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MUSIC

By Jim Gellatly
ALTIUS

WHO: Alex Cameron (vocals), Oscar
De La Cruz (guitar/vocals), Sean Paul
Redpath (bass), Ross Howarth (drums/
percussion)
WHERE: Edinburgh
FOR FANS OF: Royal Blood, Catfish
And The Bottlemen, Arctic Monkeys
JIM SAYS: It’s very early days for Edinburgh lads Altius. Formed just a few
months ago, they’ve yet to play a live
gig.
Alex told me: “Myself and Oscar
began writing songs purely for fun,
because we were both at college
studying music together so it was
encouraged.
“The first song we completed was
called Early Days which is on our
debut EP.
“When we started to write more
material, we started to treat it as more
of a project than something to pass
time.
“That’s when we contacted Sean
and Ross to see if they would be interested in playing with us.
“We had two more minds with a creative input.
“Our sound fundamentally stayed
the same but became more rounded.
“We now like to write songs with a
live performance in mind as well as
continuing to focus on writing musically good songs.”
I was immediately hooked when I
heard the first Altius single, Born To Be.
An explosion of blues-fuelled indie
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I’ve spent most of my time like
this. I’m just used to it.”
It does seem odd that these
thoughts come from a singer who
once promised to use her arms,
legs, style, sidestep, fingers and
imagination on the disarmingly
sexy No1 single Brass In Pocket.
“I’m special, so special,” she sang
and millions agreed.
Back in the Eighties, Chrissie was
in relationships with the fathers of
her two daughters, The Kinks’ Ray
Davies and Simple Minds singer
Jim Kerr. In 1997, she wed artist
Lucho Brieva but they split in 2002.
She retains “fantastic” relationships with ALL the partners who
have passed through her life.
“Everyone I’ve ever been out with
is a really good mate now,” she
affirms. “I see them and talk to
them and we send messages and
we laugh.
“It’s like an extended family.
They all want me back!”
We’re sitting in a discreet corner
of a hotel restaurant in London’s
Marylebone,
each
enjoying
the
caffeine hit from our coffees, hers
with soya milk and mine with
regular cow’s.
She says: “We call this place ‘the
club’ because it’s near my office. If
I have to meet someone to go over
stuff, we sit here and it’s great.”
For decades a vegan and now
completely clean of fags and drugs,
she’s looking slim and fit with skin
displaying the luminous quality of
someone half her age.
These days her shoulder-length
hair is sandy brown in marked
contrast to the deep, dark hues
seen on old Pretenders’ records but
the
dramatic
black
eye
liner
remains.
She’s wearing jeans and a black
T-shirt emblazoned with the word
ELVIS in large capital letters after
the king of rock ’n’ roll.
“I’m wearing a shirt I got at the
airport in Nashville (where she
recorded Alone),” she reveals. “I
like to think that now I’m wearing
it, it’s fashionable. If you don’t like
it, f*** off!”

‘I don’t like watching TV
alone – I find it sad’

rock, it hints at classic acts such as
The Doors and Led Zeppelin, while
maintaining a contemporary edge. A
new track Get Out There is set to be
unleashed tonight, followed by a debut
EP next Friday.
All the EP tracks are home recordings, recorded in Oscar’s bedroom.
They’ve pulled it off magnificently. The
songs are stunning.
It is a fine example that you don’t
need to go into big expensive studios
to create an accomplished sound.
Going down the DIY route and perfecting their sound behind closed
doors should pay dividends.
They’ve taken it one step at a time
rather than rushing out to play live.
And if they can replicate what
they’ve recorded, they’ll be on to a winner.
All will be revealed at next Friday’s
EP launch at Henry’s Cellar Bar in Edinburgh.
Launching an EP with their first ever
gig — no pressure then!
Sean Paul said: “With this debut
release and launch gig, we hope to
make a new mark on the local music
scene.
“It’ll definitely be one that sticks in
our minds for a very long time.”
Already a sell-out, it should indeed
be a memorable night. The perfect
start for a band full of potential.
MORE: facebook.com/AltiusBand
Jim presents a weekly showcase of
New Music on Amazing Radio Sundays 2-4pm. www.amazingradio.com
www.jimgellatly.com
PHOTO: Nicole Bianco

Video of Monkoora at:
thescottishsun.co.uk

Clearly still the swaggering rock
chick, Chrissie is as feisty as you’d
imagine, matching her strong personality with strong views, always
capable of batting back probing
questions with added interest.
We return to the theme of being
alone and her pumped up, halfspoken song that deals with it.
“I’ve had a remarkable response
to that song,” she says. “I’ve had
people writing to me, saying, ‘Yeah,
I wish I had more time alone.’
Most of those people are married I
should add.
“I stress that I’m not rubbing the
noses of people who are dying of
loneliness. It’s all right for me
because I’m still able-bodied. I can
still get out of the house. I can still
meet friends and I can still go on
tour with a rock ’n’ roll band.
“But there’s going to be a day
when I’m not bragging, ‘Hey, this is
great, I like it!’ Already it’s wearing
thin.”
You might imagine a solitary
Chrissie curling up in front of her
favourite box set but not a bit of it.
“Frankly I don’t like watching
television at home alone because I
find something sad about that.
“But I go to the cinema alone
because at least there are other
people around and you can always
leave if they’re annoying you.”
“Mine is a rock and roll mentality that says, ‘You know what? I’m
up for a movie, I’m going.’ ”
Chrissie believes her situation
is at odds with large sections
of society who can’t function on
their own.
“Certainly a lot of women can’t,”
she says. “I can remember my
mother after my father died once
saying, ‘You know Christie (notice
the name), I haven’t made a decision on my own in 60 years.’
“I thought, ‘Wow, I don’t think
I’ve ever made a decision WITH
anyone’ and it really struck me.”
You may be surprised to learn
that when she is alone, Chrissie
likes
to
visit
graveyards
and

MEETS THE PRETENDERS

I just love
wandering
around
graveyards
communing
with ghostly
presences
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and meditate. I like the sanctuary.”
Recently I took a tour of the Kensal Green graveyard so I have a
picture of Anthony Trollope’s grave
which I can take to my book club
next time and say, ‘Look!’
“In fact, Miranda Richardson,
who’s in my group, was there
too so I can’t brag about seeing
Trollope’s grave to her but I
can brag about knowing Miranda
Richardson to you. I’m a shameless
name-dropper.”
There’s infectious joie de vivre in
many of Chrissie revelations. I can’t
resist asking, “What’s your ultimate
name drop?”
“I told you I’m shameless,” she
says before launching into a jaw-

‘I can brag about knowing
Miranda Richardson to
you . . . I’m a shameless
name-dropper’

dropping anecdote. “I was at
some kind of award thing at
a table with Bob Dylan and
he looks at me and goes,
‘Chrissie, I want you to meet
my fiancée, Elizabeth Taylor.’ He’s hilarious!”
Next we turn our attention to the new album,
Chrissie’s first since 2014
solo
album
Stockholm,
arriving a year after searing autobiography Reckless:
My
Life
As
A
Pretender.
The confessional tone
of Alone continues in the
stark I Hate Myself, for
which I seek an explanation.
She says: “Well, if you
say that to yourself once
or twice a week, then I
think it deserves a
song . . . and
who
doesn’t? No one I’ve
ever met.”
Thankfully,
she
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TOP 5
GIGS

BEAR’S DEN, November 2, O2 Institute, Birmingham; COURTEENERS, November 10, Victoria Hall,
Stoke-on-Trent; IRON MAIDEN, May 4, Motorpoint Arena, Nottingham; TOM CHAPLIN, May 11,
Sage One, Gateshead; DEPECHE MODE, June 3, London Stadium, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.

I’m still CHRISSIE’S
a prize. WIT AND
Allmy WISDOM
exes
want
On keeping in shape
me
back
As SFTW’s chat unfolds to more
than an hour, Chrissie shares her
views on a wide range of subjects.
So here’s a snapshot.

THEPRETENDERS
Alone

HHHHH

1. Alone
2. Roadie Man
3. Gotta Wait
4. Never Be Together
5. Let’s Get Lost
6. Chord Lord
7. Blue Eyed Sky
8. The Man You Are
9. One More Day
10. I Hate Myself
11. Death Is Not Enough
12. Holy Commotion

“I’ve been vegetarian since 1969,
so that’s factor number one. It has
informed everything in my life. I’ve
done exactly the same yoga
routine every morning for twenty
years at least. I tried going to the
gym once or twice but I didn’t
like it.”

ICONS . . .
Chrissie with
Ray Davies
of The Kinks
in 1981

On not eating meat

“The benefit of being vegetarian is
you get to look like me and you
don’t have to do anything.”

On smoking

MINDS MELD . . .
Chrissie wed
Jim Kerr in 1984

“I quit. I got to a point where I
thought, ‘Well, you can either sing
or smoke’ so that was a no brainer.
On the new album, I thought my
voice was a bit ropey because I
had a respiratory infection from 40
years of smoking… really wears
your lungs out.”

On living in Britain
“I’ve always loved it, right from the
second I touched down. This
country is amazing. The
community I live in is just a blast, I
love it.
“All I want to do, when I walk
down the street, is look someone
in the eye and say ‘Good morning’
and have them smile back at me.
That’s the way to start the day.”

On Brexit
“I voted remain. I don’t think I felt
nearly as dismayed as anyone
who voted Brexit. They were in
total shock the next day because
they didn’t think it would happen.
Talk about egg on your face. There
was a huge ‘oops’ going out over
the whole nation.”

I see this as Dan
Auerbach’s
record...he’s
amazing

SAYS CHRISSIE HYNDE

commune with the dead. She sees
her singular past-time like this:
“You’re not going to be on a date
and say, ‘Hey let’s pop into the
graveyard.’ I would and that’s probably why I’m not on a date. It’s not
a popular thing to do. I don’t like
romantic comedies, so there you go.”
On the song Alone, she even
references an inscription common
on American gravestones, which
reads: “Remember me as you pass
by, as you are now, so once was I,
as I am now, so you must be,
prepare for death and follow me.”
Chrissie says: “As long as I can
remember, I’ve liked wandering
through graveyards.
“They’re peaceful, they’re quiet,
no one else is there and they’re like
nature reserves.
“I like communion with ghostly
presences and the dead and to read
what’s on the stones.
“Some people don’t go into graveyards at all but I do whenever I
can. I love churches too. If I see a
church anywhere, I’ll always go in
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GOING STRONG
. . . Chrissie
performing at
South London
venue Omeara
last week

doesn’t feel that way all the time.
“Of course I don’t or I’d hang
myself. It’s not a self-pitying thing.
“The song says ‘I hate myself for
backing the wrong horse, I hate
myself for being jealous, I hate
myself for my reckless phoney selfdestruction
“Then also it talks about being
judged and sent to hell. So there’s
a healthy theme of death that
rides through the whole album.
“I mean if I wrote a song and it
said, ‘This is a great time and
everyone loves each other and I’m
having a great day,’ people would
be like, ‘F***off! Why are you telling me that?’ No one ever wrote a
great song about sitting on the
sofa and watching television with
their loved ones.”
Another great track is the steady
rolling Roadie Man which dwells
on a rock star’s life on the road
with the idea of what’s said on the
bus, stays on the bus.
I ask Chrissie in what way touring has changed over the years.

“The main thing is the internet.
Now it’s quiet because all the
guys are on their laptops sending
messages to their wives. When
you’re in a restaurant a whole table
of people are all on their phones.”
Chrissie says she thinks of Alone
“as Dan Auerbach’s album because
he was so instrumental in the
whole thing and so encouraging.
“I called him about six weeks
before and said, ‘Hey man, I only
sent you about eight songs, what
we going to do?’ And he said,
‘That’s the least of my worries.’
“Personally, I make a point of not
worrying about anything, so to be
with someone who’s even more like
that than me was just amazing.”
Safe in the knowledge she’s made
one of her finest records in a near
40-year career, the enduring and
effervescent Chrissie gets up to
leave her “club”.
There’s no conventional kiss on
both cheeks or a polite shake of the
hand but a cool rock ’n’ roll fist
bump. What else?

On America
“They’ve destroyed their inner
cities and lost their communities.
Without a community, you just get
isolated and isolation breeds
unhappiness.

On the recent
deaths of David
Bowie and Prince
“Well, it’s going to increase. Get
used to it. People are getting older
and they die when they get old.
And look at their lifestyles.”

And finally . . .
on being
a rock star
“Anyone can do this if they want
to. In rock ’n’ roll, it’s a complete
open door for everyone. It doesn’t
matter who you are, if you’re gay, if
you’re black, if you’re Jewish – it
doesn’t matter
“All the guys I know would rather
have a girl in their band. They like
it because there’s one less guy to
compete with and guys are blown
away when they see a girl who can
do something.
“I’ve heard girls say, ‘Well, we
weren’t encouraged.’ It’s not being
encouraged that makes you want
to do it.
“My only advice is never get on
a plane with anyone who’s more
famous than you or else you’ll
come under the bit that says, ‘Also
killed was . . . ’ ”
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