
by Fun’s Jack Antonoff,
the clunkily phrased,
repetitive chorus makes
it one of the less effective
1989 moments. HHH
THE LIBERTINES: You’re
MyWaterloo. Pete
Doherty’s romantic
nostalgia is in full swing
here, as references to the
theatre, old movies and
British place names
abound. HHH
TWENTY ONE PILOTS:
Stressed Out. Ohio duo
Tyler Joseph and Josh
Dun layer spoken-word
rapping over poignant
piano chords and
haunting synth on this
angst-ridden track. HHH
ALESSIA CARA: Here.
Sampling the iconic
strings from Portishead’s
Glory Box and helmed by
soulful Cara, this striking
track is an ode to the
socially anxious. HHHH
HOZIER: Cherry Wine. An
intimate acoustic track
describing an abusive
relationship. All
proceeds of the single
will go towards domestic
abuse charities
worldwide. HHHH
50 CENT FT. SONNY
DIGITAL: I’m The Man.
Mournful, reflective hip
hop from 50 Cent’s
upcoming album Street
King Immortal. This track
is accompanied by a
short film, in which Fiddy
plays a New York
gangster. HHHH
ROSIE LOWE: Woman. A
slow andmeasured soul
track, which manages to
describe – in impressive
detail – some of the
quandaries of
womanhood. HHHH
DMA’S: In The Moment.
This group are pure
Britpop in every sense of
the idea, minus the fact
that they come from
Sydney. A good piece of
melancholy guitar pop,
however inescapably
derivative. HHH

POPPY COSYNS


